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..  .  Rochelle  Click 

Margot  Karle:  She  was  always  aware  and  always  concerned  and  always 
working.” 

Margot  Karle  Dies 


Houston  Jury  Acquits  Cop 
Who  Killed  Gay  Activist 


EAST  HAMPTON,  NY  — 
Margot  Karle,  one  of  the  leading 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  attorneys  in 
the  country,  was  killed  in  an  ap¬ 
parent  accident  at  her  East  Hamp¬ 
ton  home  on  Sunday,  Sept.  6. 

Karle  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Lambda 
Legal  Defense  and  Education 
Fund  of  New  York  for  the  past 
five  years  and  president  of  the 
board  for  a  year  and  a  half.  She 
was  president  of  the  board  of  the 
Working  Women  Unite  Institute, 
a  New  York  organization  dealing 
with  sexual  harassment.  She  was 
active  in  Estrella,  a  women’s 
foundation  and  in  the  St.  Mark’s 
Women’s  Health  Clinic.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  American  Bar 
Association  Rights  of  Women 
Committee. 

Karle  was  involved  in  many  sig¬ 
nificant  legal  cases.  Together  with 
Bonnie  Strunk,  she  argued  the 
case  of  People  v.  Onofre,  the  case 
which  resulted  in  overthrowing 
the  New  York  sodomy  law.  Her 
w  trk  in  National  Gay  Task  Force 
v.  Carlson  resulted  in  a  ruling  up¬ 
holding  the  right  of  federal 
prisoners  to  receive  lesbian  and 
gay  publications.  She  was 
involved  in  a  large  number  of 
lesbian  custody  cases. 

Rosalyn  Richter  of  Lambda 


By  Philip  Knighton 

NORTHAMPTON,  MA  —  In 
a  decision  dated  August  28  and 
made  public  this  wekk,  Superior 
Court  Judge  Walter  E.  Steele 
declared  that  Richard  Peluso  is 
not  a  sexually  dangerous  person 
(SDP)  under  Massachusetts  law. 

Peluso  is  one  of  24  men  indicted 
in  what  police  called  the  “Revere 
Sex  Ring.”  Gay  activists  found 
that  no  “ring”  existed  and  that 
many  of  the  cases  were  unrelated. 
Contrary  to  original  media 
accounts,  no  prostitution  or  por¬ 
nography  charges  were  brought. 
Only  two  of  the  men  charged  went 
to  prison.  Most  of  the  other  cases 
were  dropped,  postponed  without 
a  finding  or  plea  bargained  to  sen¬ 
tences  of  unsupervised  probation. 
Peluso,  the  first  man  indicted, 


told  GCN  that  Karle’s  work  had 
touched  most  of  the  community 
organizations  in  New  York  and  a 
very  large  number  of  lesbians  and 
gay  men  throughout  the  country. 

Richter  said  of  Karle,  “Her 
leadership  in  terms  of  case  anal¬ 
ysis  was  overwhelming.” 

Richter  added,  “She  was  ex¬ 
tremely  dedicated.  She  was  per¬ 
ceptive  and  probably  one  of  the 
most  supportive  people  that  I’ve 
worked  with.  Margot  did  not  be¬ 
lieve  in  petty  organizational  jeal¬ 
ousy  and  was  relly  dedicated  to 
the  movement.” 

Cindy  Rizzo  of  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Advocates  and  Defenders  of 
Boston  told  GCN,  “I  have 
nothing  but  good  things  to  say 
about  Margot  Karle.  It’s  just  such 
a  tremendous  loss.  It’s  incred¬ 
ible.” 

Richter  described  Karle  as  a 
very  energetic  person.  “She  was 
simply  never  tired,”  Richter  told 
GCN.  “I  think  that  her  energy 
was  legend.  When  you  worked 
with  her  you  had  to  be  prepared  to 
work  20  hours  a  day.” 

Karle  was  a  native  New  Yorker. 
She  attended  City  College  there 
and  had  a  law  degree  from  Brook¬ 
lyn  Law  School. 

—filed from  Boston 


plea  bargained  and  was  found 
guilty  of  fellating  and  masturbat¬ 
ing  two  boys,  aged  11  and  13.  No 
coercion  was  alleged.  He  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  three  15-  to  25-year  and 
two  five-year  concurrent  sen¬ 
tences. 

In  1978  Peluso  was  examined 
under  the  SDP  act  and  was  de¬ 
clared  to  be  “sexually 
dangerous.”  As  such  he  was  given 
a  life-time  commitment  to  the 
Bridgewater  Treatment  Center,  a 
maximum  security  prison,  and 
became  ineligible  for  regular 
parole,  work  release  or  com¬ 
munity  access  programs.  Judge 
Steele’s  decision  to  remove 
Peluso’s  SDP  status  will  lead  to 
his  being  reclassified.  He  can  now 
apply  for  early  release  and  for 
community  access.  He  will  be 


By  Richard  Burckhardt 

HOUSTON  —  The  Houston 
police  officer  charged  with  negli¬ 
gent  homicide  in  the  June  1980 
shooting  death  of  Gay  Political 
Caucus  secretary  Fred  Paez  has 
been  acquitted. 

The  jury  took  only  four  hours 
and  ten  minutes  to  reach  the  ver¬ 
dict  on  Friday,  September  5,  after 
a  full  week  of  testimony. 

Officer  Kevin  M.  McCoy,  26, 
who  was  indicted  by  a  Harris 
County  grand  jury  in  October  of 
last  year  in  the  death  of  Paez, 
would  have  face  a  maximum  sen¬ 
tence  of  one  year  in  jail  and  a 
$2000  fine  if  he  had  been  con¬ 
victed  of  the  misdemeanor  charge. 

McCoy  testified  in  the  trial  that 
Paez,  27,  had  driven  past  the 
downtown-area  warehouse  where 
he  was  working  on  an  off-duty  job 
as  a  night  watchman.  Paez,  he 
testified,  passed  by  three  times 
and  offered  to  perform  oral  sex  on 
him  and  Officer  Steven  Cain,  who 
was  visiting  McCoy  at  the  site. 
McCoy  said  that  he  attempted  to 
arrest  Paez  and  that  Paez  strug¬ 
gled,  causing  the  .45-caliber  pistol 
to  slip  off  of  safety  and  discharge. 
Paez,  he  said,  would  be  alive 
today  if  he  had  not  resisted  arrest. 

Prosecuting  attorney  Brian 
Rains  attempted  to  prove  that 
McCoy  and  Cain  were  under  the 
influence  of  alcohol  when  the  inci¬ 
dent  occurred.  This  point  was  cru¬ 
cial  to  the  prosecution  because  the 
indictment  read  that  McCoy, 
“while  under  the  influence  of  an 
alcoholic  beverage,  placed  a 
cocked,  loaded  pistol  against  the 
head  of”  Paez  and  that  the  gun 
discharged,  killing  Paez. 

“Kevin  McCoy  wasn’t  in 
control  that  night  and  he  wasn’t  in 
control  because  he  had  been 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 
BOSTON  —  More  than  100 
people  crowded  into  a  City  Hall 
hearing  room  on  September  2  to 
protest  a  bid  by  nightclub  entre¬ 
preneur  Henry  Vara  to  purchase 
Lulu  White’s,  a  financially- 
troubled  South  End  jazz  club. 

Vara,  who  owns  gay  establish¬ 
ments  in  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Atlanta 
and  Provincetown  as  well  as 
several  clubs  in  Boston,  has  a  his¬ 
tory  of  difficulties  with  the  Boston 
Licensing  Board  dating  back  at 
least  eight  years.  Several  clubs 
belonging  to  Vara  have  been  the 


eligible  for  regular  parole  in  1984. 

Attorney  Richard  Iandoli  of  the 
firm  Gilmore  and  Iandoli,  who 
represents  Peluso,  had  asked  that 
he  be  allowed  to  remain  at  Bridge- 
water  pending  reclassification. 
Iandoli  believes  Peluso  may  be 
endangered  if  he  is  returned  to  the 
regular  prison  population. 

Steele’s  decision  is  based  on 
evidence  presented  on  May  7,  8 
and  11  in  Suffolk  Superior  Court. 
The  case  was  sponsored  by  the 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  as  part 
of  its  Emergency  Defense  Fund 
effort.  NAMBLA  is  also  helping 
Peluso  with  two  motions  still 
before  the  Court,  for  revision  of 
sentence  to  time  served  and  for  a 
retrial. 

NAMBLA  spokesperson  Tom 


drinking,  and  that’s  negligence,” 
said  Rains. 

McCoy  and  Cain  both  admitted 
to  having  had  several  beers  prior 
to  the  shooting.  McCoy  admitted 
to  having  consumed  five  beers  in 
three  hours  and  Cain  admitted  to 
having  had  seven. 

But  defense  attorney  Mike  Hin¬ 
ton  urged  the  jury  to  vote  for 
acquittal,  saying  that  the  beers 
had  “absolutely  no  effect  on  the 
situation  at  all.” 

Hinton  further  argued  that 
McCoy  should  have  never  been 
indicted  at  all  and  that  the 
acquittal  should  come  rapidly  so 
that  the  jury  and  the  defendant 
could  return  to  their  families  over 
the  Labor  Day  holiday. 

The  trial  had  been  postponed 
from  May  11  to  June  1,  and  then 
again  to  August  3 1 .  The  last  delay 
was  partially  due  to  the  fact  that 
McCoy’s  wife  was  pregnant. 

Despite  the  misdemeanor 
charge,  McCoy  was  tried  in  the 
felony  court  of  District  Judge  Van 
Stovall  because  he  was  a  public 
official,  according  to  Rains. 

Reaction  in  Houston’s  gay  and 
lesbian  community  has  been 
mixed.  Ray  Hill,  a  member  of  the 
Fred  Paez  Task  Force  which  in¬ 
vestigated  the  shooting  and  subse¬ 
quent  investigations  by  the  Hous¬ 
ton  Police  Department,  was  quick 
to  declare  the  verdict  a  “telegraph 
to  lesbians  and  gay  people  that  it 
is  still  legal  to  kill  queers  in  Harris 
County.” 

“We’re  talking  about  no  justice 
at  all  for  Fred  Paez,”  said  Hill, 
“We’re  talking  about  privilege  for 
McCoy.” 

Lee  Harrington,  president  of 
the  Houston  Gay  Political  Cau¬ 
cus,  took  a  slightly  more  optimis¬ 
tic  view  of  the  results  of  the  ver¬ 


dict,  saying  that  the  “trying  of 
Kevin  McCoy  is  closed,  but  the 
situation  is  not.” 

Harrington  said  that  the  verdict 
was  not  just,  and  that  he  will  be 
visiting  Houston  mayor  Jim 
McConn  to  demand  that  some 
sort  of  disciplinary  action  be 
taken. 

“The  great  issue  throughout 
this  whole  past  year  has  been  the 
Houston  Police  Department,” 
said  Harrington.  “This  will  give 
us  more  fuel  to  talk  about  the 
problems  with  HPD.” 

Harrington  added,  however, 
that  any  progress  that  had  been 
made  toward  improving  relations 
between  the  city’s  police  and  the 
gay  community  had  been  “wiped 
out”  by  the  jury  verdict. 

Local  gays  were  not  surprised 
by  the  verdict.  John  Burch,  a 
Houstonian  and  former  resident 
of  Boston  who  was  attending  the 
Texas  Gay  Conference  8  held 
Labor  Day  weekend  expressed  the 
attitude  of  many  Houstonians 
when  he  said,  “Is  anybody  really 
surprised  [at  the  verdict]?” 

In  fact,  the  Fred  Paez  Task 
Force  reported  in  April  of  this 
year  that  an  acquittal  was  immi¬ 
nent  because  of  lack  of  evidence. 

Some  local  gays  and  lesbians 
are  concerned,  however,  that 
there  might  be  some  type  of 
reprisal  by  Houston  police,  who 
attended  the  trial  in  large  num¬ 
bers,  a  practice  that  Hill  called 
“intimidating.”  No  problems  had 
been  reported,  but  gays  were  on 
the  lookout  for  the  possibility  of 
more  frequent  raids  of  bars. 

The  Fred  Paez  Task  Force  has 
called  a  community  meeting  to 
discuss  community  action  and 
strategy  as  a  result  of  the  verdict. 


bars.  None  of  this  can  be  associ¬ 
ated  with  the  dozens  of  bars 
within  walking  distance  of 
Jacques  and  The  Other  Side,  a 
half  a  dozen  or  so  of  which  are 
predominantly  gay.  No  other  bars 
would  allow  the  outrages  both  by 
and  against  patrons  tacitly  con¬ 
doned  at  the  Vara  dance  halls.” 

Vara  is  now  listed  as  treasurer 
of  Three  Appleton  Street,  Inc., 
which  filed  a  petition  on  August 
10  with  the  Licensing  Board  to 
purchase  Lulu’s  from  Denis  Pal- 
misciano  and  Vincent  John  Car- 
novole.  Georgianna  McSorley,  the 
owner  of  Paradise,  a  Cambridge 
bar,  is  listed  as  president. 

Vara  and  McSorley  have  pro¬ 
posed  Staniford  Sorrentino,  the 
manager  and,  with  Vara,  co¬ 
owner  of  the  Crown  ‘N’  Anchor 
Hotel  in  Provincetown,  to  be 
manager  of  the  new  bar.  Sorren¬ 
tino  is  McSorley’s  brother. 

Licensing  Board  Chairperson 
Andrea  Gargiulo  began  the  Sep¬ 
tember  2  hearing  with  an  allusion 
to  Vara’s  reputation.  “We  ask 
that  people  do  not  address  their 
comments  in  regard  to  personali¬ 
ties  or  cast  aspersions  on  person¬ 
alities,”  Gargiulo  said.  “We 
know  better  than  anyone  in  this 
room  about  these  personalities.” 

Attorney  Frank  Dimento,  rep¬ 
resenting  the  proposed  buyers,  in¬ 
troduced  the  petition  by  assuring 
the  board  that  the  new  owners 
planned  no  major  changes  for  the 
bar.  “We  have  no  proposals  what¬ 
soever  to  offer  here,”  Dimento 
Continued  on  Page  3 


Peluso  Not  ‘Sexually  Dangerous’ 


Request  for  Bar  License 
Draws  Strong  Opposition 


object  of  longtime  opposition  by 
local  neighborhood  associations, 
who  have  complained  of  noise, 
parking  problems,  and  disorderly 
behavior. 

A  1975  Boston  Globe  editorial, 
published  during  a  much-publi¬ 
cized  controversy  over  two  of 
Vara’s  establishments,  Jacques 
and  The  Other  Side,  complained 
that  “for  years,  [Vara’s]  bars  have 
followed  a  policy  of  welcoming 
rowdy  customers  who  were  barred 
for  misbehavior  from  other  estab¬ 
lishments  ....  At  least  two  mur¬ 
ders  have  been  traced  to  these 


Reeves  said  of  Steele’s  finding, 
“It  is  a  landmark  decision.” 

The  Commonwealth  argued 
that  Peluso  is  dangerous  but 
Judge  Steele  found  that  he  is  not. 
The  defense  did  not  deny  that 
Peluso,  an  openly  gay  men,  is  still 
attracted  to  teenaged  boys.  Steele 
allowed  lengthy  testimony  from 
Dr.  Charles  Silverstein,  over 
objections  by  Assistant  Attorney 
General  Linda  Katz,  that  sexual 
contact  between  men  and  boys  is 
not  always  harmful  and  may  in 
fact  be  “nurturing.” 

Previous  to  this  case  it  has 
always  been  held  that  a  sex  act 
with  a  minor  is  itself  harmful  and 
that  the  likelihood  of  repetition  of 
such  acts  is  evidence  of  danger¬ 
ousness.  It  has  also  been  main- 
Continued  on  Page  3 


News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

"I'm  happy  as  a  pig  in  shit,” 

—Richard  Peluso  upon  learning  that  his  “sexual¬ 
ly  dangerous  person”  classification  had  been 
removed  (see  article,  this  issue). 

like  attacking  the  pope 

NEEDHAM,  MA  —  The  annual  Jerry  Lewis 
Muscular  Dystrophy  Telethon  for  the  Boston  area  was 
met  this  year  by  a  demonstration  outside  the  tele¬ 
vision  station  which  broadcast  it. 

The  Disabled  for  Dignity  Coalition,  with  members 
from  various  disability  groups,  organized  the  Septem¬ 
ber  6  demonstration  not  to  discourage  contributions 
to  the  Muscular  Dystrophy  Foundation,  representa¬ 
tives  say,  but  to  “object  to  the  exploitative  use  of  dis¬ 
abled  men,  women  and  children  as  pathetic,  helpless 
individuals.” 

The  demonstration  also  targetted  cutbacks  by 
the  Reagan  administration  in  the  1973  Rehabilitation 
Act,  which  provides  for  the  hiring  of  disabled  people 
in  government  jobs  and  for  accessibility  to  buildings 
and  transportation. 

The  protest  was  co-sponsored  by  the  Boston 
Organizing  Committee  for  the  All  People’s  Congress. 

The  Coalition  says  the  Telethon  “reinforces  the 
image  of  people  with  disabilities  as  powerless  recip¬ 
ients  of  charity  based  on  pity  and  guilt.  Pity  and  guilt 
are  a  weak  foundation  upon  which  to  support  a  sense 
of  worth,  individual  independence  and  autonomy.” 

The  group  says  the  Telethon  reveals  the  “deep- 
seated  attitude  that  people  with  disabilities  cannot 
make  meaningful  contributions  to  the  world  they  live 
in.” 

The  group  called  on  those  contributing  to  the 
Muscular  Dystrophy  Foundation  to  demand  that  dis¬ 
abled  people  be  involved  in  planning  and  producing 
the  Telethon  and  in  performing  on  it. 

Linda  Gwizdak  of  the  Coalition  told  GCN  the 
demonstration  was  successful  in  that  it  “planted  a 
totally  new  concept  in  people’s  minds”  by  challenging 
the  “Jerry’s  kids”  approach  of  the  event. 

Gwizdak  said  criticizing  Lewis  was  “kind  of  like 
attacking  the  pope.  You  can  attack  Reagan,  you  can 
attack  anything  else  but  you  don’t  attack  Jerry 
Lewis.” 

Gwizdak  said  more  such  actions  will  follow. 
“What  gays  have  done,  what  blacks  have  done,  dis¬ 
abled  people  are  just  beginning  to  do.” 

The  Coalition  may  be  contacted  by  calling  Brian 
at  (617)  265-5590  or  Jim  at  (617)  547-0329. 


insufficient  evidence 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  Los  Angeles  County 
District  Attorney’s  office  has  declined  to  press 
charges  against  a  man  police  are  convinced  has  killed 
five  gay  men  and  assaulted  several  others. 

The  Los  Angeles  Times  quotes  one  police  officer 
as  saying,  “In  my  mind,  the  case  is  solved.” 

And  a  lawyer  in  the  district  attorney’s  office  has 
said  that  because  of  the  suspect’s  “compulsion  to 
commit  violent  assaults,  he  may  well  be  expected  to 
commit  further  offences.” 

But  the  Times  reports  that  the  district  attorney’s 
office  claims  that  on  each  of  the  occasions  when  the 
suspect  has  been  arrested  for  the  murders  there  has 
been  insufficient  evidence  to  prosecute  him. 

The  suspect  has,  however,  been  in  custody  for 
the  past  month  on  charges  of  raping  one  woman  and 
assaulting  another. 

Each  of  the  five  murder  victims  was  last  seen 
alive  in  a  West  Hollywood  or  Silverlake-area  gay  bar 
and  was  later  found  beaten  to  death  and  robbed. 

bar  questions 

MIAMI,  FL  —  The  Florida  Board  of  Bar  Examiners 
is  apparently  continuing  to  question  lawyers  about 
their  sex  lives  despite  a  recent  ruling  against  the  prac¬ 
tice  by  the  Florida  Supreme  Court. 

“Private  noncommercial  sex  acts  between  con¬ 
senting  adults  are  not  relevant  to  prove  fitness  to 
practice  law,”  the  court  ruled  on  June  18  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  9,  No.  6). 

The  Weekly  News  (twn)  of  Miami  quotes  Robert 
Eimers,  a  lawyer  and  secretary  of  the  Dade  County 
Coalition  for  Human  Rights,  as  saying  the  bar  exami¬ 
ners  have  questioned  at  least  two  applicants  about 
homosexuality  since  the  ruling.  No  appeal  is  planned 
in  the  two  cases  until  it  is  known  if  the  bar  examiners 
will  attempt  to  block  their  licenses.  The  first  of  the 
two  cases  will  be  considered  within  a  month. 

“Apparently  we’re  going  to  have  to  litigate  each 
one  of  these  cases,”  Eimers  told  twn. 

The  June  18  ruling  was  the  second  by  the  Florida 
Supreme  Court  prohibiting  the  bar  examiners  from 
questioning  prospective  lawyers  about  their  sex  lives. 
The  court  ruled  in  favor  of  Eimers  himself  after  the 
examiners  had  refused  his  application  in  1978  on  the 
basis  of  his  homosexual  orientation.  The  examiners 
reportedly  continued  to  question  lawyers  about 
homosexual  acts  as  opposed  to  homosexual  orienta¬ 
tion. 


bagly  festival  postponed 

The  BAGLY  Festival  '81,  originally  scheduled  for 
September  12,  has  been  postponed  until  October  3. 
Watch  this  page  for  time  and  place. 
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on  the  track  for  gen 

BOSTON  -A  Boston  running  club  has  organized 
a  foot  race  to  benefit  Gay  Community  News. 

Sponsored  by  the  Front  Runners,  the  three-  and 
six-mile  race  will  include  women’s  and  men’s  divi¬ 
sions  and  prizes  will  be  awarded.  Spectators  and 
cheering  squads  are  encouraged  to  attend  and  an  in¬ 
formal  potluck  picnic  will  take  place  after  the  race. 

The  race  will  be  held  on  Saturday,  September  19 
beginning  at  1 :00  p.m.  There  is  a  $3  fee  for  racers,  who 
should  be  there  by  12:45  to  sign  up.  Sign-up  begins  at 
noon. 

For  more  information  call  GCN  at  (617)  426-4469. 


deeply  ingrained 

BLOOMINGTON,  IN  —  A  new  study  by  the 
Kinsey  Institute  for  Sex  Research  suggests  that 
parental  attitudes  and  childhood  experiences  play 
little  or  no  role  in  determining  a  person’s  sexual 
preference,  according  to  a  report  in  the  New  York 
Times. 

“No  particular  phenomenon  of  family  life  can  be 
singled  out,  on  the  basis  of  our  findings,  as  especially 
consequential  for  either  homosexual  or  heterosexual 
development”  states  the  soon-to-be-pufclished  report. 
“What  we  seem  to  have  identified  is  a  pattern  of  feel¬ 
ings  and  reactions  within  the  child  that  cannot  be 
traced  back  to  a  single  social  or  psychological  root; 
indeed,  homosexuality  may  arise  from  a  biological 
precursor  that  parents  cannot  control.” 

Based  upon  the  application  of  a  controversial 
new  statistical  method  called  “path  analysis”  to  1500 
men  and  women  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  Area,  the 
Kinsey  researchers  claim  that  “gender  nonconform¬ 
ity”  is  the  single  most  important  factor  in  predicting 
the  eventual  sexual  orientation  of  boys.  For  girls, 
gender  nonconformity  ranks  second  behind  homo¬ 
sexual  involvements  in  adolescence. 

"You  may  supply  your  sons  with  footballs  and 
your  daughters  with  dolls,”  says  the  report,  “but  no 
one  can  guarantee  that  they  will  enjoy  them.” 

The  researchers  stress  that  not  all  persons 
exhibiting  gender  nonconformity  become  homosex¬ 
ual.  One-fourth  of  the  heterosexual  men  in  the  study 
showed  non-conformity  as  children,  and  only  two- 
thirds  of  the  heterosexual  women  described  them¬ 
selves  as  “highly  feminine”  in  childhood. 

The  report  concludes  that  “homosexuality  is  as 
deeply  ingrained  as  heterosexuality"  and  that  non¬ 
conformity  to  gender  roles  in  boys  and  girls  is  a  reflec¬ 
tion,  rather  than  a  cause,  of  their  eventual. sexual 
preference. 

“I  expect  the  study  to  be  condemned  from  both 
sides  —  by  the  radical  gays  for  even  looking  into  the 
subject  and  by  the  analysts  who  may  say  we’re  trying 
to  paint  a  glowing  picture  of  homosexuality,”  pre¬ 
dicted  Dr.  Alan  Bell,  who  directed  the  project.  “But  we 
are  reporting  what  people  say,  and  it’s  all  very  con¬ 
sistent.” 


blackheart 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Blackheart  Collective,  a  group 
of  radical  gay  African-Americans  working  on  cultural 
projects,  will  produce  a  series  of  radio  programs  on 
WBAI  New  York  this  fall. 

In  addition,  the  collective  plans  to  publish  a 
journal,  Yemanja.  Blackheart  encourages  black  gay 
men  to  submit  articles,  short  stories,  poetry,  or 
written  material  in  any  form  that  comes  out  of  strug¬ 
gles  with  racism,  sexism  and  homophobia.  The  first 
issue  will  appear  in  late  November. 

Deadline  for  submissions  is  October  1, 1981.  For 
further  information,  contact  the  Blackheart  Collect¬ 
ive,  373  Avenue  of  the  Americas,  New  York,  NY  10014 
(212)  243-7472. 


barney  sues 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Barney  Frank,  one-time 
state  representative  from  Boston’s  heavily  gay  Eighth 
Suffolk  District,  is  among  20  members  of  the  U.S. 
Congress  who  filed  suit  in  May  against  President 
Reagan,  Secretary  of  State  Haig  and  Secretary  of 
Defense  Weinberger  challenging  U.S.  intervention  in 
El  Salvador. 

According  to  Mass  Dissent,  a  publication  of  the 
Massachusetts  Chapter  of  the  National  Lawyers 
Guild,  the  suit  claims  U.S.  military  presence  and  aid 
violate  the  Constitution  and  the  Wars  Powers  Resolu¬ 
tion,  which  require  congressional  approval  for 
commitment  of  U.S.  forces  in  other  countries. 

The  suit  also  alleges  violation  of  international 
and  U.S.  laws  which  prohibit  military  and  security 
assistance  to  any  country  whose  government  en¬ 
gages  consistently  in  gross  violations  of  human 
rights. 

Another  member  of  the  Massachusetts  delega¬ 
tion,  Frank  Shannon,  is  also  one  of  the  plaintiffs  and 
former  Representative  Robert  F.  Drinan  of  Massa¬ 
chusetts  is  one  of  the  counsels  in  the  suit. 

The  rightist  Washington  Legal  Foundation  has 
entered  the  case  on  behalf  of  29  pro-intervention 
legislators  including  Jesse  Helms,  John  Tower  and 
Larry  McDonald. 


feminist  solidarity 

WARSAW,  Poland  —  A  group  of  100  women 
recently  formed  Poland’s  first  modern  feminist 
organization. 

Sappho,  a  British  lesbian  publication,  reports 
that  at  a  meeting  at  Warsaw  University  last  November 
the  women  agreed  to  a  list  of  demands,  including 
maternity  leave  for  students  who  are  more  than  three 
months  pregnant;  greater  responsibility  on  the  part  of 
men  for  childcare  and  abortion;  and  equal  status 
under  the  law  for  married  and  unmarried  couples. 

The  group  hopes  to  publish  a  newspaper  and  to 
establish  a  women's  theater  and  a  gallery. 

The  new  organization  welcomes  contact  with 
feminist  organizations  in  other  countries.  Letters 
should  be  addressed  to  Krystina  Kowalewska,  Univer- 
svtet  Warzawski,  U  Krakowski,  Przedmiescie 
24,00—325  VVarzawa,  Poland. 

unsettling  effort 

PHILADELPHIA  —  A  national  effort  by  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  (MCC)  to  resettle 
150  gay  Cuban  refugees  has  been  discontinued,  ap¬ 
parently  because  the  program  was  not  working. 

Bruce  Hughes,  director  of  the  MCC  resettlement 
program  in  Philadelphia,  told  the  Philadelphia  Gay 
News  that  the  effort  ended  as  a  result  of  the  Reagan 
administration’s  budget  cuts.  But  Gay  News  reports 
that  Oliver  Cromwell  of  the  federal  Office  of  Refugee 
Resettlement  attributed  the  cut-off  of  government 
funds  in  July  to  MCC’s  failure  to  meet  the  standards 
set  by  the  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services. 

Cromwell  claimed  a  vist  by  a  government  in¬ 
spector  to  the  MCC  halfway  house  for  refugees  in 
North  Philadelphia  revealed  that  not  enough  Cubans 
were  being  helped  by  the  program. 

“When  you’re  supposed  to  help  50  people  and 
only  eight  people  show,  you  wouldn’t  call  the  program 
very  successful,”  Cromwell  told  Gay  News.  “We  have 
rules  and  procedures  to  follow.” 

Hughes  said  MCC  had  actually  assisted  11  gay 
refugees  in  Philadelphia  during  the  two-month  period 
in  question. 

MCC  was  awarded  $375,000  last  May  to  run  the 
program,  of  which  $175,000  was  spent  before  the  pro¬ 
gram  was  terminated.  In  addition  to  the  11  refugees 
aided  in  Philadelphia,  45  were  resettled  in  Chicago 
through  MCC  efforts. 

According  to  Gay  News,  about  700  refugees 
remain  at  the  government  resettlement  center  at  Ft. 
Chaffee,  Ark.,  and  MCC  can  still  apply  to  sponsor  the 
gay  men  and  lesbians  among  them. 


dessie  woods  free 

ATLANTA,  GA  —  A  black  woman  who  was  sen¬ 
tenced  to  22  years  in  prison  for  killing  a  white  man 
with  his  own  gun  after  he  tried  to  rape  her  has  been  re¬ 
leased  after  serving  six  years  of  her  sentence. 

Dessie  Woods  was  convicted  of  manslaughter 
and  armed  robbery  in  February,  1976  for  killing  Ronnie 
Horne,  the  white  insurance  salesman  who  had  picked 
up  Woods  and  her  friend  while  they  were  hitchhiking. 

After  a  CB-radio  invitation  to  a  friend  to  join  him, 
Horne  pulled  a  gun  on  the  two  women  and  attempted 
to  rape  them.  Horne  was  shot  during  the  ensuing 
struggle  and,  in  a  panic,  the  women  took  money  from 
Horne’s  wallet  for  transportation  home  to  Atlanta. 

Woods  was  released  on  July  9. 

Woods  needs  money  to  pay  lawyers  and  to  sup¬ 
port  herself  and  her  children  until  she  is  back  on  her 
feet.- Checks  should  be  made  to  National  Committee 
to  Defend  Dessie  Woods  and  mailed  to  P.O.  Box 
92084,  Morris  Brown  Station,  Atlanta,  GA  30314. 


conferences 

The  Exodus  Center  of  Boston  will  sponsor  a 
conference  on  Legal  Issues  for  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians 
at  the  Episcopal  Divinity  School  in  Cambridge  on  Sep¬ 
tember  19.  The  fee  for  the  conference  is  $25  at  the 
door  or  $25  with  preregistration.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  the  Exodus  Center  at  (617)  266-0612  or  write 
them  at  25  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston,  MA02116 . .  .The 
Women’s  Occupational  Health  Resources  Center  of 
the  Columbia  University  School  of  Public  Health  will 
hold  a  conference  entitled  Working  Women  —  De¬ 
signs  for  Workplace  Health  on  September  24.  The 
conference  will  feature  speakers  and  models  of  safe 
workplace  environments,  tools  and  protective  cloth¬ 
ing.  The  registration  fees  are  $15  for  the  full  day  and 
$5  for  events  after  5:00  p.m.  The  preregistration  rates 
are  $7.50  and  $3.  For  more  information,  call  the  center 
at  (212)  694-3464. 

New  Hampshire’s  second  annual  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Symposium  will  be  held  on  Sunday,  October  4. 
Sponsored  by  the  New  Hampshire  Coalition  of  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gay  Men,  the  symposium  will  feature 
speaker  Ginny  Apuzzo.  For  more  information,  write 
New  Hampshire  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men, 
Box  521,  Concord,  NH  03301  ...  The  third  annual 
Quaker  Lesbian  Conference  will  be  held  at  the  Quaker 
Conference  Center  in  Ben  Lomond,  Calif.,  November 6 
through  8.  Workshops  will  cover  a  variety  of  topics. 
The  conference  will  cost  $35  for  meals  and  a  place  to 
sleep  or  $40  after  October  15.  For  more  information  or 
to  register,  write  Bettye  Travis,  984-B  Kains  Ave., 
Albany,  CA  94706. 
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Texas  Conference  StressesCulture  and  Politics 


By  Richard  Burckhardt 

HOUSTON  —  Gay  men  and 
lesbians  from  across  the  state  of 
Texas  gathered  here  during  the 
Labor  Day  weekend  for  the  eighth 
annual  Texas  Gay  Conference. 

“Strength  in  Diversity”  was  the 
theme  of  the  conference,  which 
attracted  over  200  and  consisted 
of  a  wide  variety  of  workshops, 
speakers,  and  entertainment. 

Keynote  speaker  Patricia  Nell 
Warren,  author  of  the  classic  gay 
novel  “The  Front  Runner,”  told 
the  crowd  during  her  address  that 
“we  are  the  oldest  and  largest  mi¬ 
nority.” 

“Straight  society  doesn’t  want 
us  to  remember  that  we  have 
always  been  here,”  she  said. 
“They  want  us  to  forget,  but  we 
won’t.  We  will  survive.” 

Being  a  “person,”  she  said,  is 
the  most  important  thing  that  gay 
men  and  lesbians  should  strive 
for.  Giving  in  to  the  labels  that 
society  has  tried  to  place  on  the 
individual,  she  said,  can  be  “suf¬ 
focating.” 

National  Gay  Task  Force  board 
member  Larry  Bagneris,  who  ad¬ 
dressed  a  workshop  on  building 
strength  through  differences, 
echoed  Warren’s  statement  and 
added,  “the  gay  community  is  the 
key  towards  acceptance  of  divers¬ 
ity  in  the  overall  society.” 

Achieving  this  goal,  he  said, 
will  depend  in  part  on  the  gay 
community’s  ability  to  move  into 


areas  other  than  politics. 

“We  find  our  biggest  problems 
in  politics,”  said  Bagneris.  “We 
tend  to  use  our  energies  against 
each  other  [because  of  our  differ¬ 
ences]  rather  than  in  the  political 
system.  The  fact  that  this  confer¬ 
ence  is  not  all  politics  is  indicative 
of  the  fact  that  the  gay  community 
is  moving  toward  that  ‘Strength  in 
Diversity’  theme.” 

Indeed,  in  a  move  which  strayed 
from  the  usual  Texas  Gay  Confer¬ 
ence  format,  this  year’s  organizers 
purposely  moved  out  of  politics 
and  attempted  to  present  a  more 
varied  format. 

Keynote  speakers  Warren  and 
Jack  Nichols,  said  a  conference 
spokesperson,  were  chosen  for 
their  literary  background  and 
workshops  were  prepared  that 
encompassed  a  variety  of  issues. 
There  were  also  exhibits  of  gay 
and  lesbian  artwork  and  photog¬ 
raphy,  and  performances  by  sing¬ 
ers  and  poets. 

The  Montrose  Symphonic  Band 
performed  a  concert  during  the 
conference  and  a  group  of  Hous¬ 
tonians  presented  a  stirring 
“docu-drama”  entitled  “We  the 
People,”  a  theatrical  look  at  the 
evolution  of  the  gay  experience. 

Special  guests  at  the  conference 
included  Richard  and  Amy  Ash¬ 
worth  of  the  New  York  Chapter 
of  Parents  and  Friends  of  Gays, 
who  led  a  workshop  on  parents  of 
gays,  one  of  the  most  popular  at 


Police  Arrest  Hustler 
In  Murder  Case 


By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI,  OH  —  A 
19-year-old  man  identified  by 
police  and  the  press  as  a  homo¬ 
sexual  hustler  has  been  charged 
with  the  brutal  slaying  of  a  Proctor 
and  Gamble  executive. 

Thomas  Turner  of  Covington, 
KY,  is  in  custody  for  the  aggra¬ 
vated  murder  of  Donald  Cemiak, 
33,  an  associate  advertising 
manager  for  Proctor  and  Gamble. 
Cerniak’s  body  was  discovered  at 
his  Mt.  Adams  home  by  two  fellow 
employees  who  became  suspicious 
when  he  failed  to  report  to  work. 

Turner  was  captured  quickly 
after  the  victim’s  car  was  found 
near  his  apartment  in  Covington. 
Police  say  he  made  statements 
admitting  the  slaying. 

Turner  was  known  to  frequent 
at  least  one  downtown  gay  bar. 
The  hand  stamp  of  another  gay 
bar  was  on  the  victim  but  police 
have  refused  to  discuss  his  sexual 
orientation  or  evidence  seized 
from  his  house.  Reporters 
investigated  possible  links  with  the 
local  gay  community  but  in  their 
articles  focused  on  the  perils  of 


male  prostitution. 

The  Greater  Cincinnati  Gay 
Coalition  (GCGC)  was  prepared  o 
call  a  community-wide  meeting  if 
the  killer  remained  loose.  GCGC 
used  the  opportunity  to  remind 
reporters  of  its  ongoing  concern 
and  documentation  of  violence 
and  police  response. 

On  August  6,  GCGC  notified 
City  Safety  Director  Brett  Mc¬ 
Ginnis  of  “an  increasing  level  of 
violence”  against  gays  and  praised 
the  “professional  response”  of 
many  police  officers.  Most  recent¬ 
ly,  officers  captured  a  man  who 
had  asaulted  three  patrons  leaving 
The  Badlands  with  baseball  bats. 
The  assailant  was  sentenced  to  six 
months  in  jail,  with  half  the  time 
suspended  if  he  made  restitution  to 
the  victims. 

GCGFC  in  April  set  up  a  hotline 
for  reports  of  violence  and  police 
response  through  the  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  Switchboard.  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  organization  also  met 
with  the  city  Human  Relations 
Commission  to  express  concern 
over  reports  of  negative  police 
actions  and  increasing  violence. 


Peluso 


tained  that  homosexual  acts  are 
particularly  traumatic  to  boys  and 
that  homosexuality  is  a  person¬ 
ality  disorder  which  often  leads  to 
narcissism  and  compulsive 
behavior. 

Steele  in  his  findings  wrote  that 
homosexual  activity  with  a  minor 
is  not  prima  facie  evidence  of 
harm,  since  homosexuality  is  no 
longer  considered  a  personality 
disorder  by  the  American  Psychi¬ 
atric  Association.  He  also  found 
that  Peluso  made  progress  in 
therapy  at  Bridgewater  by  openly 
accepting  himself  as  a  homosex¬ 
ual.  Finally,  Steele  wrote,  “The 
evidence  showed  that  the  peti¬ 
tioner’s  sexual  contact  with  boys 
was  in  consensual  and  mutually 
agreed  upon  circumstances .... 
[and]  there  is  no  evidence  of  peti¬ 
tioner’s  propensity  to  inflict 
physical  or  psychological  injury 
on  them.” 

Reeves,  who  co-ordinated  the 
defense,  further  commented, 
“There  are  at  least  25  other  men 
held  at  Bridgewater  as  sexually 


dangerous  because  of  consensual 
sex  with  boys.  Peluso’s  case 
means  that  these  men  need  no 
longer  humiliate  themselves  by 
claiming  to  be  ‘cured’  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  or  their  love  for  boys. 
NAMBLA  has  shown  that  a 
straightforward  defense  can  be 
successful  and  that  a  reasonable 
judge  will  agree  that  ‘sexually 
dangerous’  ought  to  apply  only  to 
persons  who  have  coerced  or 
physically  and  psychologically 
harmed  others  and  are  likely  to  do 
so  again.  This  is  a  victory  of 
man/boy  lovers  and  a  defeat  for 
homophobia.” 

During  the  SDP  hearing,  prose¬ 
cutor  Katz  brought  up  Peluso’s 
ties  with  NAMBLA  as  evidence 
that  he  had  “not  been  rehabili¬ 
tated.”  Steele  commented  that 
such  membership  was  not  relevant 
to  the  case. 

Peluso,  on  receiving  word  of 
the  decision  from  Iandoli,  said, 
“I’m  happy  as  a  pig  in  shit.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


the  conference. 

Also  on  hand  was  Michael 
Smith,  founder  of  the  national 
Black  and  White  Men  Together 
organization,  who  led  a  workshop 
entitled  "The  Two  Hidden  Ene- 
mis,  or  Who  is  the  Real  Racist.” 

Video-taped  programs  on  the 
lesbian  and  gay  male  experience  in 
the  media  provided  by  the  Gay 
Archives  of  Texas  ran  continu¬ 
ously  during  the  first  day  of  the 
conference  in  a  special  video 
room. 

The  diversity  of  interests  was 
also  evident  in  the  organizational 


displays  and  booths  set  up  in  the 
auditorium  of  the  First  Unitarian 
Church,  where  the  conference  was 
held.  These  included  the  Houston 
Chapter  of  the  Gay  Atheist 
League  of  America, 

Interact/Houston,  The  Gay 
Archives  of  Texas,  Dignity/Hous¬ 
ton,  the  Texas  Gay  Task  Force, 
Black  and  White  Men  Together, 
Church  of  Christian  Faith,  and  a 
women’s  bookstore. 

The  conference  was 
concluded  with  a  business  meeting 
of  the  Texas  Gay  Task  Force 
(TGTF),  sponsor  of  the  confer¬ 


ence,  which  is  rebuilding  after  a 
period  of  organizational  prob¬ 
lems. 

The  future  of  the  Texas  Gay 
Conference  is  unclear.  There  were 
no  bidders  for  the  1982  conference 
and  the  matter  will  be  decided  by 
the  TGTF  board  of  directors. 

As  a  part  of  the  rebuilding  of 
TGTF,  the  only  state-wide  gay 
and  lesbian  organization  in  Texas, 
it  was  announced  that  the  organi¬ 
zation  will  begin  publishing  a 
state-wide  publication  of  in-depth 
coverage  of  gay  and  lesbian  news 
and  educational  material. 


Court  Upholds  Sex  Law 


By  Mark  A.  Perigard 

BALTIMORE,  MD  —  In  a  case 
with  important  implications  for 
gay  people  in  Maryland,  a 
19-year-old  high-school  student 
accused  of  raping  a  16-year-old 
female  was  found  innocent  on 
that  charge  but  found  guilty  of 
having  “perverted  sex”  with  her 
under  the  Maryland  statute  pro¬ 
hibiting  perverted  sexual  prac¬ 
tices,  the  same  statute  that  is  used 
here  to  prosecute  gay  men. 

In  the  case  of  Kelly  v.  the 
State,  Kelly  and  a  friend  were 
charged  with  abducting  and 
raping  the  teenager  and  with  per¬ 
verted  sexual  practices. 

According  to  testimony  heard 
during  the  trial,  the  young  woman 
had  initiated  the  encounter  and 
went  to  the  police  after  the  two 
men  showed  contempt  for  her  per¬ 
formance. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of 
not  guilty  on  all  counts  in  the 
indictment  that  alleged  non-con- 
sensual  sexual  conduct. 

However,  the  judge  instructed 
the  jury  that  under  the  Maryland 
statute  against  perverted  sexual 
practices,  which  in  this  case  was 
fellatio,  consent  or  lack  of  consent 
was  not  a  relevant  element  in  the 
defense.  If  the  jury  found  that  the 
act  had  occurred,  then  they  were 
required  to  bring  back  a  guilty 
verdict. 

The  jury  found  Kelly  guilty  and 
he  was  given  a  one-year  suspended 
sentence  and  five  years  probation. 


License 

told  the  board.  “Mr.  Sorrentino’s 
plan  is  simply  to  continue  the 
business  that  is  being  operated 
now.” 

Asked  to  elaborate  on  the 
nature  of  that  business,  Sorren- 
tino  replied  that  he  envisioned  “a 
well-run  neighborhood  type  of 
establishment  with  dancing, 
maybe  some  movies,  video 
movies,  some  good 
entertainment.” 

Sorrentino  stressed  that  he 
needed  to  experiment  with  various 
forms  of  entertainment  at  the 
location  in  order  to  determine 
how  best  to  turn  it  into  a  money¬ 
making  operation.  He  said  he 
planned  to  continue  the  same  sort 
of  experimentation  which  had 
been  underway  at  Lulu  White’s. 
In  order  to  do  this,  Sorrentino 
claimed,  he  needed  an  entertain¬ 
ment  license  without  conditions. 

But  Gargiulo  criticized  the 
vagueness  of  Sorrentino’s  pro¬ 
posals  and  expressed  doubt  as  to 
whether  the  board  would  approve 
an  open-ended  entertainment  li¬ 
cense  for  a  club  in  a  residential 
neighborhood. 

“If  you  wanted  to  do  this  in  the 
financial  district,  this  hearing 
would  have  been  over  an  hour 
ago,”  Gargiulo  told  the  peti- 


Kelly’s  lawyer.  Dr.  Barbara 
Mello  of  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  appealed  the  case 
to  the  Court  of  Special  Appeals, 
arguing  that  the  statute  was 
unconstitutional  in  violating  the 
rights  to  privacy  and  equal  protec¬ 
tion. 

In  her  defense,  she  claimed  the 
statute  is  unnecessary  because  all 
non-consensual  sexual  conduct  is 
covered  by  Maryland’s  recent  re¬ 
vision  of  the  sex  offender  laws, 
the  Comprehensive  Sex  Offense 
Act.  She  argued  that  the  kinds  of 
consensual  conduct  the  state  finds 
tolerable  is  solely  an  expression  of 
legislative  judgment,  which  she 
said  the  state  has  no  right  to 
make. 

The  Court  of  Special  Appeals 
upheld  the  conviction  and  the 
constitutionality  of  the  statute, 
and  in  an  interview  with  The  Gay 
Paper,  Dr.  Mello  said  the  court 
quoted  from  Leviticus,  Exodus 
and  Deutoronomy  in  the  decision. 

The  case  was  appealed  to  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  which  after 
almost  six  months,  decided  that 
Kelly  was  guilty  because  he  did 
not  ensure  privacy  while  commit¬ 
ting  the  “perverted  act.”  The  inci¬ 
dent  took  place  at  an  abandoned 
Nike  missile  site. 

The  court  ruled  that  since  the 
act  was  committed  outdoors  in  a 
place  accessible  by  “uninvited 
persons,”  Kelly  was  guilty. 

Although  the  case  involves 
heterosexuals,  it  has  important 


tioners.  “But  for  some  reason  you 
choose  to  go  into  a  residential 
neighborhood.” 

Little  mention  was  made  during 
the  hearing  of  rumors  that  Sorren¬ 
tino  and  Vara  plan  to  develop  the 
establishment  into  a  “denim 
disco,”  as  charged  in  a  leaflet 
distributed  by  the  Ellis  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Association. 


One  gay  South  End  resident 
told  GCN  that  “70  to  80  percent 
of  the  gay  people  in  the  South  End 
are  against  it.  It’s  not  because  it’s 
a  gay  bar.” 

William  Rowe,  an  architect 
with  offices  directly  above  the 
club,  charged  at  the  hearing  that 
“the  man  has  proposed  nothing. 
There’s  no  money  verification,  no 
list  of  talent,  no  architectural 
design,  no  management  strategy 
specific  to  the  neighborhood,  and 
I  feel  that  we  owe  it  to  him  to  pro¬ 
tect  him  from  himself.  Should  it 
be  the  case  that  he  wishes  to  ex¬ 
periment  around,  I  wish  to  state 
that  I  don’t  want  my  neighbor¬ 
hood  to  be  a  guinea  pig  for  his 
financial  blunderings.” 

Scores  of  residents,  neighbor¬ 
hood  businesspersons  and  elected 
officials  came  to  the  meeting  or 
sent  letters  to  the  board  opposing 
the  petition. 


implications  for  Maryland  gay 
people.  The  perverted  sexual 
practice  law  under  which  Kelly 
was  found  guilty  is  commonly 
used  against  gays  here. 

If  Kelly  had  won  his  case,  the 
conviction  would  not  stand 
because  he  was  prosecuted  under 
an  unconstitutional  statute.  The 
state  would  no  longer  be  entitled 
to  any  conviction  under  that  sta¬ 
tute  and  could  not  prosecute  in 
any  case  of  consensual  sexual 
conduct. 

According  to  Dr.  Mello,  the 
state  would  still  have  been  able  to 
prosecute  public  lewdness,  sexual 
activity  with  minors  and  non- 
consensual  encounters. 

But  the  activities  of  two  con¬ 
senting  gay  people  at  home  would 
no  longer  be  any  business  of  the 
state. 

While  Dr.  Mello  told  The  Gay 
Paper  that  there  was  a  possibility 
she  would  seek  a  Supreme  Court 
review,  there  seems  to  be  little 
likelihood  that  Kelly’s  conviction 
and  the  statute  will  be  overturned. 

Baltimore  lawyer  Joseph  Stew¬ 
art  told  GCN  that  it  would  be  a 
waste  of  time  to  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court.  “The  Maryland 
Supreme  Court  is  not  a  Warren 
court,  not  a  liberal  court.  It  is  not 
interested  in  expanding  gay  rights 
or  privacy  laws.  If  anything,  it  is 
interested  in  doing  just  the  oppo¬ 
site,”  he  said. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


State  Representative  Tom  Val- 
lely,  who  represents  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  appeared  personally  to 
voice  his  objections.  “They  say 
‘we  want  a  neighborhood  bar 
The  neighborhood  is  here  today 
and  they  do  not  want  this  bar,” 
Vallely  declared. 

City  Councillor  Raymond 
Flynn  also  appeared,  and  Coun¬ 
cillors  Rosemarie  Sansone  and 
Lawrence  DiCara  both  sent  letters 
opposing  the  petition. 

Michael  Demarco,  an  attorney 
represnting  the  Neighbors  United 
Coalition,  presented  the  board 
with  a  packet  of  50  letters  from 
residents  opposing  the  purchase. 
The  coalition  comprises  six  local 
neighborhood  groups  in  metro¬ 
politan  Boston,  including  associa¬ 
tions  in  Bay  Village,  Beacon  Hill, 
the  Back  Bay  and  the  Ellis  Neigh¬ 
borhood,  the  part  of  the  South 
End  where  Lulu’s  is  located. 

Among  others  appearing  or 
sending  representatives  were  the 
presidents  of  New  England  Medi¬ 
cal  Center,  the  Franklin  Institute 
and  the  University  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  at  Boston.  The  Boston  Police 
Department,  the  Boston  Redevel¬ 
opment  Authority,  the  YWCA 
and  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Workers  Union  also  voiced  their 
opposition. 
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Speaking  Out 


A  Not-So-Personal-Goodbye 


By  Katherine  Triant afillou 

It  was  midday  when  I  took  the  call  that  broke  the  news.  “Margot  Karle  is  dead,”  said 
the  caller.  I  looked  up  at  my  client/friend  and  muttered,  I’m  sure,  nothing  coherent.  It  was 
just  the  week  before  that  I  had  located  the  cassette  of  the  workshop  Margot  and  I  did  at  the 
Women  and  the  Law  Conference  last  April.  I  had  made  a  mental  note  to  follow  up  on  the 
tentative  project  we  had  discussed. 

“Margot  Karle  is  dead,”  said  the  caller.  I  didn’t  know  her  well,  but  the  information 
stunned  me.  I  knew  her  through  her  work,  our  common  work  as  lesbian  lawyers.  There  were 
phone  calls  over  the  years,  referrals,  exchanges  of  information  in  legal/lesbian  jargon.  The 
tapestry  of  being  a  lesbian  lawyer  and  active  in  the  community. 

We  finally  met  at  the  Women  and  the  Law  Conference  with  the  “oh,  so  you’re  .  .  .” 
phrase  that  is  echoed  over  and  over  at  these  kinds  of  meetings,  the  faces  finally  to  match  the 
names  and  voices  that  have  become  familiar  in  our  not-so-large  community.  We  did  a 
workshop  on  alternative  conflict  resolution,  mediation  and  arbitration  of  community 
disputes.  Margot  talked  about  arbitration,  a  more  formal  method  than  the  Gay  Mediation 
Services  that  Bonnie  Engelhardt  and  I  spoke  about.  Margot  struck  me  as  more  formal,  more 
“straight.”  But  she  loosened  up  as  she  narrated  the  case  involving  Audre  Lordeas  arbitrator 
and  the  “judgment  in  meter.”  My  equally  formal  respect  for  her  work  turned  to  genuine 
fondness  by  the  end  of  the  panel.  We  talked  about  forming  a  network  of  gay  mediators 
throughout  the  country  because  of  our  closely  connected  communities;  and  we  joked  about 
the  New  York-Boston-San  Francisco  triangle,  our  peculiar  form  of  legal  and  personal 
lesbian  incest. 

We  caught  up  again  at  the  Lesbian  Caucus  meeting.  More  lists  of  names  and 
networking  as  she  chaired  the  gathering  of  over  300  women  in  the  room.  I  remember  asking 
the  audience  how  many  had  been  practicing  for  more  than  five  years.  Margot’s  and  my  hand 
were  the  two  out  of  three  raised  in  the  room.  We  looked  at  each  other  grimly,  with  that 
unspoken  bond  of  tiredness  and  chagrin. 

I’m  writing  about  Margot  not  because  we  were  close  personal  friends.  1  didn’t  know  her 
lover,  her  friends  or  family,  the  storries  that  informed  her  life.  I  am  writing  because  we  were 
colleagues  in  a  very  specialized  field.  Dyke  lawyers  in  private  practice.  Damn  new  of  us 
around.  Damn  fewer  out  and  involved  with  notions  of  arbitration  and  mediation  and  the 
experience  to  transform  the  rhetoric  into  reality.  Damn  few  of  us  community  practitioners 
who  could  form  a  corporation  for  a  collective,  do  a  divorce  or  will,  pursue  a  constitutional 
issue,  know  the  struggle  to  pay  the  rent  every  month  and  be  there  for  the  community  of  not- 
so-wealthy  lesbians. 

I  do  not  know  if  she  was  liked  by  New  Yorkers  or  admired  or  respected  there.  It  doesn’t 
much  matter  to  me.  We  all  have  our  detractors,  our  disgruntled  clients  and  politically 
perfect  counterparts,  especially  in  our  home  towns.  She  was  important  to  me  because  she 
was  there.  Meeting  Margot  broke  down  the  isolation  I  have  often  felt  as  a  lesbian  lawyer 


doing  the  particfular  kind  of  work  I  do.  I  felt  enthusiastic  about  the  possibilities  for  greater 
contact  and  collaboration.  I  knew  without  a  whole  lot  of  words  what  much  of  her  daily  life 
was  like.  Like  mine. 

Margot  Karle  is  dead,  said  the  caller.  The  words  leave  me  as  cold  as  they  read.  I  have  not 
spoken  to  Roz  Richter  (of  Lambda  Legal  Defense)  nor  Donna  Hitchens  (of  the  Lesbian 
Rights  Project).  They  must  know  her  better  than  I  do,  but  I  suspect  we’re  thinking  some  of 
the  same  things.  Our  psychic  survival  depends  on  the  knowledge  that  there  are  others  out 
there  like  us.  We  may  not  speak  often,  but  we  are  there.  Losing  Margot  feels  like  some  sort 
of  political  rollback,  another  one  for  the  moral  majority,  regardless  of  the  cause  of  death. 

Do  we  have  a  ritual  for  dead  lesbian  lawyers?  How  do  we  mark  the  passing  of  a 
colleague  we  “barely  knew”?  I  am  shocked,  grieved  and  pained  by  the  loss.  These  are  trite 
phrases.  There  is  nothing  to  say  about  the  loss  of  such  an  enormous  resource  to  the 
community. 

Will  it  help  to  say  we’ll  all  try  harder  to  take  up  the  slack?  Will  it  help  to  say  we’ll 
continue  the  work  she  believed  in?  Will  it  help  if  everyone  sent  money  to  some  legal  defense 
fund  in  her  name?  It  all  feels  trite  and  not  enough. 

There  are  too  few  of  us  I  was  told  in  the  not-too-distant-past  when  1  had  decided  to 
throw  in  the  towel  and  was  referring  my  clients  to  other  lawyers.  There  are  still  too  few  of  us 
and  still  fewer  words  to  mark  the  loss  of  her  years  of  legal  experience,  the  projects  she 
encouraged,  and  the  ones  she  had  yet  to  start. 

This  is  a  not-so-personal  goodbye,  Margot.  I  knew  your  work,  your  staccato 
modulation,  your  humor  about  the  insanity  of  our  work-lives.  Perhaps  Audre  will  say  it 
better,  these  frustrated  feelings  of  grief  sitting  here  alone  in  my  office. 

An  accident?  She  was  so  precise,  so  thorough  in  her  legal  work,  I  cannot  imagine  it. 

I  shall  have  to  leave  the  intimate  eulogies  to  others  who  knew  the  depth  and  source  of 
her  nerous  energy,  for  I  have  but  fragments  of  her  life  in  my  memory.  A  one-dimensional 
retrospective  that  linked  us  together,  with  post-mortem  affection  and  bumbling  words 
attesting  to  her  strength  as  a  lawyer.  Hardly  a  Brandeis  brief,  but  all  the  same,  I  wanted  to 
say  a  not-so-personal-goodbye. 

You  were  very  good,  Margot,  and  1  shall  miss  you. 

©  1981  Katherine  Triantafillou 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the 
community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Submissions  to  “Speaking 
Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if  possible,  held  to  under  five 
pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN, 
22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  0210X. 


Community  Voices 


unconscionable 

Dear  Editor, 

Regarding  your  article  of  a  few  issues  ago  on 
Provincetown,  Vol.  9,  No.  2,  July  25,  1981,  the 
Provincetown  Business  Guild,  located  in  Pro¬ 
vincetown,  MA,  is  working  every  day  to  cultivate 
a  congenial  atmosphere  with  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  and  town  government. 

When  an  article  is  printed  without  conscience, 
as  I  feel  yours  was,  then  the  irresponsibility  must 
be  pointed  out.  Our  New  York  City  patrons  are 
also  concerned  without  justification.  The  indi¬ 
vidual  you  interviewed  was  an  unfortunate  victim 
of  his  own  circumstance  and  weakness. 

May  we,  as  your  advertisers,  and  many  sub¬ 
scribers,  suggest  if  there  is  a  “next  time”  please 
contact  us  at  the  Provincetown  Business  Guild. 
Sincerely, 

Larry  Silberhorn 

President  and  Chairman  of  the  Board 
Provincetown  Business  Guild 
Provincetown,  MA 


commendations 

Dear  GCN, 

Commendations  for  your  interview  of  Pat 
Califia  and  Gayle  Rubin. 

It’s  refreshing  to  read  such  common  sense. 
Where  can  I  get  hold  of  Gayle  Rubin’s  The 
Traffic  in  Women ? 

Sincerely, 

Joanna  Russ 
Seattle,  WA 

Editor’s  Note:  The  Traffic  in  Women;  Notes  on 
the  Political  Economy  of  Sex  can  be  found  in  the 
anthology:  Toward  an  Anthropology  of  Women, 
ed.  by  Rayna  Reiter,  1975,  Monthly  Review 
Press,  62  West  14th  St.,  NYC,  NY  1001  1  (paper¬ 
back  edition  $6.95;  include  money  for  postage 
when  ordring). 


bring  back  the  old 
gen 

Gentlefolk: 

I’m  ashamed  and  sad  that  the  first  issue  of 
GCN  I’ve  seen  since  coming  out  to  California 
(Vol.  9,  No.  3,  8/1/81)  continues  to  play  up  les¬ 
bian  issues  at  the  expense  of  the  welfare  of  the  gay 
community  at  large. 

1  refer  to  your  cover  in  that  issue,  displaying  a 
photo  calling  attention  to  a  story  on  lesbian  social 
history  and,  in  boldface  type  below,  an  an¬ 
nouncement  of  a  lesbian  book  review  and  inter¬ 
view,  both  above  the  lightface  headline  referring 
to  the  current  NAMBLA  outrage. 

The  NAMBLA  story,  which  was  well-re¬ 
searched  and  informative,  was  in  the  tradition 
I ’ye  come  to  expect  from  GCN,  of  solid  reporting 
on  important  political  and  legal  issues  confront¬ 
ing  the  whole  men’s  and  women’s  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Why  was  it  not  the  photo  story  at  the  head  of 
the  cover  page?  That  issue  of  GCN  lay  on  my  cof¬ 
fee  table  for  24  hours  before  I  even  noticed  the 
NAMBLA  headline.  It  certainly  couldn’t  have  at¬ 
tracted  the  attention  of  many  gay  readers  glanc¬ 
ing  at  GCN  in  racks. 

The  lack  of  a  serious  gay  male  oriented  publica¬ 
tion  in  the  Boston  area  compounds  this  error. 
Here  in  San  Francisco,  where  four  major  gay  per¬ 
iodicals  vie  for  the  reader’s  attention,  none  would 
run  two  “entertainment”  features  above  a  story 
like  NAMBLA.  You  lesbians  and  feminist-orient¬ 
ed  gay  men  who  continue  placing  higher  priority 
on  women’s  issues  and  soft-pedaling  men’s  and 
general  gay  interest  material  are  doing  yourselves, 
and  the  rest  of  the  community,  a  deep  and  con¬ 
temptible  disservice. 

I’m  sure  many  young  gay  men  and  women  in 
the  Boston  area  are  suffering  from  the  lack  of  a 
strong,  sensible  gay  source  like  the  old  GCN,  that 
helped  me  to  come  out  gay  and  proud  years  ago. 
Thanks  for  that  help.  Please  don’t  withhold  it 
now  and  let  GCN  deteriorate  into  a  16-  page 
lesbian  News  Notes. 

Sincerely, 

George  Androvette 
San  Francisco,  CA 


prison  life 

Dear  GCN  Member, 

Thank  you  for  sending  the  paper  and  sincerely 
I’m  grateful.  Your  paper  brings  my  heart  closer  to 
the  gay  world  and  my  brothers  and  sisters. 

As  I  read  my  paper  I  was  most  interested  in  arti¬ 
cles  in  Vol.  9,  No.  3  and  Vol.  9,  No.  4,  “Prisoners 
Under  the  New  Right”  and  “On  the  Inside  Look¬ 
ing  Out.”  These  articles  were  written  by  Jack 
Kunsman.  I  feel  his  article  is  true,  but  in  some 
prisons  gays  are  not  under  attack. 

Here  at  Rockview  we  are  respected  and  under¬ 
stood.  I  educate  guards  as  well  as  inmates  to  the 
real  truths  about  gay  people.  Attitudes  are  chang¬ 
ing  and  a  good  percentage  of  men  here  realize  that 
gays  are  more  than  sex  hounds.  It’s  hard  for  them 
to  relate  to  gays  due  to  their  sexual  upbringing  but 
they  are  trying.  Today  one  said,  “There  is  not 
much  difference  between  you  and  I  other  than  our 
sexual  lifestyle.” 

All  the  gays  here  I  school  and  tell  them  not  to 
put  sex  as  their  first  issue  in  conversation  upon 
meeting  a  straight  inmate.  Ed  :cate  them  all  you 
can,  I  say!  But,  I  have  to  laugh  because 
“straights”  will  be  the  first  to  hound  a  gay  person 
for  sexual  contact,  moreso  than  the  gay  person. 
So,  I  educate  and  tell  my  gay  friends  to  handle 
straights  well  so  they  will  know  us  as  people  and 
not  just  a  mouth  or  ass. 

Furthermore,  and  through  13  years  of  prison, 
gays  will  not  have  sex  with  their  own,  only  with 
straight  dudes.  A  bad  error!  A  monkey  could  not 
have  a  marriage  with  a  fish  nor  could  a  straight 
really  fulfill  the  life  of  a  gay.  I  would  say  90  per 
cent  of  gays  will  only  have  sex  with  straights.  Very 
sad  because  the  act  is  only  “one  way.” 

But  as  far  as  Rockview  State  Prison,  gays  are 
not  mistreated  by  guards.  Inmates,  yes,  at  times. 
They  will  tend  to  think  we  are  weak  and  not  nor¬ 
mal.  Each  day  I  prove  them  wrong!  For  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  Rockview  they  put  a  gay 
dude  in  the  butcher  shop  cutting  meat  —  who? 
Me!  A  rough  road  it  was  to  prove  I  could  do  the 
job  as  well  as  them.  The  shop  is  full  of  bigots  and 
rednecks  but  I  swing  the  meat  as  good  as  them.  I 
lift  the  front  or  Quarter  over  my  shoulder  like 


them  but  they  laugh  and  say  “Look  at  her  swing 
that  meat.”  Then  I  yell  back  and  tell  them  to 
“Swing  this  meat.”  “Oh  no”  they  yell,  “not  the 
whip!”  They  all  see  my  9”  in  the  shower  and  they 
tease  me  about  it.  So,  I  came  a  long  way  in  the 
shop  and  gained  their  acceptance. 

Since  I  was  raised  in  a  heterosexual  society  I 
can  relate  to  them  but  they  have  trouble  relating 
to  me  because  they  were  never  raised  in  a  homo¬ 
sexual  society.  Too  bad  they  lack  the  knowledge 
and  education  of  our  way  of  life.  I  guess  I  would 
be  the  same  if  I  was  raised  differently. 

Today’s  youth  are  so  conditioned  and  brain¬ 
washed  by  parents,  peers,  church,  bible,  govern¬ 
ment  and  society  that  homosexuality  is  a  sin  and 
all  they  do  is  have  sex  —  so  untrue.  I  believe  God 
never  said  that,  man  did  in  order  to  make  a  better 
future  society.  The  bible,  a  rule  book!  They  knew 
if  they  did  not  write  what  they  did  the  world  could 
not  last!  So  they  wrote  against  homosexuality.  If 
gays  wrote  it,  I  wonder  how  it  would  be. 

All  in  all,  Rockview  is  not  rough  on  the  gays 
and  we  try  to  deal  with  prison  life  daily.  It’s  a  trip! 
Sometimes  I  wonder  who’s  gay  in  here  the  way 
the  straights  desire  homosexual  acts  so  much. 

God  bless  you  all  and  keep  up  the  good  work. 
Your  brother 
George  Keogh 
Bellefonte,  PA 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community 
Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters 
should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPAC¬ 
ED.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  pub¬ 
lished,  but  names  will  be  withheld  upon  re¬ 
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Film — - 

Men  Working  With  Men 

Up  From  Battering 


By  Cindy  Patton 
It  was  with  certain  mixed  feel¬ 
ings  that  I  went  to  see  To  Have  and 
To  Hold ,  the  new  film  about  coun¬ 
seling  men  who  batter  women.  My 
reluctance  was  natural,  I  suppose, 
since  I  found  it  hard  to  imagine 
what  such  a  film  would  be  like.  I 
had  an  image  of  who  these  terrible 
men  must  be,  but  in  the  back  of  my 
mind,  I  knew  that  they  aren’t  unu¬ 
sual  men,  they  are  our  fathers, 
brothers,  neighbors,  and  in-laws. 
As  a  woman  who  lives  in  a  society 
that  constantly  threatens  violence, 

I  wasn’t  so  sure  I  wanted  my  ster¬ 
eotypes  about  batterers  chal¬ 
lenged.  But  To  Have  and  To  Hold 
(along  with  the  excellent  film  We 
Will  Not  Be  Beaten ,  about  bat¬ 
tered  women)  puts  in  sobering  per¬ 
spective  a  problem  which  is  much 
greater  than  any  of  us. 

To  Have  and  To  Hold  is  a  well 
produced,  almost  slick  film.  Four 
men  who  at  one  time  battered  their 
wives  (and  in  at  least  two  cases 
nearly  killed  them)  talk  about  their 
experiences  of  battering,  of  realiz¬ 
ing  why  they  battered,  and  of 
struggling  to  change  themselves. 
All  of  these  men  are  white,  and  ei¬ 
ther  working  class  or  middle  class. 
For  each  of  these  men,  counseling 
was  successful  —  one  man  re¬ 
turned  to  his  wife,  the  other  three 
are  not  in  relationships  and  are . 
working  to  rebuild  their  lives. 

At  critical  points  in  the  film,  the 
staffers  of  Emerge  (an  all-male 
counseling  center  for  men  who 
batter  their  partners)  discuss  the 
roots  of  battering,  the  vastness  of 
the  problem,  and  the  Emerge  phil¬ 
osophy.  Their  analysis  is  quite 
simple  and  clear:  We  live  in  a  soci¬ 
ety  that  teaches  men  that  they  have 
a  right  to  batter  women.  Everyone 
knows  men  who  batter  their  part¬ 
ners,  but  there  is  a  social  agree¬ 
ment  to  hide  the  problem,  to  con¬ 
sider  it  a  personal  problem. 
Emerge  believes  that  the  only  way 
to  stop  battering  is  to  get  the  wom¬ 
en  and  children  to  safety,  try  to 
reach  the  men  and  counsel  them, 
and  educate  society  that  the  prob¬ 
lem  is  a  social  problem  that  re¬ 
quires  a  major  change  in  the  way 
men  are  socialized.  No  small  task. 

Watching  the  film,  I  felt  con¬ 
flicted.  The  men  we  see  are  all  ex- 
batterers,  they  have  successfully 
completed  the  six  month  Emerge 
program.  They  seemed  rational 
and  in  control  They  talk  about 
how  out  of  touch  and  angry  they 
used  to  feel,  but  we  don’t  have  a 
real  sense  of  what  they  were  like 
before  counseling.  The  film  shows 
still  photos  of  victims  of  beatings, 
but  it  is  hard  to  relate  these  men  to 
the  brutality  and  anguish  experi- 

Support  gay  prisoners. 
Read  and  answer  our 
prisoner  penpal  ads 
on  the  classified  page. 


enced  by  women.  As  a  woman  who 
is  familiar  with  the  problem  and 
very  angry  that  women  have  to  go 
through  those  experiences,  I  had  a 
need  to  see  how  horrible  and 
frightening  these  men  are  when 
they  lose  control.  I  wanted  to  be 
given  the  space  to  be  angry  at  these 
men.  But  the  film  tries  to  empha¬ 
size  that  the  problem  is  a  social 
problem  larger  than  the  individu¬ 
als  involved.  And  while  it’s  hard 
not  to  be  angry  at  the  particular 
men  who  batter,  it  is  important  to 
remember  that  they  are  ordinary 
men,  from  every  social,  racial,  eth¬ 
nic,  professional,  and  economic 
group.  Much  of  the  value  of  this 
film  is  that  most  men  will  be  able 
to  identify  with  these  soft  spoken 
ex-batterers  and  come  to  realize 
that  they  themselves  are  potential, 
or  actual,  batterers.  (I  learned  af¬ 
terwards  that  the  film  will  always 
be  shown  after  a  film  about  bat¬ 
tered  women,  which  alleviated  my 
concern  that  To  Have  and  To 
Hold  might  minimize  the  experi¬ 
ence  of  battered  women.) 

The  film  is  optimistic.  Its  simple 
message  is  that  while  very  few  men 
seek  out  counseling  (and  then  al¬ 
most  always  because  their  partner 
has  learned  about  a  counseling 
program  from  a  shelter  and  insists 
that  he  go)  those  who  do  can  over¬ 
come  their  battering  problem.  The 
film  is  a  low-key,  frank  discussion 
by  ordinary  men  who  have  learned 
to  be  more  open  about  their  feel¬ 
ings,  have  learned  not  to  batter. 

I  talked  to  the  men  from  Emerge 
after  the  film  and  expressed  some 
of  my  concerns.  I  was  very  impres¬ 
sed  by  what  I  heard.  Again  and 
again,  the  men  from  Emerge  em¬ 
phasized  that  the  first  priority  is  to 
make  the  women  safe.  They  work 
closely  with  local  shelters  and 
engage  in  non-competitive  fund¬ 
raising,  so  that  Emerge  does  not 
apply  for  monies  that  might  other¬ 
wise  go  to  a  shelter.  In  fact, 
Emerge  actually  began  as  a  project 
of  the  shelter  movement. 

In  the  mid  ’70s,  women  in  the 
shelter  movement  recognized  the 
need  for  a  counseling  service  that 
could  work  with  men  who  batter. 
After  searching  for  politically 
committed  men  who  would  volun¬ 
teer  on  such  a  project,  some  men 
from  the  Boston  Men’s  Center 
began  working  with  women  from 
shelters.  Most  of  these  men  had 
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been  involved  in  the  Men’s  Move¬ 
ment  and  were  interested  in  doing 
support  work  for  battered  women. 
At  the  same  time,  they  recognized 
that  shelters  must  be  operated 
apart  from  men  in  order  for 
women  to  gain  the  self-sufficiency 
they  need  to  stay  out  of  battered 
situations.  The  project  which 
became  Emerge  afforded  an  ideal 
place  for  these  men  to  work  in 
solidarity  with  women  in  the 
shelter  movement. 

Structured  collectively,  Emerge 
provides  counseling  to  men  who 
batter,  community  education,  and 
training  to  anyone  who  wants  to 
start  a  similar  project.  Emerge 
maintains  its  close  connection  with 
shelters  and  local  women's  organ¬ 
izations  who  recommend  policy, 
direction,  and  provide  technical 
assistance. 

The  counselors  at  Emerge  have 
a  long  struggle  ahead.  It  is 
extremely  difficult  for  them  to 
contact  batterers  —  most  of  these 
men  don’t  think  they  have  a  prob¬ 
lem.  But  by  acknowledging  the  po¬ 
tentially  violent  parts  of  them¬ 
selves,  the  counselors  create  a 
sense  of  oneness  betwen  them¬ 
selves  and  the  men  who  come  for 


help.  They  are  creating  a  consci¬ 
ousness  that  battering  is  only  an 
extreme  on  a  continuum  of  acts 
and  attitudes  that  rob  women  of 
their  power  and  dignity.  Slowly, 
Emerge  may  make  the  difference 
in  society  as  it  has  in  the  lives  of 
individuals.  They  are,  in  a  very  real 
sense,  creating  the  movement 
parallel  to  the  shelter  movement 
that  does  not  try  to  isolate  “bad” 
men  and  try  to  fix  them,  but  tries 
to  help  all  men  stop  participating 
in  the  oppression  of  women. 

To  Have  and  To  Hold 

by  David  Lipman  and  Emerge 
will  premiere,  with  the  filmmaker, 
at  the  Harvard  Science  Center,  on 
Wednesday,  September  16,  at 
8:00.  Donation  $5  to  benefit 
Emerge.  There  will  be  additional 
screenings  on  Thursday, 
September  17,  at  7:30  and  9:00,  $3 
donation. 

Emerge  is  located  at  Room  205,  25 
Huntington  Avenue,  Boston,  MA 
02117,  617-267-7690. 
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Movies  ana  Politics:  Inventing  America 


by  Cindy  Patton 

Vito  Russo  is  the  author  of  the  recently  published  history  of 
homosexuality  in  the  cinema,  "The  Celluloid  Closet"  (Harper 
and  Row,  New  York,  1981,  276  pp.,  $15.95).  The  book  was 
many  years  in  the  making,  requiring  Vito  to  view  hundreds  of 
films.  In  this  interview  he  discusses  his  book,  sex  roles  in  film, 
lesbian  and  gay  filmmaking,  and  politics. 

Cindy:  Why  did  you  write  a  book  about  gays  in  the  cinema? 
Vito:  Well,  it  hadn't  been  done  the  woy  I  thought  it  should  be 
done.  Parker  Tyler  hod  written  a  book  in  1970,  called  "Screen¬ 
ing  the  Sexes."  He  wrote  about  gay  eroticism  in  the  movies 
from  an  underground  perspective  and  he  didn't  really  deal  with 
mainstream  films.  I  felt  that  there  was  no  book  that  dealt  with 
how  lesbians  and  gays  were  portrayed  in  Hollywood  films  — 
something  that  was  so  broad  that  my  mother  could  read  it  and 
understand  where  the  stereotypes  came  from. 

Gndy:  Who  were  you  writing  for? 

Vito:  The  people  who  read  books  in  this  country  are  a  small 
minority  so  that  real  change  by  writing  a  book  is  almost  impos¬ 
sible.  But  if  I  want  to  make  any  statement, it's  to  gay  people.  | 
would  like  to  teach  them  that  looking  to  Hollywood  for  a  real¬ 
istic  portrayal  of  the  way  lesbians  and  gays  live  in  this  country 
is  ridiculous.  I  would  like  to  get  them  to  realize  what  a  sham 
that  all  is,  that  one  must  not  expect  those  kind  of  films  to  come 
out  of  a  conglomerate  owned  by  Exxon  or  General  Motors.  If 
Hollywood  does  make  movies  with  positive  gay  people,  it's  not 
going  to  happen  until  gay  people  come  out.  That's  the  message 
to  closeted  gays  who  are  reoding  my  book  —  they're  always  the 
ones  who  are  yelling  that  the  media  picks  up  on  the  most  radical 
elements  of  the  gay  community  and  yet  they're  not  willing  to 
become  visible  in  order  to  change  that  image.  They  can't  expect 
Hollywood  to  reflect  their  quiet  lives,  when  the  truth  is  that 
they  are  invisible  in  society  to  begin  with. 

Cindy:  Have  you  gotten  a  'straight'  reaction  yet? 

Vito:  I  get  good  reactions  from  liberal  straights  with  some 
consciousness,  and  interesting  reactions  from  conservative 
straights,  because  the  subject  is  one  that  they  haven't  thought 
about  before.  When  you  read  all  the  suicides  in  the  necrology  at 
the  end  of  the  book  there  is  almost  nothing  you  can  say.  Even  a 
homophobic  interviewer  can't  come  up  with  enough  ammunition 
to  say  gays  have  really  not  been  treated  badly  in  the  movies. 
The  evidence  is  just  overwhelming!  And  I  always  point  out  that 
Hollywood  is  no  better  on  any  other  issue.  A  lot  of  people  think 
I’m  just  screaming  about  gays  in  Hollywood  but  I'm  trying  to 
point  out  that  Hollywood  is  not  geared  toward  minority  pro¬ 
gramming  —  you  don't  see  black  faces  in  the  movies  except  in 
blatantly  tokenistic  ways.  And  that  Charlie  Chan  movie  last  year 
was  like  dredging  up  Amos  and  Andy  and  no  one  protested! 

Cindy:  One  thing  about  the  book  that  particularly  struck  me  was 
the  ideo  that  World  War  Two  was  a  giant  'coming  out'  experi¬ 
ence  for  millions  of  American  males  and  at  the  same  time, 
women  became  integrated  into  society  in  a  new  way.  How  did 
the  films  of  the  fifties  deal  with  those  things? 

Vito:  After  the  war,  women  were  expected  to  return  to  their 
positions  behind  their  kitchen  sinks.  They  were  supposed  to  do 
men's  jobs  only  as  long  as  men  were  off  fighting  the  war,  and 
then  they  were  supposed  to  go  back  to  being  happy  little  house¬ 
wives.  This  profoundly  affected  the  images  of  women  in  the 
fifties.  Marilyn  Monroe  and  Jane  Mansfield  really  became  dumb 
sex-pots,  which  is  what  men  wanted  them  to  be.  All  of  the 
women  in  the  movies  in  the  late  '40s  and  '50s  who  were  the 
legacy  of  Joan  Crawford,  Bette  Davis,  Rosalind  Russell  and  the 
strong  business  woman,  became  really  deadly;  they  became 
freaks  of  nature  because  it  was  a  new  world.  Women  who 
assumed  male  roles  in  movies  were  put  down  for  it,  they  were 
called  neurotic  and  predatory  and  dangerous  to  the  family. 
Throughout  movies  in  the  fifties,  any  woman  who  wanted  a 
career  wasn't  a  natural  woman. 

Gndy:  How  did  the  male  sex  symbols  shift  from  the  forties  to 
the  fifties?  Did  the  "coming  out"  experience  of  WWII  affect 
this? 

Vito:  There  was  a  covert  gay  sensibility  at  work  in  the  '50s  that 
was  the  muscle  magazine  mentality,  adoring  the  male  body. 
People  like  Tab  Hunter,  Guy  Madison  and  Rock  Hudson  were 
groomed  in  a  very  gay  way.  I  bet  if  I  did  some  research  I'd  find 
that  they  were  molded  by  gay  men  in  Hollywood,  and  groomed 
to  be  gay  icons  for  a  gay  audience. 

Gndy:  What  about  the  sensitive,  alienated  heroes  like  James 
Dean  and  Monty  Clift? 

Vito:  They  were  the  great  tragedies,  the  casualties  of  the 
system  in  an  age  in  which  you  could  not  be  gay.  For  all  their 
rebellious  qualities,  Montgomery  Clift  and  James  Dean  were  still 
crushed  by  the  system  that  said  you  cannot  be  this  and  still  sur¬ 
vive.  All  the  biographies  of  Montgomery  Clift  agree  on  one 
thing;  Monty  was  an  honest,  sensitive  man  who  couldn't  bear  to 
hide  his  homosexuality.  What  killed  him  more  than  anything  else 
was  having  to  live  a  lie.  I  really  see  them  as  martyrs  to  an  idea. 
One  could  not  be  a  non-conformist  and  get  away  with  it. 

Gndy:  Do  you  think  there  was  a  structure  behind  all  these  films 
that  employed  the  strong  woman,  or  the  outcast  or  the  homo¬ 
erotic  man  in  some  way? 


Vito:  There  was  a  pervasive  super-structure  which  was  the 
sensibility  of  people  who  are  ghettoized  to  such  a  degree  that 
the  images  on  the  screen  are  the  only  revelation  of  their  life¬ 
style  above  ground.  During  the  fifties  when  people  were  so 
repressed,  these  films  formed  a  body  of  work  that  became  a 
focal  point  and  an  outlet  for  closeted  gays.  Lurking  just  beneath 
the  surface  was  this  powerful  sexuality  that  everyone  was  subli¬ 
mating  into  other  images,  waiting  for  it  to  break  —  which  it  did 
in  the  '60s.  Perhaps  the  late  '40s  and  early  '50s  produced  more 
interesting  films,  simply  because  the  neurotic  subtext  of  a  film 
like  "Gilda,"  with  Rita  Hayworth,  makes  fascinating  texture.  It 
made  a  better  film  than  most  films  that  are  just  outspoken. 

Gndy:  What  about  this  sexual  neuroticism  that  came  with  the 
films  of  the  '50s?  Before  the  '50s,  films  had  a  criminal  mental¬ 
ity  or  criminal  psychosis  in  the  subtext. 

Vito:  It  had  something  to  do  with  objectifying  people.  In  the 
'30s  and  '40s,  films  did  not  objectify  people  as  sexual  objects, 
or  symbols  for  sex.  A  woman  in  the  films  of  the  '30s  or  '40s, 
like  Harlow  or  Dietrich,  could  be  androgynous  or  erotic  or  any  of 
those  things  without  the  blatant  iconism  that  made  Jane 
Mansfield  and  Marilyn  Monroe  seem  unreal.  They  weren't  like 
real  women,  they  were  what  a  female  impersonator  might  do  to 
satirize  ultra-feminity.  There  were  silly  neurotics,  the  mannish 
sort  of  women  who  were  condemned  for  being  too  masculine, 
and  on  the  other  end  of  the  spectrum  were  the  overbearing 
Anita  Eckmans  with  enormous  breasts  and  things  that  were  so 
far  out  of  proportion  that  you  couldn't  believe  it.  The 
eroticization  of  the  whole  industry  took  place  in  the  '50s. 

Gndy:  Many  of  these  films  posture  Europe  as  decadent  and 
rotting  —  they  seem  to  say  that  if  you're  going  to  be  a  homo¬ 
sexual  you  can  escape  to  Europe,  but  if  you  stay  in  America 
you're  doomed. 

Vito:  That  has  been  equally  true  in  real  life.  A  lot  of  the  gay 
people  who  became  expatriates  in  Paris  did  so  because  they 
could  live  a  freer  lifestyle.  Films  came  out  of  that  era  that  were 
expressly  sexual  and  homosexual.  It  has  something  to  do  with 
the  studio  system.  In  Europe  a  director  can  raise  money  to  make 
a  good  movie  and  maybe  get  into  national  distribution.  But  in 
America  you  can't  make  a  movie  unless  it's  "Grease"  or  "Star 
Wars"  unless  you  are  a  Dustin  Hoffman  or  Robert  Redford  and 
you  have  the  money  and  the  clout  to  make  it  yourself.  European 
films  can  get  away  with  more  than  American  films  in  terms  of  a 
small  personal  statement  on  a  subject  that  people  want  to  think 
about.  At  the  same  time  they  don't  get  the  largest  audiences. 
The  European  films  that  we  like,  "The  Consequence,"  or 
"Nighthawks,”  don't  reach  half  the  audience  of  a  film  like  "La 
Cage  aux  Folles,"  which  panders  to  a  heterosexual  idea  of  what 
gays  are. 

Gndy:  Is  that  something  intrinsic  to  the  style  of  American  film- 
making? 

Vito:  The  style  of  American  filmmaking  is  one  of  creating 
Illusion,  of  creating  an  American  dream  that  we  can  all  believe, 
even  if  it  never  really  existed.  It  goes  along  with  the  new 
Administration's  idea  of  believing  that  America  is  No.  1  and 
becoming  powerful  again.  The  truth  is  that  we  have  always  had 
these  shabby  illusions.  The  style  of  American  filmmaking  says 
that  America  is  this  wonderful  place  where  you  can  have  any¬ 
thing,  when  the  exact  opposite  is  more  often  true.  We  make 
movies  that  are  fantasies  of  the  American  dream.  In  Eldridge 
Cleaver's  "Soul  on  Ice,"  Beverly  Axelrod  says,  "Our  tragedy 
does  not  derive  from  our  fantasy  of  what  homosexuals  are,  but 
from  our  fantasy  of  what  America  is.  We  have  made  each  other 
up."  We  have  made  each  other  up,  like  a  story  and  we  are  still 
acting  it  out.  It's  a  sin  of  style  in  American  films  that  we  per¬ 
petuate  this,  or  escape  from  it. 

Gndy:  The  New  Right  relies  heavily  on  that  shabby  illusion.  How 
are  they  going  to  react  to  the  new  films  coming  out  this  next 
year? 

Vito:  I  'm  fascinated  that  the  Moral  Majority  is  not  concerned 
with  "La  Cage  Aux  Folles"  —  for  obvious  reasons,  the  charac¬ 
ters  are  just  harmless  fools,  who  never  touch  each  other  and 
never  have  sex.  There  is  a  film  coming  out  from  Paramount 
called  "Partners"  about  a  gay  cop  and  a  straight  cop  who  are 
partners.  It's  meant  to  be  a  comedy,  and  if  it's  offensive,  and 
funny  to  a  major  audience,  then  the  Moral  Majority  will  not  go 
after  it. 

But  there's  a  film  called  "Making  Love"  which  I  think  they 
might  go  after.  As  unacceptable  as  the  premise  of  "Making 
Love"  may  be  to  me  as  a  person,  it  still  challenges  the  hetero¬ 
sexual  idea  of  homosexuality,  it's  like  a  "Guess  Who's  Coming 
to  Dinner?"  of  the  gay  movement. 

It  has  several  things  to  upset  the  Moral  Majority  —  first,  it 
says  that  a  homosexual  relationship  can  be  on  par  with  and  just 
as  valid  as  a  heterosexual  one,  which  is  the  last  thing  they  want 
a  movie  to  teach.  And  second,  it  has  a  really  good  relationship 
between  two  men.  In  the  beginning  of  the  film  the  main  char¬ 
acter  meets  a  man  and  falls  in  love  with  him.  That  man  does  not 
want  a  monogamous  relationship,  he  thinks  that  gay  relation¬ 
ships  should  be  different  from  straight  relationships.  I  think 
they'll  attack  that,  because  it  portrays  him  as  happy  and 
healthy.  Even  heterosexuals  don't  get  portrayed  as  happy  and 
healthy  if  they  are  promiscuous. 

There's  an  explicit  sex  scene  between  the  men  which  is  going 
to  upset  a  lot  of  people.  I  said  to  the  director,  "How  do  you 


intend  to  film  this  scene?  After  all  he's  not  satisfied  with  his 
wife  and  he  finally  meets  the  man  he  loves,  so  it  should  be 
explosively  erotic."  He  said,  "I  don't  know."  So  I  said,  "Well 
how  do  you  intend  to  avoid  the  old  cliche  of  having  them  kiss 
and  then  cut  to  them  smoking  a  cigarette  afterwards,  lying  on 
their  bed?  He  laughed  and  said,  "I  haven't  struggled  with  that 
yet.  And  I  talked  to  the  screen  writer  (who  is  openly  gay)  after 
they  shot  the  scene  and  asked  him  how  it  had  gone.  He  said, 

Brilliantly!  He  went  further  than  I  ever  thought  he  would  go, 
but  it  s  shot  in  such  a  way  that  if  they  run  screaming  from  the 
theater  in  Omaha,  we  can  cut  it." 

Gndy:  In  the  book  you  talk  about  tv  as  being  more  responsive 
than  film.  Has  that  changed  with  the  clean-up  campoign 
launched  by  the  fundamentalists? 

Vito:  That's  changing  and  that's  unfortunate.  Television, 
because  of  the  fairness  doctrine,  has  been  able  to  play  a  diver¬ 
sity  of  lesbian  and  gay  experience  that  the  movies  have  not  por¬ 
trayed.  I'm  thinking  particularly  of  The  War  Widow.  That's  the 
best  thing  I've  ever  seen  on  tv.  Gena  Rolands  and  Jane  Alex¬ 
ander  in  A  Question  of  Love  were  also  good. 

The  Moral  Majority  is  now  in  the  position  that  the  National 
Gay  Task  Force  was  in  eight  years  ago,  of  putting  pressure  on 
advertisers  to  get  what  they  want.  It's  like  a  weapon  that  any¬ 
body  can  use  to  get  what  they  want.  But  the  difference  between 
what  the  Moral  Majority  did  with  the  FCC  and  what  we  did  is 
really  very  clear.  We  were  not  saying  "Take  something  off  the 
air  because  we  don't  want  to  see  it."  We  were  saying,  "Balance 
your  act.  If  you  have  to  portray  bigots,  and  there  are  bigots  in 
the  world,  then  balance  it."  The  Moral  Majority  is  saying  some¬ 
thing  different,  they  are  saying  that  there  are  some  subjects 
which  are  not  proper  to  explore  at  all. 

There's  a  difference  between  forcing  networks  to  be  respon¬ 
sible  and  calling  for  censorship.  And  I  think  that  people  should 
realize  that  the  Moral  Majority  is  not  using  our  tactics,  they  are 
using  censorship  tactics. 

Gndy:  Didn't  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  actually  go  to  the  pro¬ 
ducers  rather  than  the  sponsors? 

Vito:  Precisely.  We  went  to  the  producers  and  said,  "Listen, 
don't  you  think  this  is  silly?  Couldn't  you  please  discuss  this 
with  us?"  And  it  worked.  They  were  open  to  talking  with  us. 

Gndy:  Fassbinder  is  an  important  filmmaker  to  discuss  because 
he  is  an  openly  gay  director.  I  wonder  if  he  brings  his  gayness  or 
a  "gay  sensibility"  to  his  filmmaking? 

Vito:  Fassbinder  does  what  most  of  us  have  been  saying  we'd 
like  to  see  done.  He  makes  films  which  are  not  about  homosexu¬ 
ality,  but  in  which  homosexuality  is  implicit.  Fox  and  His  Friends 
is  often  called  a  homosexual  film  or  a  film  about  homosexuals, 
but  it  is  really  a  film  about  class  struggle,  about  the  exploitation 
of  the  working  class  by  the  bourgeoisie.  It  really  isn't  about 
homosexuality.  Fassbinder  does  us  all  a  service  just  by  being  a 
gay  filmmaker  who  brings  his  own  sensibilities  to  his  movies. 

Gndy:  Fassbinder  has  been  a  tremendous  box  office  success. 
Could  that  happen  here,  with  a  gay  American  director? 

Vito:  I  don't  think  so  because  with  the  home  video  market, 
movies  have  suddenly  become  spectacles  again.  It's  just  like  in 
the  '50s  when  people  stayed  home  to  watch  tv,  they  invented 
odorama,  and  3-d,  and  cinemascope.  Now  they're  saying, 
"What  are  we  going  to  do  to  get  people  back  in  theatres?"  The 
whole  industry  is  owned  by  giant  conglomerates  and  a  Fass¬ 
binder  couldn't  survive  in  that  atmosphere.  And  I  don't  even  see 
how  he  could  come  and  work  in  America  and  make  a  decent  film. 
America  has  got  this  stranglehold  on  commercial  product. 

Gndy:  Is  there  something  intrinsic  to  the  structure  of  American 
films  that  makes  a  guy  like  Fassbinder  not  want  to  make  a  film 
in  America? 

Vrto:  All  you  have  to  do  is  spend  a  little  time  in  Europe  to  find 
out  that  the  way  that  they  look  at  our  films  is,  well,  embarras¬ 
sing.  They  perceive,  correctly,  that  what  we  put  out  is  a  joke. 
Things  that  we  think  are  deep  and  serious  or  courageous,  they 
just  laugh  at.  When  Kramer  vs.  Kramer  opened  in  London,  they 
all  thought  of  this  as  America  s  serious  film,  and  they  prac¬ 
tically  laughed  it  off  the  screen.  They  thought  "Is  this  as  far  as 
Americans  have  gotten?  It's  so  elementary."  America  makes 
films  for  a  mass  mentality,  movies  that  any  idiot  could  under¬ 
stand.  Any  issue  is  so  watered  down  that  there  is  no  substance 
to  it. 

Gndy:  Why  are  these  Americon  films  so  attractive  to  us? 

Vito:  We  grew  up  with  a  star  system.  What  was  attractive  to  me 
about  Kramer  vs.  Kramer  was  Meryl  Streep.  What  was  attrac¬ 
tive  about  Ordinary  People  was  seeing  Mary  Tyler  Moore  in  a 
serious  role.  And  that's  because  of  my  American  upbringing. 
We'll  sit  through  anything  just  to  see  a  star.  And  I'll  freely 
admit  that  I'm  in  the  grip  of  that  and  even  to  today  I'd  go  see 
anything  with  ...  for  example,  Maureen  Stapleton  in  it.  I  don't 
care  what  it  is  —  if  there  was  a  poem  written  on  a  piece  of 
toilet  paper  and  she  was  going  to  read  it.  I'd  go.  I  don't  think 
there's  even  a  label  for  that  but  it  s  indicative  of  the  American 
filmgoers  mind. 

Gndy:  What  you've  done,  essentially,  |s  t0  provide  us  with  a 
film  history.  Can  we  begin  to  deve  op  a  gay  criticism?  Where  will 
that  go? 


Vito:  We  hove  begun  to  evolve  gay  criticism.  I'm  not  as  much  a 
part  of  that  as  I'd  like  to  be;  I  devoted  a  lot  of  time  as  a  film 
historian  because  that  needed  to  be  done.  There  are  people 
writing  not  from  the  perspective  of  gays  in  film,  but  gays  and 
film.  They  are  looking  at  the  whole,  analyzing  the  effect  of  gays 
in  the  industry  and  looking  at  sexuality  in  general  with  respect 
to  how  that  affects  gay  life  in  America.  The  future  is  not  in  doc¬ 
umenting  history  and  cataloging  our  old  stereotypes  but  in 
creating  a  new  film  criticism. 

Gndy:  What  will  that  be  like? 

Vito:  A  good  example  of  a  radical  new  way  of  looking  at  film  is 
Robin  Woods'  article  in  the  British  film  magazine  "Movie"  (the 
new  issue  on  American  movies  of  the  70s).  In  the  article  he 
points  out  that  "Cruising,"  unwittingly,  deals  with  more  of  the 
issues  of  gay  liberation  than  any  other  film  ever  made  by  Holly¬ 
wood.  His  reading  of  the  film  is  very  pro-"Cruising,"  and  validly 
so.  He  freely  admits  that  this  analysis  is  not  what  a  mass  audi¬ 
ence  would  take  home  with  them,  but  his  analysis  is  extraordin¬ 
arily  valuable  because  it  forces  us  to  see  the  dynamics  of  the 
film  in  the  context  of  gay  liberation. 

For  example,  there  is  a  scene  in  "Cruising"  where  for  no 
apparent  reason,  a  man  in  the  employ  of  the  police  appears, 
wearing  only  a  jock  strap  and  a  cowboy  hat,  and  beats  up  Al 
Pacino  in  the  police  station.  And  the  audience  is  saying  "Why? 
Who  is  this  man?"  Woods  argues  that  this  is  a  comment  on  the 
similarity  between  the  gay  male  obsession  with  uniform  and  the 
fascism  of  the  police.  Here  was  the  erotic  gay  symbol  acting  as 
the  fascist  oppressor.  Fascinating! 

Now  that  does  my  mother  no  good.  But  as  a  structural 
analysis  for  a  gay  person  who  is  concerned  with  those  images, 
the  question  becomes  what  can  we  do  about  it?  Should  we  just 
analyze  it  or  should  we  point  the  way  to  a  new  film  reference?  A 
lot  of  these  critics  are  frankly  admitting  that  Hollywood  is  never 
going  to  change  and  that  all  we  can  do  is  analyze  it  and  wait  for 
it  to  pass.  The  independents  are  where  we  should  be  looking  and 
I  think  that's  where  the  film  criticism  is  going  to  come. 

Gndy:  What  are  we  seeing  in  lesbian  and  gay  independent  film? 
Vito:  I  wondered  for  a  long  time  why  there  were  no  gay  films. 
The  feminist  movement  started  and  it  wasn't  long  before  there 
were  films  by  women  on  every  subject.  But  gay  films  are 
coming,  it  just  took  awhile.  I  went  to  the  International  Gay  Film 
Festival  (in  San  Francisco)  —  I  was  thrilled!  There  were  gay 
films  from  five  countries.  It  was  the  beginning  of  something  no 
one  had  ever  seen  before.  The  fact  that  lesbians  and  gay  men 
have  cameras  in  their  hands  all  over  the  world.  .  .  . 

Gndy:  I  was  struck,  in  both  "Word  Is  Out"  and  "Greetings  from 
Washington,  D.C.,"  by  the  fact  that  during  the  editing,  the 
filmmakers  involved  so  many  different  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
They  said  "What  should  stay?  What  should  come  out?"  It  made 
that  film  special.  What  does  this  new  documentary  style  mean 
for  lesbian  and  gay  liberation? 

Vito:  I  was  in  San  Francisco  for  the  opening  of  "Greetings  From 
Washington,"  where  there  were  1,500  people.  That  was  an 
experience!  I  have  a  very  heightened  sense  of  community,-  if  I 
have  any  commitment  to  something  concrete,  it's  to  this  idea 
that  we're  a  community.  Despite  a  lot  of  political  differences, 
there's  a  basic  commitment  that  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  going 
to  treat  each  other  like  people.  I  never  in  my  life  felt  that  as 
strongly  as  the  night  I  introduced  "Greetings,"  and  that  was 
when  I  first  realized  that  because  of  "Word  Is  Out"  and 
"Greetings,"  an  entire  new  form  of  documentary  had  been  cre¬ 
ated.  It  also  happened  with  "Witches,  Dykes,  Faggots, 
Poofters"  by  Digby  Duncan,  from  Australia,  where  there  was 
so  much  input  from  the  community  that  it  became  a  community 
film. 

I'm  not  saying  that  will  be  the  wove  of  the  future,  because 
for  me  films  with  a  personal  vision  will  always  be  what  I'm  most 
interested  in.  Documentary  is  a  changing  thing  —  we  live  in  an 
age  of  the  docu-drama,  which  is  sort  of  a  falsification  of  history 
for  the  purposes  of  art.  I  see  "Word  Is  Out"  and  "Greetings" 
as  the  exact  opposite  of  that,  because  they  are  films  that  are 
made  by  the  people  in  the  film.  It's  the  ultimate  community 
project. 

Gndy:  It  strikes  me  that  lesbian  and  gay  filmmaking  is  so  young 
that  we  are  recapitulating  the  whole  history  of  filmmaking.  We 
are  in  a  documentary  stage  now,  which  is  how  filmmaking 
began.  Maybe  we  just  aren't  ready  to  do  dramatic  films. 

Vito:  We  want  fiction  to  serve  us  in  ways  that  only  documentary 
can.  We  couldn't  create  a  fiction  film  that  would  be  more  power¬ 
ful  than  what  we've  really  been  through  together.  That's  why  I 
loved  the  use  of  people's  own  pictures  in  "Greetings,"  it 
created  for  us  little  homes  of  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Birthday 
parties,  Christmas  trees,  pictures  on  their  parents'  mantels,  all 
the  things  that  we  are,  then  suddenly  it  goes  into  the  march.  All 
of  these  people  left  their  homes  and  came  to  Washington  to 
march  for  a  purpose.  We  have  an  unbelievable  desire  to  make  a 
fiction  out  of  our  lives,  because  Hollywood  taught  us  that  every¬ 
thing  could  be  beautiful. 

Gndy:  Is  part  of  our  problem  that  we  want  a  Gay  Hollywood  and 
that's  not  going  to  happen? 

Vito:  Yeah.  Because  Hollywood  is  based  on  things  that  have 
nothing  to  do  with  what  we  are  trying  to  achieve.  The  thing  that 
I  like  about  "The  War  Widow"  is  that  he  creates  o  fictional 


story  out  of  what  was  the  story  of  thousands  of  women  who  left 
their  homes  and  moved  to  the  city  to  make  a  life  for  them¬ 
selves.  That's  what  moved  me  so  much.  If  we  could  create  the 
kind  of  fiction  that  shows  what  is  possible  from  our  lives,  it 
doesn't  matter  that  it's  not  a  true  story,  it  only  matters  that 
the  feeling  is  true. 

I'd  like  to  see  fiction  films  mode  from  our  lesbian  and  gay 
ancestors'  lives.  What's  wrong  with  that?  Why  can't  we  do 
that?  So  we've  arrived  back  at  wanting  a  wonderful,  old  Holly¬ 
wood  movie  which  would  show  our  idea  of  what  our  lives  were 
like,  rewriting  our  history.  But  could  that  be  valid?  I  think  so. 

Gndy:  But  how  do  we  stay  forward  looking?  As  lesbian  and  gay 
people  trying  to  make  films,  it  seems  we  are  trapped  between 
"home  movies"  like  "Greetings  From  Washington,  D.C."  and 
fiction  that  is  just  nostalgic  and  doesn't  carry  us  forward 
Vito:  I  think  that's  right.  If  I  was  going  to  do  a  movie  I'd  think 
about  doing  one  on  Judy  Garland,  but  it  could  be  a  very  radical 
thing.  Some  men  have  already  made  very  radical  statements 
with  those  images. 

Gndy:  Maybe  this  stage  of  filmmaking  reflects  where  the 
movement  is  right  now.  The  article  in  the  Village  Voice  ("Five 
Gay  Guys  Sitting  Around  Talking  .  .  .")  seemed  to  say  that  the 
gay  movement  is  dead.  Is  it  really? 

Vito:  The  way  that  we  presented  ourselves  was  very  misleading. 
It  sounded  like  we  were  the  original  radicals  and  we  weren't. 
Arthur  Bell  had  to  edit  the  interview,  I  don't  mean  this  as  a  cop 
out,  but  if  anyone  had  sat  through  those  eight  hours,  they  would 
have  come  away  with  a  much  different  opinion  of  what  went  on 
that  night.  None  of  those  people,  except  Arthur  Evans,  were 
architects  of  the  gay  liberation  movement. 

I  don't  think  that  the  gay  movement  is  dead.  In  fact,  I  think  it 
might  even  be  more  powerful  now,  simply  because  ten  years 
have  brought  us  the  incredible  visibility  that  we  now  have.  And  I 
really  do  believe  that  revolution  by  example  supersedes  almost 
everything.  I  think  that  the  most  valuable  thing  that  was  said 
that  night  was  when  Stuart  Byron,  reacted  to  Arthur  Evans  by 
saying  "Who  did  you  think  we  (in  GAA)  were  ten  years  ago?  You 
must  have  known  that  we  were  essentially  middle-class  profes¬ 
sionals  whose  only  hope  was  that  someday  we  could  come  out  as 
gay  on  our  jobs.  And  you  are  talking  tonight  like  we  were  revo¬ 
lutionaries  who  were  trying  to  undermine  the  capitalist 
structure  of  this  country  and  change  the  nation  when  that's  not 
what  we  were  trying  to  do  at  all."  [Vito's  paraphrase] 

Gndy:  Are  we  miswriting  our  history? 

Vrto:  Probably  not.  If  there's  really  a  truth  to  all  this,  and  I'm 
not  so  sure  that  there  is  just  one  answer,  it  will  arise  piecemeal. 

The  people  who  started  this  movement  were  people  like  Harry 
Hay,  and  I  hardly  ever  read  that.  I  always  read  that  the  people 
who  started  this  movement  were  the  GAA  in  New  York,  but  that 
was  just  a  distillation  of  the  truly  radical  vision,  something  very 
different  from  gay  civil  rights.  So  do  we  write  history  of  a 
movement  which  began  with  radical  roots  and  then  became 
acceptable  and  middle  class,  or  should  it  be  written  as  a  history 
of  those  who  are  still  struggling  for  the  radical  ideal  of  changing 
society  from  its  roots  up? 

I'm  distressed  that  gay  liberation  in  the  1980s  seems  to  be 
gay  money  is  gay  power,  the  clone  mentality,  and  gay  people 
oppressing  gay  people.  I'd  like  to  write  the  history  of  the 
cooptation  of  this  movement  by  capitalism  and  by  people  who 
have  no  interest  in  the  original  goals  of  gay  liberation,  but 
simply  want  a  bigger  piece  of  the  rotten  pie. 

Gndy:  Someone  said  to  me  the  other  day  that  he  was  going  to 
stop  calling  himself  gay,  because  too  many  people  who  call 
themselves  gay  have  nothing  to  do  with  gay  liberation.  Do  you 
think  this  problem  of  identity  stems  from  our  failure  to 
adequately  understand  our  history? 

Vito:  We're  wrong  to  assume  that  just  because  we're  all  gay  we 
have  anything  in  common.  While  I  don't  think  the  goy  movement 
is  deod,  I  am  ot  a  loss  to  identify  exactly  where  it  is  going  right 
now.  Marty  Robinson  said  the  best  thing  I've  heard  about  the 
difference  between  1969  and  1981,  he  said  "The  difference  is 
that  fifteen  years  ago,  young  gay  people  thought  of  themselves 
as  sick  and  now  they  think  of  themselves  as  oppressed." 

Gndy:  Do  you  think  that  the  most  radical  thing  that  lesbian  and 
gay  films  can  talk  about  now  is  sex  roles?  Rosa  von  Praunheim 
has  tried  to  bring  a  Marxist  perspective  into  his  films  and  that 
doesn't  seem  to  sit  well  with  very  many  people. 

Vrto:  Well  there  we  get  into  the  humanism  vs.  marxism  debate, 
not  that  they  can't  co-exist,  and  my  whole  feeling  that  I  do  not 
want  to  be  yelled  at  —  by  Rosa  von  Praunheim,  I  guess! 

I  was  much  more  interested  in  the  issues  that  he  didn't 
discuss,  than  the  ones  that  he  did.  I  am  interested  in  attacking 
the  impulse  in  my  own  people  to  fight  over  issues  that  they 
needn't  fight  with  each  other  over.  So  I'm  much  more  interested 
that  Rosa  von  Praunheim  couldn't  deal  with  the  lesbians  being 
upset  with  Grace  Jones  that  day  (when  she  took  off  her  shirt  at 
a  concert)  but  he  could  show  Bruce  Voeller  in  his  suit  for  20 
minutes.  If  the  issue  is  buying  into  these  roles,  then  let's  talk 
about  sexism  and  gender  identification  and  role  playing. 

I  think  the  most  important  issue  in  films  is  to  redefine 
promiscuity  and  illicit  sexuality,  and  I  don't  see  any  films  doing 
that. 
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Boston  Shoppers  Guide 


vu\'\T* 


Women  owned  &  operated 
Free  homeowners  counseling 
for  Jamaica  Plain  buyers 
OPEN  WEEKENDS 


GARY  BUSECK  and 

Pewter  Mini -Vase! 

STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 

ONLY 

«  GIFT 

landlord/lease  problems  income  tax 

3" 

BOXED 

wills/probate  criminal  &  civil  trials 

HIGH1 

f  l 

real  estate  transactions  injury  claims 

relationship  contracts  partnerships/corporations 

517.95m 

ppd. 

S30  00! 

FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

101 

ilH  yK4 

426-9244 

PHILLIPS  RD. 

1  MASTERCARD 

2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  02116 

HOLDEN.  MA  01520 

NORTH  AME 

(617  )  829  -  9844 . 
RICAN  EDITIONS 

John  G.  Keefe 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

617/367-0730 
50  Staniford  St. 
Suite  800 
Boston,  MA  02114 

Civil  &  criminal 
litigation 

Real  estate 
transaction 
Landlord/tenant 
rights 

Relationship 

contracts 

Wills  &  trusts  ! 

Serving  the  Gay  Community  Since  1974  . . . 

xa NADU  graphics 


Phototypesetting 

Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 
Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 
Camera  Ready  Mechanicals 

David  M.  Stryker  661  -6975 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge 


SILK  SCREEN  PRINTING 


Fast,  professional  service. 
High  quality  custom  work. 
No  order  too  large  or  small. 
Special  projects  considered. 

Tee  shirts,  banners,  signs  our  specialty. 

(617)426-4031 


Ralph  Bullowa/ screen  printer 

727  ATLANTIC  AVtNUE  iiOSTON  MASSACHUSETTS 02’" 


JOSEPH  K. 
KENYON,  Jr. 

GENERAL  PRACTICE  of  LAW 

CIVIL  and  CRIMINAL 
MATTERS 

CONSULTATION 

and 

LITIGATION 

29  COMMONWEALTH  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

262-3160 


We're  not  asking  you  to 
vote  for  David  Scondras 
just  because  he's  gay.  In 
the  past  12  years  he  has 
helped  organize  the  Fenway  Commun¬ 
ity  Health  Center,  the  Symphony 
Tenants  Organizing  Project,  the  Boston 
Housing  Court,  the  Mission  Hill  Food 
Coop,  and  done  advocacy  work  at  The 
Boston  Center  for  Older  Americans. 

His  work  has  helped  all  sectors: 
lesbians  and  gays,  minorities,  elderly, 
working  class  and  poor.  His  voice  on 
Boston's  City  Council  will  make  a 
difference. 

Help  David  help  us.  Vote  for  him 
September  22  City  Council  primary, 
and  volunteer  for  outreach  into  the  gay 
community.  Call  266-8982  for  info. 

Next  Gay  Caucus  meeting  is  Wed. 

Sept.  16  at  7:30  pm.  Canvassing  and 
literature  drops  needed. 


i  Jp'tcao;  gal 


INN  ON  CASTRO 

321  castro  st.  •  san  francisco 
94114  •  (415)  861  0321 

bed  and  breakfast  guest  house 
reservations  requested 


Sometimes  you  get 
more  than 
you’re  itching  for. 


Intimate  moments  can  make  for  pleasant  memories,  but  occasionally, 
something  a  lot  less  pleasant  lingers  as  well — crabs,  for  example.  Now  there’s 
RID,*  a  liquid  treatment  that  kills  crabs  in  10  minutes  and  provides  rapid  relief 
of  itching.  RID  contains  a  safe,  medically  proven  natural 
ingredient  at  almost  twice  the  concentration  of  the  leading 
non-prescription  product.  Each  package  also  includes 
an  instruction  brochure  and  fine-tooth  comb  for  lice  and  nit 
removal.  You  can  buy  RID  at  your  pharmacy  without  a 
prescription  and  begin  treatment  at  once. 

But  remember,  38%  of  the  people  with  crabs  have  been 
found  to  have  something  worse,  like  VD.  So  if  you  think 
you  may  have  been  exposed  to  something  more  than  crabs, 
see  a  doctor. 

RID— Safe, 
effective  treatment 
for  crabs. 

Pfipharmecs  Division.  Pfizer  Inc. .  New  York.  New  York  19017 


A  111(  01  •not 


Kills  Lice  and 
Their  Eggs 
on  Contact 

HE  AO LICE 

CRAB  OR  PUBIC  HCE 
BOOY  UCE 

Special  Comb 
Included 

CEB- 


Gay  Knowledge  is  Gay  Power 

The  Boston  Institute  for  Gay  Studies 

•  Seminar  Series 

•  Independent  Study  Resources 

•  Accredited  B.A./M.A.  Options: 

Beacon  College 

•  Professional  Development  Advising 

•  Personal  &  Educational  Counseling 

The  Boston  Institute  for  Gay  Studies 

Post  Office  Box  2750 
Boston,  MA  02208 
(617)720-0693 

Informational  Meeting  on 
Tuesday,  Sept.  15,  7  pm 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


Direct  from  New  York: 

“Muscle  Bound” 
“Orange  Hanky  Left”  ^ 

MichaeLangelo  and  David” 
“Harley’s  Angels”  X 


FENWAY  COMMUNTTY  HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.  Boston  MA  02115  267-7573 


Mon.-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk-in  VO  Testing/Treatment 
Tues.  6:30-9pm  Women’s  Health  Night 


NOW  OPEN 
SATURDAYS 


•  General  medical  care  —  from  hepatitis  to  strep  throat 

•  Full  laboratory  services 

•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  gynecology,  podiatry,  nutrition, 
alcohol/drug  counseling 

•  Pediatric  care  tor  the  children  of  lesbians/gay  men 

•  Geriatric  care  for  older  gay  men  and  lesbians 

•  Gay/lesbian  physicians  (Board  certitied/eligible  in  surgery,  tamily  practice, 
internal  medicine,  infectious  diseases),  nurse  practitioners, 
registered  nurses,  physician  assistdhts,  clinical  lab  technicians, 
medical  assistants,  receptionists,  administration 

•  Referrals  to  gay/lesbian  sympathetic  specialists 

COMPLETELY  RENOVATED  FACILITIES 

•  Barrier  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On-Call  Service 

•  Patients  needing  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis/treatment 
ot  sexually  transmitted  diseases 

10  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 
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HAIRC  U  TS  TOGIV 
SENSE  OF  WELGW3M, 

CORNER  Of  NEWBI  R\  AND  HEREFORD  STREETS 
BOSTON, MA  02116  TF.LLPHONE  266*0300 


ARTIFICIAL  INSEMINATION 
CARPENTRY 
SINGING 
MASSAGE 
POETRY 


INTERESTED??? 


WOMEN'S 

COMMUNITY 

SCHOOL 

Registration:  9/21-10/2 
474  Boston  Ave. 
MEDFORD  628-2525 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  T.  Rizzo  Attorney 

David  R.  Lund  Law  Clerk 
Relationship  Contracts  Immigration 
Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square»Boston,  Massachusetts  02116»617-426-2020 


The 

Gabriel  Apartments 


104-104A  Bradford  Street 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
(617)  487-3232 

Laurel  &  Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeepers 


For  Women 


Apartments  &  Guest  Rooms 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 

APPOINTMENTS:  Mon  -Sot 

Days  &  Eves. 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  #3 
BROOKLINE,  MASS.  02146 

734-5777 


Lee  Judith  Orloff,  Ph.D. 


Licensed  Psychologist 

serving  the  gay  community 

relationship  and  family 
issues,  weight  control, 
stress  reduction,  relaxation 
assertiveness  training 

354-7939  insurance 

Cambridge  accepted 


WE  offers  a  dating  service  for  the  gay 
community.  For  six  months,  WE  will 
guarantee  monthly  computer  selected 
compatible  persons  for  your  $25  member¬ 
ship  fee.  The  personality  questionnaire 
will  be  kept  confidential. 

For  further  information,  write  to: 

Box  2660,  Boston,  MA  02208 


CENTER  FOR 
TRANSPERSONAL 
INTEGRATION 


•BODY-PSYCHE  INTEGRATION  • 

•IMAGES  FROM  THE  PSYCHE* 

•A  ROLFER'S  VIEW  OF  BODYAND  SPIRIT* 
•HYPNOSIS  AND  MEDITATION  —  as  altered  states 

•  ASTROLOGY,  KA  R  M  A,  a  n  d  REINCARNATION* 
•THETAROT  for  PERSONAL  INITIATION  • 
'WITCHCRAFT  in  the  AQUARIAN  AGE. 

•  PERUVIAN  WHISTLING  VESSELS  •  and 

other  experiential  workshops  to  develop'. 


•body- psyche  integration. 

•spiritual  opening. 

•  psychic  development  • 

Call  (617)  9  24-4093  - 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of: 

Neck  and  shoulder  pain  Headaches 
Low  back  pain  Bursitis 

Acute  and  chronic  musculoskeletal 
conditions  resulting  from  occupa¬ 
tional  stress  and  nervous  tension 

232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 

Evening  Appts.  Available 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley.  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

3onded 
lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work.reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


Stained  Glass 

traditional  &  contemporary 
custom  designs  &  etchings 
restorations 


Joe  Fleming,  mfa 

265-2289 

evenings 


Plumbing 

&heating 


Robert 

427-2778  6"= 


TWELVE  CENTER 

Guest  House 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Spacious  Rooms  &  Cottage 

Close  to  all  P-Town’s  attractions 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487-0381 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T. V. 

TV-Radio-Phones-Hifi-Color 

Expert  Repair  &  T  V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
•rices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa- 
ion  a  specialty  Mass  Tech  Lie.  981 
Old  fashioned  service  at  an  honest  price! 

Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tel.  523-2187 


FisherTravel  367-3490 


Fisher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston  MA  02114 


AGENTS  FOR: 

Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 

Caribbean  Cruise 
One  Week  February  20 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


|D  3  years  (150  issues) 

$62.00 

|  □  2  years  (100  issues) 

$43.50 

|  □  1  year  (50  issues) 

$25.00  regular 

|  □  25  weeks 

$15.00 

$10.00  low  income] 
□  12  weeks 

$8.00 


These  rates  are  for  sub 
scriptions  within  USA. 
Add  30%  for  foreign. 
AMOUNTS  RECEIVED 
IN  EXCESS  WILL  BE 
CONSIDERED  DONA¬ 
TIONS,  WHICH  ARE 
GREATLY  APPRE¬ 
CIATED. 

□  NEW 

□  RENEWAL 


Name  . 
Address 
City _ 


State . 


Zip 


Mail  with  payment  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions/22  Bromfield  St. /Boston  MA  02108 

□  I  am  donating  $ _ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner. 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  a  gift  card. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN? _ 

GCN  is  available  on  microfilm  for 
$22  volume  (individuals)/$28  (institutions) 
$160  complete'set  of  vols.  1-7 


Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 

□  VISA 

□  MASTERCHARGE 

Name  _ 


Account  Number 
Expiration  Date  _ 


Signature  _ 

All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  seated,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  “GCN.  "  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential, 
and  is  never  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 
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Classifieds 

PERSONALS 


5 

* 
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HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 
MOUSIE 
ALL  MY  LOVE 
PORCUPINE 


OTjmimxmxiJLm 


ARLINGTON  T  STN 

We  watched  each  other  across  tracks 
midnite  Thurs  Aug  27.  Your  toothpicks, 
my  smiles.  Your  goodbye  wave  reached 
me.  Would  like  to  continue  relation- 
ship.  Pis  write  GCN  Box  457. _ (9) 

FOR  CHUBBY  MEN  ONLY 
I  am  GWM,  31,  5'5",  150  lb,  black  hair  & 
mustache,  green  eyes.  I  really  like  big 
men  of  -all  ages!  Write  &  send  recent 
photo.  Reply  to  all.  GCN  Box  458. 

il) _ 

FIGHT  MORAL  MAJORITY  AND 
GET  COLLEGE  CREDIT  TOO! 

Gay  Rights  National  Lobby  now  offers 
college  students  chance  to  learn  legis¬ 
lative/political  process.  Available  this 
Fall  &  throughout  the  year  as  either  in¬ 
ternship  or  independent  study.  Number 
of  positions  open  for  Fall  limited.  Apply 
now  with  Alan  Fox,  GRNL,  (202) 
546-1801. _ (10) 

LESBIAN/GAY  RACE  FOR  GCN! 
Come  run  or  watch!  Meet  GCN  friends! 
3  and  6  mile  races  at  the  tennis  courts 
east  of  Longfellow  Bron  the  Esplanade, 
Boston.  Saturday,  Sept.  19, 1pm  (12  pm 
for  race  sign-up).  For  more  info  call 
426-4469.  Pot-luck  picnic  after  race, 
BYO. 


GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 

is  reforming.  Group  explores  inti¬ 
macy,  relationships,  gay  self-image. 
Group  meets  Thurs  eves.  Sliding 
Scale,  insurance  accepted.  Call  Jim 
Fishman,  MSW,  at  628-8286. _ 


BELLVILLE  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square,  Boston 
FALL  OFFERINGS: 

*  Gay  &  Lesbian  Couples 
Therapy  Group— Monday  Eves 
Insurance  Accepted 
*  Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Wed  Afternoons  (12:30-2  PM) 
'Career  Asssment  tor 
Individuals 

'Assertiveness  Training 
Course  for  Gay  Men 
'Assertiveness  "Tune-UP" 
Workshop  for  Members  of  Past 
A.T.  Groups  (Sat  Oct  17) 
'Therapy  for  Individuals 
And  Couples 
Call  (617)  266-1450 
For  Initial  Appointment 


ARADIA  COUNSELING 

Now  Forming  Groups  For 
Women  Coming  Out 
Bisexual  Women 
Lesbian  Growth  and  Support 
Lesbians  with  Commitments 
To  Boy  Children 

LOCATED  IN  KENMORE  SQUARE 
_ 247-4661  x58 


MASTERCARD/VISA 

Wd  you  like  a  MASTERCARD  or  Visa? 
You  may  obtain  one  regardless  of 
your  previous  credit  history. 

For  information  send  $20  to 
Houston  Credit  Counselors 
1713  Westheimer,  Houston,  TX  77098 
Money  back  guarantee 


FREE  REM  DATE  LISTING 
Find  Mr.  Right  by  Computer. 

Send  SASE  for  Details  to 
RE  Main,  70  Government  St. 

Kittery,  Maine  03904 

ISOLATED  TEEN  IN  NEED!! 

Male,  17,  5 '8",  isolated  in  small  city 
Ikng  for  gay  youth  group,  penpals, 
friends.  Under  25  preferred,  but  will 
answer  all.  Mike  Cesafsky,  Rt  2,  Box 
117A,  Stanley,  Wisconsin  54768.  (9) 

Hot  J/O  calls.  For  info  and  appl  send 
SASE  to  Phone  Pals,  PO  Box  2392, 
Escondido,  CA  92025.  State  age,  men- 
tion  GCN  for  sample  newsletter.  (9) 

M  will  share  small  farm  w/M  20-30,  work 
w/small  animals.  Ex-con  seeking  rehab. 
Good  for  person  tired  of  city.  No  rip-offs 
pis!  L.  Rivers,  RR  #1,  Box  84,  Flskdale, 
MA  01518. _ (9) 

HEATHER 

I’m  looking  for  HEATHER  who  sang 
with  a  socialist-feminist  group  on 
Sunday  morning,  Aug  16  at  the  Mich. 
Women's  Fest.  Pis  ask  her  to  call  me 
collect  472-3385.  She  has  my  area  code 
&  address.  Security  Sue. _ (9) 

I  am  Catholic  M,  31  yrs,  6 ' 1 1 ",  178  lbs, 
light  brn  hair,  don’t  smoke,  &  drink 
occasionally.  Love  to  dance,  but  do  not 
care  to  frequent  bars.  Lkng  for  butch 
companion  who  is  honest,  trusting  & 
caring.  If  interested  pis  ans  to  Bx  781, 
Taunton,  MA  02780. _ 01) 

RADCLIFFE  LESBIANS 
Alumnae,  students,  employes,  friends 
—  LARC  meeting  Sunday,  Oct  4  at  11  — 
potluck  —  Alumnae  House.  For  info, 
call  Gloria  (617)  354-7817. _ (11) 

ROMANTIC  THIN  TOP  MALE 
Any  age  needed  by  W  artist  own  water¬ 
front  home  south  of  Boston  alone  need 
a  friend  to  trust  more  than  once  (617) 
472-5576  or  GCN  Box  436. _ (10) 

GAYS  MENS’  SUPPORT  GROUP 
Free  ongoing  group  has  a  few  open¬ 
ings.  If  you  are  seeking  support  for 
related  issues,  have  a  sense  of  humor 
and  a  sense  of  commitment  to  self  and 
growth,  please  write  GCN  25. 


BELLVILLE  AND  ASSOCIATES 

Copley  Square 
Individual,  Group  &  Couples 
Counseling; 

Career  Assessment 
Assertiveness  Training 
By  &  For  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
(617)  266-1450 


No  time  to  paint,  paper,  fix  it?  For  quali¬ 
ty  home  repair,  restoration,  decoration 
call  Will  265-0348  day  or  night.  (8) 


COUNSELOR  IN  CENTRAL  NH 

For  personal  growth,  career  adjust¬ 
ment,  couples,  problem  drinkers, 
gay  fathers,  coming  out  to  family, 
feeling  good  about  yourself.  Call 
after  5pm.  Joseph  Allen,  M.Ed, 
clinical  counselor,  Concord,  NH 
(6  0  3)  224-6931. 


NATICK-FRAMINGHAM  AREA 
Feminist  Therapist 
Experienced,  Supportive,  Discreet 
Joyce  Fishman,  RN-AASECT  Certified 
Reasonable  Fees.  655-8618  Eves. 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPHY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 

— —■■■■■,■  ’I 

KEENE  AREA  COUNSELING 
Individual,  couples,  groups,  &  parents 
of  gays.  Office  hours  in  Keene  &  Wal- 
pole.NH  (603)  756-4226. _ (11) 


The  Resume  Works 

Personalized  and  affordable 
resumb  and  career  services. 

1297  Beacon  St.  (Coolldge  Corner) 
Brookline,  MA 
(617)  566-6309 
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SERVICES 


GAY  MALE  THERAPIST 
Interested  in  working  with  men  who 
experience  sexual  difficulties,  have 
issues  with  relationships,  work,  family 
or  socialization  skills.  I  can  work  w/you 
individually,  in  your  relationship  or  in 
grp.  Together  we  can  be  creative  to 
bring  about  the  changes  you  want.  Lv 
message  at  262-4194.  Charles  Hanna- 
gan,  MA.  Insurance  accepted. _ 0 


EXCITING  GROWTH 
POTENTIAL 

Therapy  Group  for  Gay  Men 
Now  Forming— Days 
(Also  1  opening  for  eve  group) 
To  Work  on  Various 

Life  Issues 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

Associates  965-1311 
Dennis  ladarola,  MA 


ROOMMATES _ 

ROOMMATE  FOR  9/1 
Prof  GWM  looking  for  M  roommate  to 
share  3  bdrm,  2  bath,  firpl,  patio  in  Back 
Bay.  325/mo  htd.  Avail  9/1. 266-7754.  (9) 

2  GWF  skg  3rd  for  sharing  completely 
furnished  cozy  three  bdrm  ranch  in 
Littleton.  225  inc  all.  Just  bring  your 
bed!  GCN  Box  453 _ 0 

QUIET  ROOM  NEAR  THE  PRU 
Lg  room  for  quiet  guy. 

Has  small  refrig  &  stove.  Please  no  tran¬ 
sients,  no  smoke,  no  dope,  no  drag. 
$55/wk.  Ray  536-4589.  Only  8  am  to  8 
pm.  Thanks. _ (c) 

AUTUMN  BY  THE  SEA  SWAMPSCOTT 
Sunny  apt  to  shr  w/one  other  woman. 
Bus  &  train  line  25  min  to  Bos.  Rent  & 
length  of  stay  negot.  Peg  (617)  593-6824 
days  685-2480. _ (7) 

HAMILTON 

GF  w/daughter  9,  sks  G  F  30  pis  to  share 
hse.  Quiet  nelghborhd,  yd,  porch  & 
friendly,  casual  lifestyle.  Kids  &  small 
pets  welcome.  $175  pis  share  utils. 
468-3260. 

_ (10) 

GM  sks  GM  or  F  to  share  lg  Back  Bay 
apt  for  9/1.  Lkng  for  stable  friendly 
person.  I  am  friendly  31  yr  old  profes¬ 
sional.  Jim  at  Watership  Inn,  487-0094. 

_ (ID 

2  GF  sk  1  GF  25  pis  4  priv  entry  home 
Littleton,  MA.  135  pis  ut  &  wood  engy 
cons,  semi-veg,  co-op.  Not  in  2  drugs. 
Woodstove  welcome.  486-3078  aft  6 
Pi5T (ID 
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WKEND  HOME?  RURAL  LIVING? 

GM  quiet  ecology-oriented,  sks  M  or  F 
as  housemate.  Yr  own  rm  in  lg  hse,  rnt 
negot  75  mi  Boston  20  mi  Keene,  NH. 
(617)  249-7612  before  9  p.m. _ (9) 

GF  writer/musician  sks  F  for  2  br 
Brighton  apt  across  from  T.  $220  each 
(inc  ht).  738-9213  if  no  ans  try  522-8990. 
_ (?) 

M  28,  sks  roommate  for  triple-decker  in 
Dorchester.  288-4626. _ (?) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

GWM  38  prof  sks  similar  mature  stable 
to  share  bright  circa  1910,  5  Vi  rm  apt  in 
good  area  $250  Inc  util.  522-1341.  (10) 

2  F,  3  M  sk  2  F  for  warm  friendly 
gay/straight  Central  Sq  coop  house. 
Share  food,  chores,  fun,  politics.  No 
smoke  or  pets,  $110  htd.  876-7529.  (9) 

Warm,  indep  prof  LF  22  pis  wanted  to 
share  Newton  apt  w/same.  Exc  loca, 
neighborhood.  240/mo  inc  ht/hw.  No 
cigs/alcoh.  Avail  Oct.  969-0998  aft  6.  (10) 
Prof  GM  32  at  grad  sch  sks  roommate 
for  2  br  Beacon  Hill  apt  nr  Charles  T. 
240  Inc  ht.  720-0682  after  6. _ (10) 

Watertown  —  Pleasant  sunny  2nd  fl  apt 
2  LF  sk  neat  respon  3rd  to  share  supprtv 
atmos.  We  are  quiet  non-smk  semi-veg. 
Garden  pkg  nr  T.  No  more  pets. 
$109  + /mo.  Avail  10/1.  924-8411. 

(10)) _ 

GF  soc  wkr  sks  warm  indep  GF  to  share 
spac  2  bdrm  apt  in  Newton  w/frpl/porch/ 
gar  200/mo  pis  util.  332-2682  leave 
mess.  No  pets. _ (12) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

WOMEN’S  COMMUNITY  SCHOOL 
Registration  for  Fall  classes  — 
9/21-10/2.  Money  matters,  photography, 
natural  cooking,  drawing,  &  more!  For 
more  info  call  628-2525. _ (9) 

INSTRUCTION _ 

Composition,  Theory,  &  Piano  taught  by 
exp  composer.  NYC/Boston  premieres 
Juilliard  grad  3  yrs  doctoral  wk,  BU 
Teaching  Fellow.  Mr.  Walter  783- 
0340. _ (9) 

APARTMENTS _ 

TIRED  OF  CONDO  CONVERSION? 
Brockton:  Apt  in  Victorian  house,  30 
mins  from  Boston.  Liv  rm,  din  rm,  kitch, 
bdrm,  tiled  bath,  garage.  All  utils.  $400. 
Eves,  (617)  583-6858. _ (10) 

Dorchester,  nr  Codman  Sq,  6  rm  1st  fl 
apt  newly  ren,  ut  by  tenant,  hot  water  by 
gas,  ht  by  oil.  Fenced  yd,  storm 
windows.  Lesb  pref.  Geri.  288-9471.  (10) 

FREE  APT 

for  month  of  Sept  and  probably  most  of 
Oct.  First  choice  to  GCN  workers.  No 
smkg,  no  pets,  must  be  quiet  and  con¬ 
siderate.  You  pay  own  gas  &  elec  and 
have  free  use  of  full  floor  apt  on  quiet 
street  in  South  End  while  sale  negot 
going  on.  You  must  move  when  new 
owner  takes  bldg.  This  is  not  a  sex  ad; 
no  strings.  Write  about  yourself  to  Box 
290,  118  Mass  Ave.,  Boston  02115. 

JP  APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 
Spacious  2-3  bdrm,  liv,  din,  kit,  mod 
bath,  hd  wd  firs.  Frshly  painted,  energy 
eff  house,  con  to  pub  trans.  Pref  eve 
calls  522-3743  or  dys  524-5464  ask  for 
Lisa. _ _ _ (9?) 


SOUTH  END  WORCESTER  SQ 
Opp  city  hosp  2  br  apt  mod  $435/ mo  util 
not  Incl.  247-0570. _ (9) 

Women-owned  &  occ  S.  End  new  renov, 
entire  floor,  sunny,  spacious  1  bdrm,  all 
new  appl,  exp  brick,  dsw,  incl  heat  $425. 
247-3603  eves. _ (9) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

Cooks,  to  train  for  all-natural  cooking. 
Should  have  some  knowlege  of  the  use 
of  fresh  herbs.  Days  &  nights  available. 
Also  want  dish  washers  &  other  general 
kitchen  help.  Brother  Jonathan,  Rt  20, 
Sturbridge,  MA  or  call  347-7061.  (10) 

Salesperson  to  help  sell  our  country 
furniture.  Shd  have  some  interest  In 
country  Interiors  &  antiques.  Good 
benefits,  training  &  excellent  working 
conditions.  Brother  Jonathan,  Rt  20, 
Sturbridge,  MA  or  call  (617)  347-7061. 
_ d?) 

WANTED:  DEAF  SIGNER 
Born  of  deaf  parents  to  give  ASL  les¬ 
sons  to  professor.  Write  H.  Lane,  15 
Rutland  Sq,  Boston,  MA  02118. _ 

CO-OP  FOOD  WAREHOUSE 
Worker-managed  collective  seeks  full¬ 
time  grain  dept  worker.  Responsibili¬ 
ties  include  receiving  deliveries,  ship¬ 
ping,  equipment  maintenance  &  busi¬ 
ness  management.  Mechanical  apti¬ 
tude  desired.  $220  plus  benefits. 
Call/wrlte  for  application,  NEFCO,  129 
Franklin  St.,  Cam  02139,  492-7926.  No 
walk-ins. _ (10) 

MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist 
Any  time  of  day  —  any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges.  354-2184  (c) 

RESORTS 

SEAFAIR  INN-OGUNQUIT 
Nicest  rooms  &  best  prices  in  Ogun- 
quit!  Short  walk  to  beach  &  bars.  Enjoy 
the  beautiful  Sept  weather  &  off-season 
rates  w/us.  (207)  646-2181 . _ (11) 

ASPASIA  GUEST  HOUSE 
Womon-owned  —  open  till  Nov  23.  reas 
rates,  comfrtbl  rms,  shrd  bth,  pkng, 
Cont  brkfst  Suns,  calm  Fall  atmos, 
beaches,  scenery,  bike  trails,  Province- 
town,  M A  02067.  (61 7)  487-251 1 .  (12) 

NEWPORT,  R!  CITY-BY-THE-SEA 
New  apt  for  rent,  panoramic  waterview, 
downtown  near  bars.  $25  MTWT,  $45 
FSS.  Call  (401)  847-9698  anytime.  (28) 

JOBS  WANTED 

GCN  WRITER  NEEDS  JOB 
to  supplement  my  sub-subsistence 
GCN  salary.  I  type  80  wpm  &  have  secy 
exp  as  well  as  exp  working  w/people, 
but  I’m  too  hungry  to  be  picky.  I  need  a 
part-time  job,  pref  mornings.  Larry, 
426-4469. 


FOR  SALE 


YAMAHA  400  SX  Special  II 
1980  Catalina  blue  motorcycle  w/elec- 
tric  start.  Only  500  miles,  never  been 
dumped,  never  been  off  road,  never 
been  in  the  rain!!  A  steal  for  $1295  bell 
helmet  included!!  Call  Maureen  at 
327-1317  evenings. 


USED  3-SPEED  BIKE  $60 
Or  best  offer.  Jil  426-4469,  days. 

STUFFED  CHAIR 

Kitchen  chair  good  cond.  Best  offer.  Jil 
426-4469,  days. 

ORGANIZATIONS 

WOMEN  PAINTERS  GROUP 
Forming.  Call  Jill,  426-4469,  days. 

JONAH  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  NEW  BEDFORD 
Sunday  Service:  7:00  pm  at  First  Unitar¬ 
ian  Church,  Eighth  &  Union  Sts.  Rap 
group  Mondays,  7:30’  Bible  study  Tues¬ 
days,  7:30  at  the  Parsonage:  321  Union 
St.  (617)  997-5601.  PO  Box  L83,  New 
Bedford,  MA  02745-0083.  God  is  Love.(7) 

WORCESTER/CENTRAL  MASS. 

Gay  Men/lesbians  Dignity/Integrity  for 
Catholics  &  Episcopals.  Call  (617) 
756-1038  till  5  pm  or  leave  message. 
Worship/fellowship/support. _ (12) 

Though  not  a  counselor  I  am  thinking  of 
starting  a  small  informal  support  group 
for  people  like  me,  new  to  their  gayness 
and  uncomfortable  in  bars.  Porter  Sq, 
Cambridge.  Interested?  (617)  864-6094. 
Persist. _ _ (VI) 

NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043,  Concord,  NH  03301.  Concord: 
224-3875,  746-3339;  Dover/Portsmouth: 
431-1541.  CRISIS  LINE:  4832592,  Sun, 
Mon,  Wed  6-9  pm.  A  statewide  organi¬ 
zation,  meeting  the  third  Saturday  of 
every  month.  Support,  education,  and 
political  action,  since  1976. _ (45) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues&  Thurs,  8  pm.  35+  raps  2nd 
Weds  &  last  Fri,  8  pm.  Softball  all 
Sundays,  3  pm,  thru  Oct,  Magazine 
Field.  Bi-monthly  magazine  FOCUS 
$8.00.  Monthly  social  &  fund-raising 
event.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c) 

BOSTON  LESBIAN/GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  a  liturgy  for 
Lesbian/Gay  and  concerned  Catholics 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street 
Church  (Boston),  right  side  entrance  on 
Arlington  St.,  at  5:30  pm.  For  info  call 
Dignity/Boston  M-F  7-10  pm,  Sun  2-5 
pm,  536-6518.  DIGNITY/BOSTON  355 
Boylston  St,  Boston,  M A  021 14. _ (c) 

PUBLICATIONS 

MAENAD  MAGAZINE 
MAENAD,  a  women’s  literary  journal, 
Ltd.  A  feminist  quarterly  of  prose  & 
visual  arts  that  goes  beyond  compla¬ 
cency  and  familiarity.  Spring  issue  now 
available  with  Robin  Morgan  &  Elsa 
Gidlow  on  Racism  &  Spirituality.  Sum¬ 
mer  issue  June  30:  Women  Surfacing. 
Subscriptions:  $14  &  $2  pp.  $4  &  .50  pp 
per  copy.  Submissions  welcome. 
MAENAD,  PO  Box  738,  Gloucester,  MA 
01930. 

Gay/lesbian  literature  catalogue,  60  pp 
annotated— fiction,  biography,  politics, 
classics,  self-help,  etc.  $1.50  to:  A  Diff¬ 
erent  Light,  Box  4014,  Santa  Monica 
Blvd,  Los  Angeles,  Ca  90029.  (10?) 

mailorderTesbian/ 

Feminist  annotated  booklist  —  send 
three  first  class  stamps.  Womansplace 
Bookstore,  Box  GCN,  2401  N  32nd  St., 
Phoenix,  AZ  85008. _ (9/8  or  even) 
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Quick  Gay  Guide 


Boston  Area  (61 7) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Boston  Alliance  ot  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  338-9472 

1 28A  Tremont  St.  (4th  Floor)  (Hotline)  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P.O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-Whlte  Men  Soclal/Support  Group 
do  GCN,  Box  1,  22  Bromfield  St.  Boston  02108 
Boston  Aslan  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
do  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
do  Ft.  Skiba,  75  Chandler  St.,  No.  5,  Boston  02116 
Cauldron  Exp.  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  876-8819 

Chlltern  Mountain  Club  247-1206 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comite  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexualesdeBoston 
P.O.  Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

Community  Center,  104  Charles  #169,  Boston  02114 
GAY  HOTLINE(6pm-Mld.)  426-9371 

Frenz  &  Luwers  Assoc.,  P.O.  Box  298,  Boston  02123 
Gay  Professional  Men's  Group  944-4818 

Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 

Box  8774,  Boston  021 14  327-2620 

Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing  661-7223 

do  GCN  Box  5,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,)  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc.,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St. 

Boston  02114  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days),  426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right)  445-3604 

do  GCN,  Box  4,  22  Bromfield  St..  Boston  02108 
B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  236-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
do  GCN,  Box  2,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  02108 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Lesbian/Gay  Prisoner  Project 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  Boston  02108 
Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Box  179, 118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  021 15  471-8404 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  120  Boylston  St. 

Boston  02116  542-5415 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  BU,  do  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University. 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 


Skippers.  252  Boylston  St. 

Somewhere,  295  Franklin  St. 

Spotter's  Cate,  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together,  110  Boylston  St. 

Club  Boston  (Gay  men’s  baths).  4  LaGrange  St. 


262-5735 

423-7730 


426-0086 

426-1451 


Jonah  Community  Church 

Box  L83,  New  Bedford,  MA  02745 
Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  321,  Methuen  01844 
MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St., 

WOMEN 


Everywoman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren  Women's 


262-2473 

287-1900x2169 

495-5476 

253-5440 


661-2537 

354-8807 


661-0450 

1-358-7512 


661-6015 


Boston  College,  Chestnut  Hill  MA  02167 
Gay  People's  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1, 4th  ft,  Rm  178 
Harvard- Radcliffe  Gay  Info. 

Gays  at  MIT,  Rm.  50-306,  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  U.  Lambda 
255  Ell  Ctr.,  N.U.,  Boston  02115 
Tufts  Gay  Community,  do  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN _ 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.)  247-4861  x58 

Cambridge  Women’ s  Center  354-8807 

Counterpoint  Publ.,  Box  CY  442,  400  Comm.  Ave., 

Boston  02215 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dyke  Doctors  (Lesbian  Physicians,  Med  Students 

Health  Profs)  354-5910 

Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge 
Lesbian  Liberation,  do  Women's  Center 
Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 
18616  Hampshire  St.,  Camb. 

Miriam  Rosenberg  (counseling) 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
Tufts  Women’s  Center  628-5000x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 
Women’s  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

RELIGIOUS _ 

AmTIkva  524-1617 

P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138  628-3986 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk„  Cambridge  497-1254 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  964-0996 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108  742-2100 

MEDIA _ 

Alyson  Publ.,  75  Kneeland,  Boston  542-5679 

Boston’s  Other  Voice,  WROR,  98.5FM 
Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM)  Katherine:  723-6327 

Common  Ground,  WMBR,  88.1FM 

Esplanade  787-1084 

Fag  Rag  661-7534 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-7534 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  021 14  658-6494 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108  542-5679 

Musically  Speaking  (WMBR  88.1FM,  Sun.  1-3) 

Melanie  494-8810 

Persephone  Press 

Box  7222,  Watertown  021 72  924-0336 

Women’s  Educ.  Media,  47  Cherry  St. 

Somerville  02144  666-0350 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139  661-6975 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING _ 

Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Belvllle  &  Assoc.  266-1450 

Boston  Gay  Nurses  Alliance/Gay 
Health  Workers,  Box  673,  Randolph  02368 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gay  Nurses'  Alliance/East 

P.O.  Box  673,  Randolph,  MA  02368 
Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Homophlle  Alcoholism  T  reatment  Service  542-5188 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Mass  Bay  Counseling 

31  Channing  St.,  Newton  Corner02158  965-1311 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116  266-3444 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 

Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment)  956-5293 

Turley  &  Assoc.,  31  Channing  St.,  Newton,  021 58  965-2040 
Volz/Taylor,  MD  Lesbian  &  Gay  Medicine 

1755  Beacon  St.,  Brookline  232-1459 

M.  Zucker,  acupuncture 

1 73  Mt.  Auburn,  Cambridge  9243332 

BOOKS/BARS _ 

Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield  542-0144 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge  02139  876-5310 

Red  Bookstore,  136  RlverSt.,  Camb.  491-6930 

Buddies,  733  Boylston  St.  262-2480 

Chaps,  27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 

Delivery  Entrance,  12  Wilton  St.  783-5701 

Elbow  Room,  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon)  338-8447 

Harry’s  Place,  45  Essex  St.  482-9040 

Boston  Ramrod,  1254  Boylston  St.  266-2986 

Jacques.  79  Broadway  338-9066 

Napoleon  Club,  52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 

Paradise,  180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge)  8644130 

Playland,  21  Essex  St.  338-7254 


WOMEN 


Gay  Women’s  Collective,  do  Women’s  Center, 
Box  U-118,  UConn,  Storrs  06268 
Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective, 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105 
Shorelinewoman 

Women's  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103 
Women's  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040 
Women’s  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-118, 

Storrs  06828 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 
Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457 
Women’s  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

614  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510 


STUDENT 


527-3151 


486-2273 


Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
do  Chaplain’s  Office,  Hartford  06106 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031 ,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance.  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268 
Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-9411 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  0651 1  865-2802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College  442-7458 

P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Gay  Student  Ctr.  Yale 

Box  2031,  New  Haven  06520 
Lesbian/Gay  Student  Alliance  UConn 
W.  Hartford  06117  523-484 1  x-267 

Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  do  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St..  Middletown  06457  347-9411 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520 


RELIGIOUS 


Dignity/Fairfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dlgnlty/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta.,  Hartford  06103  522-2646 

Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507  787-1518 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101  522-5575 

MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505  777-9808 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


Rhode  Island  (401) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 


Eastern  Mass.  (61 7) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Central  Middlesex  Social  Club, 

Box  470,  Maynard  01 754  263-9607 

Frenz  &  Luwers,  Box  213,  W.  Boylston,  01583 
Gay  Hotline  756-0730 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc./Gay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg  342-5117  1 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 

Box  806,  Marblehead.  01915  745-3848 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-In  Center  487-0387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

RELIGIOUS 


723-0050 

751-3322 

8pm-midnight 

728-9269 

728-6023 


997-5601 


851-6711 

753-8360 


771-6739 

999-1570 

745-5873 

791-5127 

752-5905 


Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis  02601 
New  Bedford  Women’s  Clinic 
Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women’s  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970 
The  Women’s  Bookstore,  1087  Main,  01603 
Women’s  Meeting  House.  89  Downing  St.  01610 

STUDENT _ 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Unlv.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  745-0556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield 
01201,  Berkshire  County  Info  447-7818 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

Help  Line  664-6391,664-6392 

Pioneer  Valley  People’s  Gay  Alliance 
Box  181,  Northampton,  01061  586-5979 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01108 

WOMEN _ 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywoman's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 
Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Lesbians  United 

33  Pearl  St.,  Pittsfield,  01201  499-2425 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 
P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 
Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Valley  Lesbian  Alliance  665-4705;  253-3082,  774-5464 
Women's  Media  Project  (WMUA,  91. 1FM)  545-2876 

Womonfyre  Books  586-6445 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Springfield,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

STUDENT _ 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Men's  Counseling  Collective 
406F  UMass  Student  Union,  Amherst  545-2645 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  545-3438 

People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Williamstown  01267 


Connecticut  (203) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72, 06501 
M-F  8-11  pm 

Gay  Spirit  (WWUH,  91.3FM)  Thurs  8:30pm 
Gay  Youth 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103 
NAMBLA/CT 


522-5575 

624-6869 

624-6869 

522-2646 

249-7691 

547-1281 

624-6869 


486-4738 

522-2763 

747-5451 

481-3575 

525-2382 

646-4900 

486-4738 

347-9411 

436-2488 


Families  of  Gay  Persons 
Gay  Help  Line 

Box  5671,  Weybosset  Hill  Sta.  02903 
Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING _ 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  331-2047 

Counseling  &  Consulting 

161  Prospect  Hill,  Newport  02840  847-7229 

WOMEN _ 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  do  Sarah  Doyle  Women’s  Center, 
186  Meeting  St.,  Providence,  02912  863-2189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  0291 2  863-2189 

Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860  942-5368 

Women's  Growth  Ctr., 

97  Knowles  St.,  Pawtucket  02860  728-6023 

STUDENT _ 

Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 

Providence  0291 2  863-3062 

Providence  Gay  Youth  Group  272-9247 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity/Providence,  Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861  724-0132 

MCC/Providence,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 
MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 

New  Hampshire  (603) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Dignity/Integrity  52  Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301  485-3144 

Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Paul  888-1305 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521,  Concord  03301  485-3144 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301;  Concord  224-3785, 
746-3339;  Portsmouth  431-1541;  Nashua  889-1416 
Keene  339-4327 

Speakers  Bureau,  Box  521,  Concord  03301 

MEN _ 

Central  N.H.  Men's  Support  Group 
67  Thorndike  St.,  Concord  03301 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  1394 


Joe  224-6931 
Portsmouth  03801 


WOMEN 


Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Iris,  a  women's  club, 

40  Pleasant  St.,  Portsmouth  03801 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 


STUDENT 


Campus  Gay  Awareness,  Mem.  U,  UNH 
Durham  03824 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students’  Assoc. 
Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (802) 


Andrews  Inn,  Bellows  Falls 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt, 

Burlington  05401 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 

Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
League  of  Gays  (LOGS) 

Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT  05819 

Middlebury  Gay  Men's  Support  Group 
Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 


463-3966 

862-4296 


633-4047 
or  626-3618 
(eves)  338-6819 
387-GAYS 
or  (603)  756-4226 


775-1946 

863-1236 

862-4296 


729-1750 


Gay  AA  (Danbury) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031 ,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520 
Moonseed  (counseling) 


748-5341 


436-8354 

727-0379 


Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701 
Women’s  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

Maine  (207) 

Bates  Gay/Straight  Alliance,  Health  Ctr. 

Bates  College,  Lewiston  04240 
Bowdoin  College  Gay/Straight  Alliance, 

Brunswick  0401 1 

Center  for  Being,  8  Rocky  Hill  Estates 
Brunswick  04011 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 
Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  O.  Ellsworth  04605 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland  04103  780-4085 

Nat.  Org.  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  1117,  Caribou  04737 

Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast  04915 
Portland  Women's  Community 
do  D.  Elze,  15  Deering  Ave.,  Portland  04101 
Unitarian-Universalist  Lesbian  and  Gay  Caucus 
561 D  Brighton  Ave,  Portland  04102  773-2121 

Wilde-Steln  Club,  do  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  563-5856 

New  Jersey  (201) 

Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  988-9510 
Dignity/Metropolitan,  Box337,  Irvington 07111  7559053 

Presby.  for  Gay/Lesbian  Concerns  7359714 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County 
Box  137  Convent  Sta.  07691  762-6217 

Gay  Activists  Alliance  of  New  Jersey 

Box  1734,  South  Hackensack  07601  343-6402 

Gay  People  Princeton,  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Integrity-Central  NJ 

Box  1432,  New  Brunswick  08903  753-0618 

Jacobin  Press,  Box  8011,  Jersey  City  07308 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  229-7949 

Lavender  Express  (Publications),  do  Pat  Freeman, 

Box  218,  Kearny  07032 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042, 

Allwood  St.,  Clifton  07012 
National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties 
18  Ober  Rd.,  Princeton  08540 
Organization  for  Gay  Awareness 
Box  1291,  Montclair  07042 
Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.,  Box  91, 

College  Ave.  New  Brunswick  08903  932-7886 

New  York  City  (212) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Ass  n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
do  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

1 10  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Black  and  White  Men  Together/NY 
10  W.  76th  St.  10023  873-5572,  799-9432 

Chelsea  Gay  Association 

164  W  21  St  St.  #1979, 10011  691-7950 

Christ.  St.  Lib.  Day  Comm. 

147  W.  42nd,  Rm  603  10036  947-0949 

Citizens'  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873,866-6651 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids)  989-6653 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014  5951445 

Gay  History  Archive,  Box  2,  Village,  10014  473-5884 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 

Gay  Male  S/M  Activists,  132  W.  24th  St.,  10011 
Gay  Switchboard  777-1800 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta.  10014  744-2785 
Girth  and  Mirth  Club  734-7748 

NYC  Union  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
do  Tan  Box  24,  Brooklyn  11201 
North  American  Man/ Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174.  NYC  10018 


998-1023 


746-6196 


Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop. 

15  Christopher  St. 

Senior  Action  in  a  Gay  Environment 
487A  Hudson  St.  10014 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

Greenwich  House,  27  Barrow  St. 

WOMEN _ 

All  The  Queens  Women,  Box  271,  Sta  A. 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Gay  Women's  Alternative,  4  W.  76th  St.  10023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21st  St.  924-2970 

Comm,  tor  Soc.  Change  of  Nat.  Gay  Health  Coalition 
do  Vachon,  135  Greene  St.  10012  473-5731 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists  988-3012 
Gay  Activists  Alliance  932-0216  (eves) 

Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students’  Group 

Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017  628-8532 

Gay  Teachers  Assoc.  Box  435,  Van  Brunt  Sta. 

Brooklyn  11215  255-5969.499-1060 

GREAT  (Gay  Racially  Equal  and  Together) 

Men  of  Gotham,  Box  834,  Brooklyn,  11202 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.  43rd,  10036  944-9488 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 

National  March  on  Washington 
29  W.  21  St  St.,  2nd  fl„  10010  924-2970 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004 
Congregation  Beth  Simchat  Torah, 

55  BethuneSt.  10014 
Dignity/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics, 

Box  1554,  FDR  Sta.  10150 
Evangelicals  Concerned 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001 
Lutherans  Concerned,  do  McQueen 
277  W.  10th  St.  9F,  10014  596-3839.242-5549 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011  242-1212 

Presby.  for  Les/Gay  Concerns  866-3580 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance 
Box  294,  10014 

NY  Native,  250  W.  57th,  #417,  10107 
WBAI  Gay  Rap 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  Columbia 
Earl  Hall,  Rm  304  10027 
New  York  U.  Gay  People  s  Union 
Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  Men’s  Health  Project 
74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 
Homosexual  Community  Counseling  Ctr. 

Identity  House 
Institute  For  Human  Identity 
National  Gay  Health  Coalition 
do  Vachon,  135  Greene  St.  (2nd)  NYC  10012 
Nat.  Gay  Health  Ed.  Found 
Box  834,  Linden  Hill,  NYC  11354 

New  York  State 


691-6969 

688-0628 

243-8181 

799-9432 

473-5713 


280-5113 

598-7056 


598-2597 

674-6004 


242-6616 

9299498 

8693050 

688-0628 

9896653 


255-8097 

741-2247 

242-4140 


INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.  W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1  pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968  (516)324-2468 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley,  (716)  244-8640 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Fri-Sun,  7:3910  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

Gay  Peoples  Alliance  SUNY  Buffalo 
111  Talbert  Hall  14260 
Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201) 

Middle  Earth  Switchboard 
(gay  peer  counseling) 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201 

Parents  of  Gays/L.l,  do  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746  (516)427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  7995198 


(716)831-2179 


(518)  465-9246 
(516)  8290600 
(518)462-6138 


WOMEN 


Blsexual/Gay  Women’s  Action  Line  (516)  791-5565 

Herizon  —  A  Woman’s  Space,  77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 

MEN 


Rochester  Gay  Men’s  Gathering 
713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Westchester  Gay  Men's  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 

Gay  Hotline  (8-1 1pm)  (914)948-4922 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  Cornell 
528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale 
Gay  Student  Union,  SUNY  Stony  Brook 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)  462-6138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)  4796857 

MEDIA _ 

Empty  Closet  Collective,  713  Monroe  Ave. 

Rochester  14607  (716)271-6750 

Northeast  ALIVE,  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mail:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  4690423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
do  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 

POLITICAL/LEGAL _ 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)  462-6138 


(607)  2596482 

(716)  244-8640 

(716)2796181 
(516)  420-2134 
(516)2497943 


PLEASE  UPDATE  YOUR  LISTINGS  AS 
SOON  AS  POSSIBLE  BY  WRITING:  QGG, 
do  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 

GCN  OFFERS  THIS  GUIDE  AS  A  SERV¬ 
ICE  TO  THE  COMMUNITY.  WHENEVER 
POSSIBLE  ORGANIZATIONS  LISTED 
SHOULD  FEEL  FREE  TO  SUPPORT  THIS 
LISTING  WITH  A  CONTRIBUTION 
($1 0/YEAR;  MORE  IF  YOU  CAN,  LESS  IF 
YOU  CAN’T). 


Calendar 

weekly  events 


***** 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  events  (with  Info  #s):  volley¬ 
ball  (Dee  266-2147);  running  (825-0181);  swim¬ 
ming  (227-5363);  tennis  (744-5498);  basketball 
(236-1914);  rollerskating  (254-7764). 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC).  Regularly  scheduled 
events:  basketball,  swimming,  volleyball  and 
running.  Info:  327-2620. 


Sunday 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  Coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  Open  hoot.  Bring  your 
talents  and  your  instruments  and  sign  up  at 
the  door.  355  Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance) 
Doors  open  at  7:30pm.  No  admittance  after  8. 
$2. 

Boston,  MA  —  "Bostons  Other  Voice," 
weekly  discussions  of  problems  facing  the 
gay  community.  News,  Interviews,  calendar, 
music.  10:30pm.  (WROR,  98.5FM) 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England.  Meets  every  2nd  Sunday  at 
2pm.  Info:  (617)  482-6874  or  247-5485. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Women’s  Non-competitive 
Softball.  Magazine  Field.  Memorial  Dr.  and 
Magazine  St.  (across  from  Stop  'n  Shop).  All 
women  welcome.  3:15-5:15pm.  Sponsored  by 
DOB. 


Boston,  MA  —  Musically  Speaking,  women  s 
programming.  Music,  Ideas,  announcements. 
Call  Melanie  at  494-8810  with  events  and  com¬ 
ments.  (WMBR-FM  88.1)  Sundays  1-3pm. 


Boston,  MA  —  Oasis,  a  coffeehouse  with 
entertainment.  Tonight:  bring  your  talents  and 
Instruments  and  sign  up  at  the  door.  355 
Boylston  St.  (chapel  entrance).  7:30pm.  $2.  All 
are  welcome. 

Orleans,  MA  —'Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets 
every  2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614, 
Orleans,  MA  02653. 


Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklir, 
County.  Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Os¬ 
good  St.  7pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West* 
Church,  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and 
women.  2:30pm 

Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  Call  Joe  at  263-9607.  All 
are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  First  Sunday  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  (603) 
485-3144. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Merrymount  Musical  Soci¬ 
ety,  a  musical  group  for  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
and  offering  informal  concerts.  Interested  mu¬ 
sicians  (&  listeners!)  call  Mark  236-4888,  Ra¬ 
chel  742-7997  or  Frank  266-9423. 

Northern  VT/NH  —  League  of  Gays  (LOGS),  a 
gay  men’s  support  group,  meets  on  the  first 
and  third  Sundays  for  business  meeting,  so¬ 
cializing  and  a  meal.  Info:  (802)633-4047  or 
626-3618,  or  write:  Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury,  VT 
05819. 


monday 

Watertown, MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month 
at  7:15pm  sharp.  During  July  and  August- 
these  meetings  will  be  held  at  249  Watertown 
St.  (Rt.  16).  Info:  542-5188.  Mailing  address: 
PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02140. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm. 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394,  Portsmouth  03801. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472.  Nashua  03061. 

tuesday 

Boston, MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  Is  having  a  new  per¬ 
son's  orientation  meeting  every  week.  This  is 
a  chance  for  newcomers  to  meet  and  talk  in  a 
small  group.  7pm.  128A  TremontSt.  4th  floor 
(across  from  Park  St.  T  stop).  lnfo;338-9472 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Tea  Party  2Vz  meets  at 
Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.  7pm.  To  organize  the 
response  of  the  community  to  the  loss  of  our 
liaison  to  the  mayor's  office.  All  Interested 
Darties  welcome. 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alliance  meets  every  Tuesday  Info: 
583-8447. 

Brattleboro.VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Men’s  Coalition  meets  on  the  second 
Tuesday  of  the  month  at  the  Common  Ground 
Restaurant,  25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bllltls.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.) 
8pm.  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633. 


Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Eves,  7:30pm.  Info: 
278-5475. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691, 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  Park  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 


Wednesday 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston  Al-' 
liance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  For 
all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22. 7-9pm.  128A 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th  floor.  Info:, 
BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline:  426-9371. 

-< 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland; 
St.  (near  Auditorium  .stop).  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Sons  of  the  Suns,  a  weekly 
meeting  for  homeless  gay  men  over  18. 
Center  Club,  48  Boylston  St.  (second  floor). 
9:30am.  Info:  247-9141. 

Boston,  MA  —  Massachusetts  Gay  Political 
Caucus  meets  at  7:30pm  every  2nd  and  4th 
Wednesday  of  the  month.  Info:  471-8404. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media- 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women’s  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri.  of  each 
ynonth. 

Lynn,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  AA  weekly 
meeting.  Lynn  Community  Health  Center,  86 
Lafayette  Park.  7om.  Info:  599-592JL 

Providence,  Rl  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

Boston, MA  —  N.U.  Lambda,  Northeastern’s 
social/sport  group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
and  their  friends,  meets  every  Wednesday  at 
266  Ell  Center.  7pm. 

Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 


thursday 

BOSTON,  MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
NEEDS  HELP  PROOFREADING  AND  LAYING 
OUT  THE  PAPER.  NO  EXPERIENCE 
NECESSARY.  PROOFREADING  BEGINS 
5-ISH  AND  LAYOUT  ABOUT  7:30. 
REFRESHMENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  22 
BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK  ST.)  INFO: 
426-4469. 


Boston, MA  —  North  American  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  will  meet  every  2nd 
Thursday  of  the  month  at  Glad  Day  Book 
Shop,  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.  T  stop) 
8pm.  (Except  during  July  and  August.  Next 
meeting  Sept.  9).  Info:542-0144 


Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
PAM  (People’s  Antiwar  Mobilization)  meets 
every  Thurday  from  7-9pm  at  the  PAM  office  in 
the  Freedom  Center,  355  Boylston  St.  Help  to 
organize  our  resistance  to  Reaganism  In  Bos¬ 
ton  and  nationwide  at  the  All-peoples’  Con¬ 
gress  in  Detroit  and  the  National  Days  of  Re¬ 
sistance  in  November.  Info:  424-1176. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay 
History  Project.  7:30pm.  Info:  426-7351 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  rfith  children. 
Support  group.  8-IOpm.  Cambridge  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance.  Social/supper  every  other 
Thursday.  Info:  583-8447. 

Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  Gay 
People's  Alliance  Is  now  forming.  Meetings 
on  first  and  third  Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian’ 
Society,  220  Main  St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413), 
686-5979. 

Worcester,  MA  —  “Straight  Talk  About  Gays", 
a  free  form  radio  show  with  news,  announce¬ 
ments,  music,  poetry,  in-depth  Interviews  and 
raps.  8:15pm.  WCUW,  91.3FM. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A. 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

fri  day 

BOSTON,  MA  —  WE  NEED  HELP  SENDING 
OUT  GCN  EVERY  FRIDAY  EVENING.  COME 
BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  ANYTIME  AFTER  6 
AND  SHARE  ENERGY.  REFRESHMENTS 
AND  GOOD  TIMES!!!  WOMEN  AND  MEN 
WELCOME.  22  BROMFIELD  ST.  (NEAR  PARK 
ST.) 

Hartford, CT  —  Your  Turf,  a  weekly  drop-in 
center  for  gay  and  lesbian  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center  (upstairs),  350  Farmington  Ave. 
Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  '  Sexual 
Minorities. 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women's  Services  Center,  499-2425, 

Concord,  NH  —  Central  NH  Men's  Support 
Group.  Meets  every  Friday  eve  at  67  Thorndike 
St.  Info:  Joe  224-6931. 

Saturday 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  and 
occasional  trips/actlvlties  for  lesbians  and 
gay  youth  14-22.  1pm  on.  128A  Tremont  St. 
(across  from  Park  St.  sta.)  4th  floor.  Info: 
BAGLY  338-9472  (esp  Wed  &  Thurs  eves)  or 
426-9371  (eves). 


comins  events 


sept  13  sun 

Boiton,  MA  —  Spaghetti  supper  and  wine 
party  to  benefit  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Focus  of 
the  People’s  Anti-War  Mobilization.  Help  fight 
the  New  Right  and  the  Family  Protection  Act. 
Arlington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston.  $2.50  do¬ 
nation  (less  If  unemployed  or  on  welfare).  Info: 
424-1176. 


14  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meeting  open  to  all.  Sherrill  Hall  Library 
of  Episcopal  Divinity  School.  99  Brattle  St. 
7:15  pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Com¬ 
mittee  meets  every  2nd  and  4th  Monday  year- 
round.  Info:  262-4777. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Com¬ 
mittee  meeting,  7:30pm,  at  the  BAGLY  (Bos¬ 
ton  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth)  office, 
128A  Tremont,  4th  floor  (near  Park  St.)  New 
members  welcome.  Info:  262-4777. 


Somerville,  MA  —  Somerville  Women’s  Cen¬ 
ter  Coffeehouse,  38  Union  Sq.,  presents  Patti 
DeRosa  with  contemporary  folk  music. 
7:30-10:30pm.  $2  donation.  Refreshments. 
Drug  and  alcohol  free.  If  you’d  like  to  help  or 
perform  call  628-6311.  All  women  welcome. 
Boston,  MA  —  Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of 
Boston  College.  Haley  House,  314  Hammond 
St.  Chestnut  Hill.  All  Invited.  Bpm. 

15  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Liz  Rodgers,  lawyer  in  National 
Lawyers  Guild  sexual  harassment,  anti-dis¬ 
crimination,  union,  and  affirmative  action 
cases,  will  speak  on  "What  It  means  to  be  a 
'Guild'  lawyer,”  at  BU  Law  School  Rm.  870,  at 
7:30pm.  Info:  542-5415. 

17  thurs 

BOSTON,  MA  —WE’RE  BACK!  AND  DO  WE 
NEED  HELP??  (YES!!!)  GCN  PROOFREAD¬ 
ING  AND  LAYOUT.  SEE  THURSDAYS  ABOVE 
FOR  DETAILS. 


18  fri 

BOSTON,  MA  —OK  FOLKS,  SUMMER 
BREAK'S  OVER.  ON  TO  THE  FALL  BREAK. 
COME  TO  GCN  ANY  FRIDAY  EVE  AND  GET 
YOURS  WHILE  HELPING  SEND  OUT  THE 
PAPER.  REFRESHMENTS.  SEE  FRIDAYS 
ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 


Boston,  MA  —  SUMMER  FRUITS:  Creative 
works  by  Boston  gay  men:  Theater  (Boys 
Curse,  choreopoem  performance  by  clover 
chango);  dance  (original  choreography  with 
poetry  by  Beaker  Jones/Tim  Conant);  visual 
art  (New  Forms  of  Drag  by  Gene  Mignolia  of 
Fruit  of  the  Moon  Designs).  Cauldron  Experi¬ 
mental  Theater,  22  Randolph  St.  (off  Harrison 
Ave.  near  Dover  T  stop)  Sept.  18  at  Bpm;  Sept. 
19  at  4pm;  Oct.  2  and  3  at  8pm.  $3/4  suggested 
donation  (more  If/less  If).  Fresh  fruit  and 
punch. 


19  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  Cauldron  Summer  Fruits  (see 
18  fri  above) 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Weekend  In 
Nantucket.  Info:  Dan  (617)255-7152. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Middle 
Charles  River  canoe  trip.  Info:  Wayne  536-3496 
or  Judy  662-1436  (h)  or  437-2822  (w). 


!TON,  MA  -CHARLES  RIVER  RACE,  5K 
10K  FOR  LESBIANS  AND  GAY  MEN.  TO 
IEFIT  GCN!  $3  race  fee.  At  1pm  at  the 
lls  courts  east  of  Longfellow  Bridge  on 
Esplanade.  (Racers  come  noon  to  12:45.) 


Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Eastern 

States  Expo.  Info:  Don-Paul  (401)  647-5112. 
Washington,  DC  —  "Solidarity  Day"  March  on 
Washington.  Info  about  marching  with  les- 
blan/gay  contingents  and  housing:  (202) 
387-4349  between  7:30  and  10:30pm,  or 
(703)532-3249  after  11  pm. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  “Legal  Issues  for  Gay  Men 
and  Lesbians  "  Exodus  Center.  All-day  confer¬ 
ence.  Info:  266-0612. 

20  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  Come  Celebrate  our  Birthday! 
(Fenway  Community  Health  Center.)  At  Bud¬ 
dies,  733  Boylston  St.  1-4pm.  Tickets  $12  at 
the  door  ($10  In  adv.).  Free  food  (buffet/ 
brunch),  entertainment  and  raffle. 
Northampton,  MA  —  Sweet  Honey  In  the 
Rock  concert  at  Greene  Hall,  Smith  College. 
2pm.  Info:  (413)  584-2637. 

21  mon 

Somerville,  MA  —  Women's  Center  Coffee¬ 
house  presents  E.J.  Graff  reading  poetry. 
Open  7:30-10:30pm.  38  Union  Sq.  $2  donation. 
Info:  628-6311. 

22  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  regular  membership 
meeting.  Special  meeting  to  discuss  publish¬ 
ing  a  GCN  anthology  with  Pat  Gozemba  and 
David  Newton.  Please  come  if  you're  Interest¬ 
ed  in  the  project.  6:30pm.  22  Bromfield  St. 


The  deadline  for  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


Reviewed  by  Scott  Tucker 

Here,  before  our  very  eyes,  the  Socialist  Workers 
Party  (SWP)  performs  a  magical  act  more  spell¬ 
binding  than  pulling  rabbits  out  of  a  hat  or  saw¬ 
ing  a  smiling  woman  in  half.  The  SWP  levitates  the 
whole  lesbian  and  gay  movement  and  sends  it  to  orbit 
around  the  moon,  where  we  won’t  disturb  “worker- 
Bolsheviks”  with  our  strange  apparel  and  lewd  behav¬ 
ior.  What’s  behind  this  trick?  “Social  weight,”  that’s 
what,  and  the  SWP  claims  we  lack  it.  Fairies,  as  every¬ 
body  knows,  resist  gravity,  whereas  the  comrades  of  the 
SWP  are  very,  very  grave  indeed. 

Thorstad,  Forgione,  and  Hill  are  all  gay  activists  and 
former  members  of  the  SWP,  and  they  have  done  all 
gay  and  progressive  people  a  great  service  by  editing 
and  coming  out  with  documents  which  the  SWP  leader¬ 
ship  would  prefer  to  keep  in  the  closet.  Gay  comrades 
in  the  SWP  struggled  long  and  hard  to  get  their  party  to 
take  up  gay  liberation  in  a  principled  and  program¬ 
matic  manner.  They  failed,  but  the  record  of  their 
struggle  is  open  to  our  inspection  and  there  are  lessons 
to  be  learned.  The  SWP  documents  are  important  not 
so  much  because  they  reveal  the  workings  of  a  particular 
left  group  with  1,500  members,  but  rather  because  they 
reveal  so  much  about  how  the  mechanical  left  in  gen¬ 
eral  relates  to  living  struggles. 

People  who  are  unfamiliar  with  the  language  of  the 
Marxist  left  may  initially  have  trouble  with  these  docu¬ 
ments,  but  the  editors  help  in  the  translation  by  provid¬ 
ing  glossaries  of  terms  like  “cadre”  and  “polyvanguard- 
ism.”  In  the  words  of  editor  Thorstad,  these  are  the  only 
works  publicly  available  “to  document  in  detail  the 
gyration  of  a  leftist  group  around  the  subject  of  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  gay  liberation.”  As  such,  these  works 
should  interest  anyone  committed  to  or  curious  about 
socialism  and  gay  liberation. 

When  Thorstad  resigned  from  the  SWP  in  1973,  he 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  party  stating  that  “the  party’s  atti¬ 
tude  toward  homosexual  oppression  (and  indeed  sex 
questions  in  general)  has  reached  a  point  where  gay 
comrades  who  are  unwilling  to  divorce  their  struggle 
against  their  sexual  oppression  from  their  politics  are 
being  forced  to  make  a  choice  between  gay  liberation 
and  revolutionary  socialism.  This  is,  to  be  sure,  a  false 
choice;  for  a  Marxist,  the  commitment  to  gay  liberation 
is  inseparable  from  a  commitment  to  revolutionary 


socialism,  and  vice  versa.  Yet  the  party’s  determination, 
after  a  fleeting  flirtation  with  gay  liberation  in  early 
1971,  to  demote  it  from  a  political  to  an  essentially  per¬ 
sonal  issue,  is  forcing  this  choice  upon  its  members.” 

Just  what  was  the  party’s  policy  toward  gays  and  the 
gay  movement?  In  the  late  sixties  the  SWP  unofficially 
banned  gays  from  party  membership  as  a  “security  risk” 

—  “on  exactly  the  same  grounds,”  wrote  Thorstad, 
“that  McCarthy  demanded  their  exclusion  from  the 
State  Department.”  Whereas  McCarthy,  like  other 
reactionaries  before  and  since,  had  raised  the  spectre  of 
The  Commie  Queer  during  the  witch-hunts  of  the 
1950’s,  the  SWP  capitulated  to  reaction  and  thus  split 
its  own  ranks. 

In  June  of  1969  the  cops  raided  the  Stonewall  and 
drag  queens  led  a  resistance  which  gained  steam  and 
quickly  became  the  current  gay  liberation  movement. 
The  impact  on  the  SWP  was  delayed.  As  late  as  Feb¬ 
ruary  1970,  the  SWP  National  Committee  was  officially 
justifying  the  exclusion  of  gays  on  grounds  of  security; 
the  party’s  youth  group  formally  adopted  such  a  policy 
in  August  1970.  The  growth  and  militance  of  the  gay 
movement  itself,  however,  forced  the  party  to  abolish 
this  policy  at  the  end  of  the  same  year.  The  SWP  never 
stated  that  the  policy  had  been  wrong;  it  merely  recog¬ 
nized  that  the  policy  was  subject  to  ridicule,  and  that 
the  gay  movement  might  offer  potential  recruits. 

During  the  first  half  of  1971  the  SWP  seemed  to 
orient  itself  toward  the  gay  movement  in  a  fairly 
positive  manner.  The  party  newspaper.  The  Militant, 
carried  articles  on  gay  struggles  in  many  issues;  the 
party  held  public  forums  on  gay  liberation  and 
Marxism;  and  the  party  helped  to  build  gay  demonstra¬ 
tions.  “The  party’s  involvement  had  hardly  begun,” 
wrote  Thorstad,  “when  the  brakes  began  to  be  applied” 

—  by  the  leadership,  not  the  rank  and  file.  One  party 
leader,  Nat  Weinstein,  warned  that  “Undue  emphasis 
on  minor  issues  can  give  an  organization  like  ours  an 
exotic  image.”  As  Thorstad  wrote,  Weinstein  claimed 
that  workers  "were  too  tired  anyway  to  worry  about  sex; 
he  thereby  suggested  that  gay  liberation  could  only 
appeal  to  the  upper  classes  of  society  (a  stupid  rehash  of 
the  Stalinist  notion  that  homosexuality  was  a  product  of 
‘bourgeois  decadence’.”  And  like  many  straight  leftists, 
Weinstein  regarded  the  closet  as  being  primarily  a 
refuge  from  oppression,  rather  than  being  a  prison  most 
of  us  know  it  to  be. 


If  leftists  like  Weinstein  view  the  closet  as  a  luxury 
hideaway,  this  reflects  their  bias  that  gay  sex  is  to  “real” 
sex  what  caviar  is  to  “real”  food:  an  unhealthy,  acquired 
taste  for  which  “real”  workers  have  no  stomach.  John 
Lauritsen,  then  a  gay  party  member,  wrote  in  response, 
“When  Weinstein  writes,  ‘This  absence  of  a  daily  grind¬ 
ing  exploitation  and  overt  physical  oppression  in  gay 
people’s  lives  in  contrast  to  the  lives  of  Blacks,  Browns, 
women  and  workers’,  we  can  see  that  his  image  of  a 
worker  is  so  stereotyped  that  a  gay  person  couldn’t  even 
be  one.”  Queer-bashing  is  “overt  physical  oppression” 
and  heterosexism  is  used  to  discipline,  divide,  and 
exploit  us  all.  If  a  black  working-class  woman  comes  out 
as  a  lesbian,  just  how  many  units  of  “social  weight”  will 
she  lose  when  measured  in  the  scales  of  the  SWP?  Aside 
from  the  fact  that  most  gays  are  working-class,  it  must 
be  said  that  the  closet  can  be  a  living  hell  even  for 
wealthy  gays. 

In  May  of  1973  the  SWP  leadership  published  a 
“Memorandum  on  the  Gay  Liberation  Movement,”  a 
cowardly  and  contradictory  document.  “In  a  nutshell,” 
Thorstad  wrote,  “the  memorandum  had  two  basic 
flaws.  First,  it  reduced  the  gay  liberation  struggle  to  a 
struggle  for  gay  rights  .  .  .  Second,  the  memorandum 
was  not  honest.  While  claiming  to  hold  open  the  door 
to  possible  party  participation  in  the  gay  movement 
(albeit  with  an  incorrect  program  and  analysis)  it  ...  in 
fact,  laid  the  groundwork  for  abstention  from  it.” 
What,  one  might  ask,  is  “incorrect”  about  struggling 
for  gay  rights?  Nothing  at  all,  but  members  of  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  socialist  party  have  the  right  to  expect  a  more 
comprehensive  political  program  than  one  gets  from 
the  Democratic  Party  or  The  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby.  The  SWP  leadership  castigated  the  gay  move¬ 
ment  for  not  being  radical  enough,  yet  by  default  it 
sided  with  precisely  those  forces  in  the  gay  movement 
which  have  pursued  gay  rights  at  the  expense  of  gay 
liberation. 

In  one  respect  the  SWP  leadership  ws  even  more  con¬ 
servative  than  almost  any  run-of-the-mill  gay  reformer: 
it  refused  to  sanction  that  early  battle-cry  “Gay  is 
Good,”  though  it  never  objected  to  slogans  like  “Black 
is  Beautiful”  or  “Sisterhood  is  Powerful.”  One  party 
leader  hedged  the  issue  by  writing,  “The  vast  majority 
of  individuals  in  this  society  prefer  either  homosexuality 
or  heterosexuality,  think  one  or  the  other  is  better  for 
them.  Obviously,  we  are  not  going  to  make  it  a  mater 
of  party  policy  to  tell  people  they  are  wrong  to  have  a 
personal  preference.”  How  does  gay  being  good  make 
straight  come  bad?  The  real  issue  is  heterosexism,  which 
is  no  more  a  “personal  preference”  than  either  racism  or 
sexism,  and  a  “vanguard  party”  should  take  a  lead  in 
fighting  it.  Most  people  in  this  society  no  doubt  think 
that  capitalism  is  better  for  them  than  socialism,  but 
the  SWP  does  not  abstain  from  struggling  against  this 
“personal  preference.” 

In  retrospect,  we  can  see  all  too  clearly  the  bind 
which  the  SWP  leadership  felt  itself  to  be  in:  the  gay 
movement  was  too  big  and  vital  to  be  ignored,  yet  it 
remained  leprous  and  dangerous  to  embrace.  Is  gay 
good  or  not?  Party  leader  Barry  Sheppard  refused  to 
answer  in  1973,  claiming  that  any  answer  would  open  a 
Pandora’s  box  containing  more  monsters  than  recruits: 
“For  the  party  to  adopt  a  position  on  the  question  of  the 
value  of  homosexuality  vis-a-vis  heterosexuality  would 
be  a  diversion  from  our  purpose.  It  would  open  the 
door  to  further  debates  on  the  nature  and  value  of 
homosexuality  in  the  party,  and  on  other  related  ques¬ 
tions  such  as  the  nature  and  value  of  other  sexually- 
related  activities  and  desires  (sadism,  masochism,  trans- 
vetism,  fetishism,  etc.,  all  of  which  are  raised  and  dis¬ 
cussed  in  certain  sections  of  the  gay  liberation  move¬ 
ment  .  .  .).” 

Yes,  gay  liberation  means  opening  one  door  after 
another  in  the  social  and  sexual  cell-blocks  we  find  our¬ 
selves  in,  but  the  SWP  prefers  to  keep  certain  doors 
locked  and  guarded.  When  Thorstad  left  the  SWP  and 
became  active  in  The  North  American  Man /Boy  Love 
Association,'  the  SWP  leadership  not  only  slandered 
him  but  also  went  on  to  twist  and  obscure  the  issue  of 
cross-generational  sex  within  the  left  and  the  gay  move¬ 
ment.  Likewise,  the  SWP ’s  “Memorandum  on  the  Gay 
Liberation  Movement"  concluded  with  a  section  on 
“dress  and  decorum”  which  lays  down  the  law  that  male 
comrades  can’t  wear  dresses:  “If  our  image  were  to 
become  exotic,  that  would  stand  in  the  way  or  recruit¬ 
ing  and  influencing  masses  of  people  justifiably  suspi¬ 
cious  of  people  that  are  obviously  eccentric.  A  political 
person  who  deviates  too  far  from  the  social  norm  in 
questions  like  that  of  dress  has  lost  or  never  had  a  sense 
of  proportion  about  what  is  politically  important  and 
what  is  secondary.  The  wearing  of  this  or  that  kind  of 
clothing  has  nothing  to  do  with  being  a  revolutionary.” 

The  SWP  leadership  has  no  sense  of  proportion  if  it 
really  believes  that  transvestism  is  so  much  more  exotic 
and  eccentric  to  the  masses  than  Trotskyism  itself.  It 
also  shows  a  shocking  ignorance  of  history.  Medieval 
chastity  belts,  the  Islamic  veil,  Chinese  footbinding, 
and  modern  high  heels  —  the  struggle  of  women 
against  this  kind  of  “dress  and  decorum”  has  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  being  a  revolutionary!  When  19th  cen¬ 
tury  feminists  forsook  hoop-skirts  in  favor  of  pants,  and 
when  20th  century  faggots  hit  the  streets  dressed  in 
beards,  pearls,  and  frocks,  they  were  both  revealing 
what  a  drag  all  our  notions  of  masculine  utility  and 
feminine  beauty  can  be.  Dress  and  decorum  are  not  too 
trivial  to  deify  rulers  and  discipline  slaves:  when  masses 
of  people  deviate  “too  far”  from  such  social  norms,  this 
can  signal  a  revolution.  (An  anecdote  belongs  here: 
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Thorstad  wrote  that  in  1971  “I  was  asked  to  urge  a 
comrade.  .  .  to  leave  a  social  at  a  party  convention  for 
being  in  low  drag.  I  refused;  instead,  I  danced  with  him 
as  a  sign  of  solidarity.  I  subsequently  learned  that  he 
did  leave,  at  the  prodding  of  another  gay  comrade, 
more  malleable  than  I.”) 

Having  applied  the  brakes  on  gay-related  work  in  the 
early  1970’s,  the  SWP  stepped  on  the  gas  once  again  in 
1977,  when  mass  gay  struggle  erupted  nationwide 
against  right-wing  anti-gay  crusades.  For  two  year  the 
SWP  was  again  fairly  active  in  the  gay  movement,  yet 
they  couldn’t  recruit  a  single  gay  activist.  Thorstad 
wrote,  “Gay  fish  .  .  .  weren’t  biting  because  they  were 
suspicious  of  the  SWP’s  line.”  Rather  than  change  their 
backward  line,  the  SWP  leadership  dismissed  the  gay 
movement  as  being  socially  lightweight  and  marginal. 

By  1979  the  SWP  had  taken  “a  turn  to  industry  and  the 
working  class”  which  also  involved  a  mechanical  turn 
away  from  the  women’s  and  gay  movements.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  the  SWP  was  forced  to  take  a  stand  —  or  a  hop  — 
on  the  1979  National  March  on  Washington  for  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Rights. 

Lo  and  behold,  the  SWP  responded  to  this  civil  rights 
march  just  like  the  National  Gay  Task  Force  did:  first 
with  a  probe  and  then  with  abstention  until  the  elev¬ 
enth  hour,  when  it  managed  to  raise  its  disgraced  ban¬ 
ner.  Having  abandoned  the  struggle  for  gay  liberation, 
it  finally  abandoned  the  struggle  for  gay  rights.  The 
SWP  operated  on  the  principle  that  real  workers  worked 
in  factories,  and  that  gay  people  weren’t  real  workers. 

An  article  published  in  The  Militant  in  1979,  “The  class 
struggle  road  to  winning  gay  rights,”  was  headed  with  a 
photograph  of  West  Virginian  miners  during  the  1978 
coal  strike.  The  caption  read:  “Their  fight  altered  poli¬ 
tical  climate  in  U.S.,  pushing  back  ruling  class  that  is  re¬ 
sponsible  for  all  forms  of  discrimination,  including  gay 
oppression.”  Now  imagine  an  article  on  the  miners’ 
strike  which  would  be  headed  with  a  photograph  of  drag 
queens  kicking  in  a  chorus  line.  The  caption  might  read: 
“They  kicked  the  crap  out  of  bourgeious  morality,  which 
enslaves  everyone  under  capitalism,  including  West  Vir¬ 
ginian  miners.”  Needless  to  say,  the  SWP  buried  cover¬ 
age  of  the  gay  march  on  Washington  further  back  in  its 
party  paper  than  most  of  the  bourgeois  rags  did . 

The  same  SWP  article  on  “winning  gay  rights”  went 
on  to  claim  that  “events  that  seem  to  have  nothing  to  do 
with  gay  and  lesbian  rights  .  .  .  have  represented  big  ad¬ 
vances  for  the  gay  rights  struggle.”  Among  such  events, 
the  SWP  article  listed  the  Iranian  revolution  along  with 
the  miners’  strike.  Overthrowing  the  Shah  was  one  step 
forward  for  Iran ,  but  Khomeini’s  Islamic  Republic  was  at 
that  very  time  executing  gays  and  prostitutes,  jailing  so¬ 
cialists,  oppressing  national  minorities,  and  forcing 
women  to  wear  the  veil.  If  gay  people  are  going  to  be  lib¬ 
erated  first  and  foremost  by  West  Virginian  miners  and 
Iranian  mullahs,  then  of  course  there  is  no  need  for  what 
the  SWP  article  dismissed  as  “the  so-called  gay  move¬ 
ment.” 

Heterosexism  within  the  SWP  took  both  crude  and 
subtle  forms.  One  woman  expressed  panic  that  the 
party  was  becoming  “a  conversion  school  for  lesbians” 
and  a  “haven  or  hospital”  for  “Gay  people  and  man- 
haters.”  More  subtly,  a  male  party  leader  claimed  that 
whereas  sexual  freedom  was  a  legitimate  concern  for 
gays,  it  was  not  an  issue  which  the  SWP  should  press  in 
the  women’s  movement,  where  it  might  end  up  “alien¬ 
ating  many  healthy  women  who  are  not  yet  prepared  to 
fight  around  the  issue  of  winning  sexual  freedom.” 

Note  the  implicit  distinction  between  lesbians  and 
“healthy  women.”  This  man  also  claimed  that  working- 
class  women  “are  repelled  by  what  must  appear  to  be  an 
inexplicable  preoccupation  with  sexual  gratification.”  It 
seems  lesbianism,  luxury,  and  lust  are  all  synonymous, 
whereas  working-class  women  are  sexlessly  straight. 

Socialists  should  be  the  greatest  champions  of  sexual 
freedom  and  gratification  for  workers,  both  for  its  own 
sake  and  as  a  means  of  undermining  patriarchal  ^pd 
capitalist  discipline.  Women  at  the  bottom  of  the  social 
pyramid  suffer  the  greatest  burdens  of  sexual  slavery 
and  can  become  the  greatest  fighters  for  sexual  free¬ 
dom.  They  are  the  ones  who  most  often  end  up  on  the 
butcher  block  when  seeking  abortions,  they  are  the  ones 
who  have  the  fewest  resources  to  fight  courts  which 
kidnap  their  kids  because  mom  is  a  lesbian.  The  SWP  is 
a  clear  case-study  of  socialists  who  can’t  wage  a 
consistent  struggle  against  sexism  because  they  refuse  to 
struggle  against  heterosexism. 

The  question  of  the  “social  weight”  of  gays  is  debated 
throughout  these  documents.  “Gays,”  wrote  a  certain 
comrade,  “because  of  their  size  and  placement  in 
society,  and  the  relationship  of  their  oppression  to  the 
central  institutions  of  society,  have  much,  much  less 
strategic  importance  than  do  Blacks  and  women  and 
other  allies.  That’s  our  assessment.”  In  this  debate,  gay 
comrades  were  at  a  disadvantage.  As  editors  Forgione 
and  Hill  point  out,  “They  entered  the  ring  each  time 
with  one  hand  already  tied  behind  them.  They  accept¬ 
ed  the  ‘social  weight’  scale  of  oppression  and  the  tricks 
the  leadership  played  with  it.”  In  one  protest  against 
the  party  line,  Forgione  wrote,  “If  Blacks  only  com¬ 
prised,  say,  10  percent  of  the  Cuban  population,  and 
the  Cuban  leadership  proceeded  to  discriminate  against 
them  in  the  same  way  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  been 
and  still  are,  would  the  SWP  still  have  remained  virtu¬ 
ally  silent  on  the  oppression  of  Afro-Cubans  as  has  been 
done  with  lesbians  and  gay  men  to  date?  Obviously 
not.  ATTENTION  THOUGH:  this  is  the  further  logi¬ 
cal  progression  of  the  social  weight! peripheral  game 
and  where  it  leads  to!” 
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There  is  a  remarkable  convergence  between 
Forgione’s  argument  and  an  argument  I  myself  made 
when  I  was  in  combat  with  certain  Stalinists  who  had 
zigged  into  the  gay  movement  (before  they  zagged 
straight  out  again).  “Assuming,”  I  wrote,  “that  10 
percent  of  the  Cuban  population  is  gay,  and 
considering  the  social  and  political  restrictions  still 
imposed  on  gay  Cubans,  isn’t  this  a  serious  division  in 
the  working  class?  If  10  percent  of  the  Cuban 
population  were  lavender-skinned  and  were  subject  to 
such  restrictions,  wouldn’t  this  be  considered  a  racist 
outrage?  If  gays  are  10  percent  of  the  population,  does 
this  mean  we  carry  10  percent  ‘social  weight’?  Doesn’t 
heterosexiam  affect  the  entire  population?  Keep 
everybody  scared?  Can’t  the  influence  of  a  minority 
have  a  major  effect  on  society?  Aren’t  socialists  a  smaller 
minority  than  gays  in  the  U.S.,  and  don’t  they  intend 
to  have  a  major  social  influence?” 

The  SWP  leadership  could  scoff  and  claim  that  a  few 
socialists  can  convert  masses  to  socialism,  whereas  gays 
are  likely  to  remain  a  minority  under  any  circumstances. 
They  do  not  grasp  the  true  aim  of  gay  liberation.  It  is 
not,  as  gay  SWP  comrades  tried  to  explain,  merely  an 
attempt  to  stake  out  a  wildlife  preserve  for  an  exotic 
species  of  creatures  called  gays:  it  is  a  struggle  to  liberate 
all  people,  it  is  a  wildcat  strike  on  the  sexual  and  social 
assembly  line  which  turns  out  Heterosexuals,  Homosex¬ 
uals,  and  Bisexuals  the  way  General  Motors  turns  out 
cars  for  the  market.  Marx  claimed  that  the  working  class 
had  the  historic  role  of  abolishing  the  class  system  and 
of  freeing  humanity:  in  the  words  of  the  socialist 
anthem,  “The  international  working  class  shall  be  the 
human  race.”  Gay  liberation  likewise  seeks  to  make  all 
people  “queer”:  more  diverse  and  richly  human. 

If  gay  liberation  had  ben  explained  to  the  SWP 
leadership  in  such  “dialectical”  terms,  perhaps  they 
might  have  said,  “Now  you’re  speaking  our  language!” 
More  likely,  they  would  have  been  scared  out  of  their 
skins.  What  can  gays  now  expect  from  the  SWP?  Lip- 
service  to  “the  democratic  rights  of  gay  people,”  a 
leaflet  here,  a  banner  there  —  that  and  no  more.  The 
SWP’s  paper  carried  not  one  word  about  the  gay  upr< 
ing  in  San  Francisco  at  the  time  it  occurred,  not  one 
word  about  an  event  which  black  feminist  Flo  Kennedy 
called  “the  most  important  anti-Establishment  action  of 
the  past  decade.”  And  when  Tony  Adams,  a  black  gay 
SWP  member,  was  murdered  in  Salt  Lake  City,  the 
SWP  paper  took  over  a  month  just  to  report  his  death. 
Forgione  and  Hill  make  this  comment:  “After  some 
initial  protests  to  the  local  police,  and  a  few  articles  in 
The  Militant,  Tony  was  just  forgotten.  .  .  .  The  fact  is, 
this  was  a  ‘gay  murder’  and  not  a  nice,  clear  case  of 
government  harassment  of  a  socialist  on  the  job.  .  .  . 
That  the  SWP,  well-known  for  its  defense  campaigns, 
had  this  time  decided  it  was  not  opportune  to  launch 
one,  speaks  volumes.” 

How  can  the  left  possibly  measure  the  “social  weight” 
of  gays  if  it  fails  to  realize  that  heterosexiam  is  a  vital, 
animating  force  on  the  right,  regardless  of  the  place  of 
gays  in  the  economy?  With  such  a  simple-minded  class- 
analysis,  how  does  the  left  explain  the  fact  that  the 
Nazis  didn’t  build  alliances  with  the  Jewish  middle- 
class  and  spare  them  from  the  death-camps?  The  Nazis 
never  dared  to  vilify  workers  as  such,  and  in  fact 


capitalized  on  leftist  symbols  and  rhetoric.  Likewise, 
the  Moral  Majority  takes  liberal  pains  to  deny  any 
racism  or  sexism  on  its  pan,  though  it  proudly 
proclaims  its  horror  of  gays.  By  any  strict  Marxist 
analysis  people  in  power  (or  taking  power)  should  not 
make  such  “irrational”  anacks  on  economically  diversi¬ 
fied  groups  like  Jews  and  gays,  but  they  do.  They  do  so 
because  general  social  repression  proceeds  more  effi¬ 
ciently  under  cover  of  consistent  attacks  directed  at 
specific,  vulnerable  social  groups.  The  mechanical  left 
has  no  understanding  of  mass  psychology;  the  right 
does,  and  gains  ground. 

The  SWP  claims  to  inherit  and  extend  the  revolu¬ 
tionary  tradition  of  Marx,  Lenin,  and  Trotsky.  Let’s  look 
at  this  tradition  on  its  own  terms.  Marx  argued  that 
every  social  upheaval  advances  new  sectors  and  layers  of 
the  population  into  struggle,  and  that  socialists  should 
consciously  join  ranks  with  these  social  forces.  The 
SWP,  on  the  contrary,  turned  its  back  on  a  militant  gay 
movement.  As  for  Lenin,  he  said  that  the  ideal  of  every 
revolutionary  socialist  "should  not  be  the  trade-union 
secretary,  but  the  tribune  of  the  people ,”  and  that  real 
socialists  should  be  “able  to  react  to  every  manifestation 
of  tyranny  and  oppression,  no  matter  where  it  appears, 
no  matter  what  stratum  or  class  of  people  it  affects.”  In 
its  mechanical  "turn  to  industry,”  the  SWP  abandoned 
the  tribune  of  the  people  in  favor  of  trade-union  secre¬ 
taries;  having  abandoned  folks  with  no  “social  weight,” 
like  its  own  gay  member  Tony  Adams,  the  SWP  has 
also  abandoned  that  old  and  sound  socialist  principle, 
An  Injury  To  One  Is  An  Injury  To  All. 

And  what  of  Trotsky,  the  guiding  spirit  of  the  SWP? 
At  his  best  he  expressed  feminist  inklings  that  the 
personal  is  political.  “In  politics  and  economics,”  he 
wrote,  “the  working  class  acts  as  a  whole  and  pushes  to 
the  front  rank  its  vanguard  the  Communist  Party.  In 
domestic  life  the  working  class  is  split  into  cells 
constituted  by  families!”  Shortly  after  the  Russian 
Revolution,  the  Soviet  Union  scrapped  the  old  Tsarist 
laws  against  gays  and  greatly  advanced  the  rights  of 
women.  But  all  these  and  other  social  gains  were  rolled 
back  when  Stalin  established  his  dictatorship.  There 
were  mass  arrests  of  gays,  and  social  shackles  were 
placed  again  on  women.  In  The  Revolution  Betrayed, 
Trotsky  wrote,  “The  most  compelling  motive  of  the 
present  cult  of  the  family  is  undoubtedly  the  need  of 
the  bureaucracy  for  a  stable  hierarchy  of  relations,  for 
the  disciplining  of  youth  by  40,000,000  points  of  sup¬ 
port  for  authority  and  power.” 

That  is  Trotsky  speaking  as  a  rebel  against  the  tyrant 
Stalin,  and  he  sounds  almost  like  the  anarchists  whom 
Trotsky  and  Lenin  had  once  suppressed.  In  the  debate 
in  the  SWP  on  gay  liberation,  what  side  would  a  rein¬ 
carnated  Trotsky  have  taken?  The  rebel  Trotsky  could 
have  written  the  same  words  which  Steve  Forgione 
wrote  shortly  before  leaving  the  SWP:  “.  .  .  the  under¬ 
mining  of  bourgeois  morality  and  its  other  societal 
norms  is  very  much  a  part  of  the  program  for  socialist 
revolution.  ‘Bread,  Peace,  Land’  just  won’t  make  it  in 
attempting  to  mobilize  the  working  class  today  —  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  advanced  industrial /capitalist  countries.” 
But  the  orthodox  Marxist  Trotsky  could  likewise  have 
written  this  sentence  from  the  SWP’s  “Memorandum 
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Do  Holsters  Come  In  Pink? 


REZO  STRANGE 

by  Dan  Dakota 
The  Leaf  Press,  1981 
134  pp.,  $5.93 

Reviewed  by  Frank  Abrizio 

Westerns  are  rumored  to  be  huffing  and  puffing 
along  the  comeback  trail  after  nearly  three 
decades  of  obsolescence,  and  the  timing  for  a 
resurgence  is  perfect.  Presumably  the  Moral  Majority 
has  to  read  something  and  what  better  than  a  cowboy 
story.  The  odds,  nonetheless,  are  heavily  against  their 
choice  being  Rezo  Strange ,  by  Dan  Dakota. 

What  distinguishes  Strange  from  the  myriad  other 
cowboys  who  have  pounded  the  trail  before  him  is  that 
he’s  gay,  though  only  somewhat.  This  is  what  lends 
Dakota’s  story  its  scant  interest  —  novelty  is  what  I’d  ra¬ 
ther  say  —  but  he  pushes  it  into  the  background,  sup¬ 
plying  a  few  meaningful  glances  and  occasional  trysts 
and  then  dropping  it  altogether. 

Chapter  headings  signal  exactly  the  action  they  con¬ 
tain  —  to  wit.  The  Fire,  The  Fever,  Nightmare,  and  so 
forth  —  while  Strange’s  gayness  (a  troubling  conjunc¬ 
tion  of  words)  is  left  wholly  unexplored,  no  more  im¬ 
portant  than  his  cleft  chin.  He  and  Gage,  his  cowpoke 
lover  with  one  short  leg,  dig  a  well,  quell  a  fire,  track 
and  murder  the  villain,  and  survive,  taking  time  out 
now  and  then  for  a  rugged  embrace.  Meanwhile,  we’re 
left  in  the  dark  about  the  reaction  of  the  townspeople  to 
this  couple,  and  curious  to  know  if  homosexuality 
among  cowboys  is  as  rife  as  one  suspects.  Dakota  injects 
a  gay  into  a  rigorously  macho  world  and  then  makes 
nothing  of  the  drama  implicit  in  the  situation. 

Just  as  well,  actually,  as  his  prose  style  isn’t  equipped 
to  handle  even  the  simplest  of  issues.  He  labors  to  mim¬ 
ic  the  spareness,  clarity,  and  frequent  beauty  of  such 
western  writers  as  Zane  Grey  and  Luke  Short,  and 


comes  up  with  an  idiomatic,  first-person  prose  that  for 
all  its  painstaking  simpleness  and  repetition  is  tough  to 
wade  through.  Sample: 

We’d  shared  a  lot  in  less  than  twenty  four  hours.  Time 


can  go  on  and  on  tilled  with  doing  jobs  and  seeing  chang¬ 
es  and  getting  along  when  a  man’s  alone.  Life  can  be 
busy.  One  day  with  Gage,  though,  and  I  had  what  was 
like  a  month  of  experiences.  1  looked  at  him  different. 

We  were  matched  in  some  deep  way.  We  were  close. 
Sometimes  you  meet  someone  and  it's  like  that  straight 
from  the  start. 

The  novel  that  suggests  itself  from  this  material, 
though  Dakota  hasn’t  written  it,  centers  on  the  surfac¬ 
ing  gayness  always  implicit  but  never  explored  in  wes¬ 
terns.  In  a  world  where  women  are  described  as  being 
either  whores  or  washed-out  wives,  it  seemed  inevitable 
that  the  camaraderie  between  the  men  would  spill  over 
into  sexual  relationships. 

Dakota  (it’s  hard  to  distinguish  him  from  his  charac¬ 
ters)  might  have  exploited  this  idea  if  Strange’s  affair 
with  Gage  had  succeeded  an  intense  friendship,  just  as 
James  Dean’s  and  Sal  Mineo’s  friendship  in  Rebel 
Without  A  Cause  might  have  burgeoned  into  love  if 
the  censors  had  allowed.  (The  material  certainly  seemed 
to  be  leaning  that  way.)  Instead,  Strange  spies  on  Gage 
taking  a  bath  and  before  you  can  say  “Ah-choo!”  they’re 
lovers,  as  provocative  as  Ozzie  and  Harriet. 

As  for  the  cowboy  novel  itself,  one  can’t  help  but  feel 
uneasy  about  its  rumored  revival.  Louis  L’ Amour  has 
stomped  this  ground  for  years  with  a  benign  popularity, 
as  a  quaint  and  harmless  anachronism.  But  now  that  he 
and  his  implacable  ethos  of  right  and  wrong  have 
bounced  out  of  the  back  bins  and  onto  the  bestseller 
lists,  all  the  quaintness  has  shriveled. 

There’s  not  the  least  attempt  to  re-interpret  the  past, 
only  the  attempt  to  return  to  it,  a  desire  that  is  over  and 
over  again  voiced  by  our  cowboy  in  the  White  House, 
and  approved  by  those  who  elected  him.  They  would 
have  us  all  reeling  back  to  good  old  days  that  never 
were,  to  recapture  a  frontier  spirit  that  solves  problems 
by  shooting  the  villain.  These  issues  have  nothing  to  do 
with  Rezo  Strange ,  as  no  one  is  likely  to  be  reading  it, 
least  of  all  the  Moral  Majority.  But  in  the  hands  of  a 
writer  who  could  write,  such  ideas  might  take  on  a 
frightening  attractiveness.  If  only  we  could  head  them 
off  at  the  pass. 

If  only  we  knew  where  the  pass  is. 
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Things  We  Weren’t  to  Speak  of: 
Sex,  Practical  and  Political 


HERESIES  #12:  SEX  ISSUE 

Heresies  Collective,  Inc.,  1981 
225  Lafayette  Street 
New  York,  NY  10012 
96 p.,  $4.25 

Reviewed  by  Marsha  Maurer 

Political  discussions  and  conflicts  within  women’s 
communities  have  their  ebbs  and  flows.  If  several 
recent  GCN  articles,  party  conversation,  and  Her¬ 
esies’ s  twelfth  issue  are  any  indication ,  sex  is  riding  high 
on  the  current  wave  of  much  needed  movement  discus¬ 
sion. 

Heresies  12  is  called  SEX  ISSUE.  Over  fifty  women 
contributed  their  poetry,  essays,  satire,  and  visual  art, 
which  range  from  very  personal  accounts  to  more  dis¬ 
tanced  reflections  —  each  contribution  pushes  us  to  a 
deeper  understanding  of  sex  and  feminism. 

SEX  ISSUE  is  as  varied  in  content  as  it  is  in  form.  It 
takes  us  beyond  the  simple  polarizations  of  lesbian  vs. 
straight,  and  violence  vs.  cuddly  “feminist”  sex.  Instead 
it  presents  sex  as  a  complicated  mixture  of  personal  ex¬ 
perience  and  political  context.  Whatever  their  form  or 
perspective,  pieces  were  consistent  in  their  ability  to 
stimulate  new  ideas  and  keep  concern  for  feeling,  ex¬ 
perience,  and  open  sharing  from  being  obscured  by 
puritanical  attitudes. 

We  have  not  always  been  so  open,  as  Joan  Nestle  re¬ 
veals  in  “Butch-fem  Relationships,  Sexual  Courage  in 
the  1950s.”  At  times  we  have  used  puritanical  ideolo¬ 
gies  to  suppress  women  within  our  own  communities. 
This  article  was  very  challenging  to  me  because  I  have 
been  a  feminist  who  dismissed  butch-fem  relationships 
as  unhealthy  reproductions  of  oppressive  sex  roles  — 
something  we  more  “liberated”  lesbians  didn’t  do. 
Though  I  abandoned  condemnation  awhile  back,  my 
ignorance  has  remained.  Joan’s  article  filled  that  void 
with  this  empowering  perspective: 

Butch-fem  women  made  Lesbians  visible  in  a  terrifying 
clear  way  in  a  historical  period  where  there  was  no  move¬ 
ment  support  for  them.  Their  appearance  spoke  of  erotic 
independence,  and  they  provoked  rage  and  censure  from 
their  own  communitites  and  straight  society.  Now  it  is 
time  to  stop  judging  and  to  begin  asking  questions,  and 
to  begin  listening  ...  If  we  do,  we  may  begin  to  under¬ 
stand  how  our  Lesbian  people  survived  and  created  an 
erotic  heritage,  (p.  24) 

Another  article  that  got  me  thinking  was  Camilla  De- 
carmin’s  “An  Interview  With  Five  Fag-hagging  Wom¬ 
en.”  The  women  interviewed  described  people  and 
situations,  particularly  involving  gay  men,  that  they 
found  sexually  appealing.  One  woman,  Lee,  describes 
her  sexual  interests  this  way:  “My  sexual  orientation 
right  now  is  lesbian  sadomasochist  with  a  strong  latent 
interest  in  gay  men  and  a  weaker  latent  interest  in  boys, 
or  say,  youth.  I’m  probably  a  latent  faggot."  Besides 


dispelling  the  myth  that  cross-generational  sex  is  irrele¬ 
vant  to  lesbians,  Lee’s  comments  demonstrate  the  di¬ 
versity  of  sexual  interest  in  our  community. 

Some  people  might  find  Lee’s  description  disturbing, 
but  being  frightened  or  disgusted  by  our  sisters’  or  our 
own  sexual  desires  is  an  unfortunate  part  of  our  sexual 
socialization.  Remember  that  “disgusting,”  “dirty,” 
and  “unnatural”  are  the  same  slurs  that  kept  many  of  us 
in  the  closet  too  long. 

Both  Joan  Nestle’s  article  and  the  Faghag  interview 
reveal  controversial  variation  in  the  sexual  lifestyles  of 
lesbians.  These  articles,  together  with  Pat  Califia’s 
“Feminism  and  Sadomasochism,”  and  Paula  Webster’s 
“Pornography  and  Pleasure,”  stand  in  clear  opposition 
to  people  in  the  women’s  movement  who  condemn 
these  and  other  sexual  practices.  Califia  identifies  the 
anti-pornography  movement  as  “.  .  .  the  best  of  the 
worst  of  the  women’s  movement.”  The  influence  of  the 
anti-porn  movement  is  clear  in  the  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW)’s  statement  on  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights,  which  is  reprinted  in  SEX  ISSUE. 

Continued  on  Page  6 
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Old  Maids  in  Summer  Camps  Why  We  Feel  Anxious  .  .  . 


Together  and  Apart 


COME  OUT  SMILING 

by  Elizabeth  Levy 
Delacourte  Press,  1981 
186  pp.,  $ 8.95 

Reviewed  by  Cindy  Rizzo 

I  have  a  diary  that  records  in  excruciating  detail  the 
years  that  I  spent  at  Camp  TSP  (Teen  Summer  Pro¬ 
gram).  This  was  a  local  day  camp  in  Queens  that  I 
attended  for  four  years,  when  I  was  12,  13,  14,  and  15. 
It's  a  co-ed  camp,  but  to  tell  the  truth,  I  can  remember 
very  little  about  the  boys  except  that  they  sat  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  room  from  us  every  morning  and  in 
the  late  afternoon.  My  diary  (we  didn't  call  them  jour¬ 
nals  back  then)  is  filled  with  the  pains  and  joys  of  being 
with  other  girls  —  who  will  be  my  "buddy’’  this  week?, 
who  will  1  bunk  with  when  we  take  our  monthly  trip  to 
a  dude  ranch?,  my  rationalization  for  why  it  was  OK  for 


Nancy,  my  best  friend,  to  sit  with  Wendy  on  the  bus  — 
and  with  being  around  the  counselors  —  the  time  1 
talked  to  Maxine  until  3  a.m.  at  the  dude  ranch,  the 
day  Sharon  and  Susan  told  me  they  thought  of  me  like 
a  sister. 

Come  Out  Smiling,  a  book  that  recounts  one  sum¬ 
mer  at  camp  in  the  life  of  14  year  old  Jennifer  Mandel, 
brought  all  of  this  back  to  me.  Written  in  the  first 
person  from  Jenny’s  point  of  view,  it  manages  to  catch 
many  of  the  nuances  of  feeling  that  young  girls  experi¬ 
ence  when  dealing  with  sex,  sexuality  and  independ¬ 
ence.  The  particular  problem  here  is  how  Jenny  will 
handle  the  fact  that  her  favorite  counselor,  Peggy,  who 
she  admittedly  has  a  crush  on,  is  involved  in  a  lesbian 
relationship  with  Anne,  another  counselor. 

The  setting,  Camp  Sacajawea  (remember  the  Indian 
woman  who  guided  Lewis  and  Clark?),  is  guaranteed  to 
make  you  smile.  It’s  run  by  Miss  Tess,  a  seventy  year  old 
feminist,  who  strongly  believes  that  liberation  can  only 
come  about  by  instilling  a  sense  of  fierce  competition 
and  fairness  in  young  girls.  Miss  Tess  is  believed  to  be 
an  old  maid.  Jenny  wonders  if  she’s  still  a  virgin.  How¬ 
ever,  we  later  learn  about  Miss  Geraldine,  the  nurse 
who  runs  the  camp  with  Miss  Tess.  Although  every¬ 
thing  istres  discreet, we  now  know  that  Miss  Tess  does 
not  sleep  alone  in  that  big  bed  in  the  main  house. 

The  girls  are  constantly  lectured  about  the  ability  of 
women  to  achieve.  Although  they  make  fun  of  Miss 
Tess,  you  can  tell  that  her  attempts  to  boost  confidence 
are  highly  successful  and  that  the  girls  are  fascinated  by 
her  identification  with  American  Indian  culture. 

Author  Elizabeth  Levy  chooses  to  depict  an  age  at 
which  girls  are  sexually  aware,  but  uncomfortable. 
Because  Jenny  and  her  friends  are  seniors,  they  covet 
their  privileges  of  freedom  and  demand  respect  from 
younger  campers  and  from  counselors.  But  they  are 
terribly  insecure,  lying  about  how  far  they  have  gone 
with  boys,  underestimating  their  popularity  with  other 
girls,  yearning  for  approval  from  those  they  admire. 
They  are  caught  between  childhood  and  womanhood. 
They  are  afraid  of  or  unimpressed  with  boys  but  seek 
them  out  in  order  to  appear  “experienced”  or  even 
"normal.”  They  worry  that  having  a  crush  on  a  lesbian 
counselor  will  mean  that  they  are  lesbians. 

Levy  deliberately  keeps  the  girls  pre-sexual.  There  is 
no  telling  which  of  them  will  turn  out  gay  or  straight. 
It’s  almost  as  if  she  were  keeping  that  variable  neutral  in 
order  to  present  a  clearer  picture  of  a  young  teenager’s 
response  to  lesbianism.  We  cannot  make  the  easy 
assumption  that  Jenny  and  her  friend  Marcie  fear 
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COUPLINGS:  A  Book  of  Stories 

by  Richard  Hall 
Grey  Fox  Press,  1981 
185  pp„  $5.95 

Reviewed  by  Rudy  Kikel 

In  a  recent  essay  in  the  Advocate,  which  deserves  to 
be  included  in  any  future  anthology  of  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  “manifestos”  (“When  We  Were  Young  and 
Radical:  An  Assessment  of  the  Past,”  June  25,  1981), 
Richard  Hall  suggests  a  second  thought  in  response  to 
the  one  proposed  by  the  formulators  of  our  “liberation” 
rhetoric  —  that  we  are  not  “free”.  His  second  thought 
—  which  may  come  as  a  breath  of  fresh  air  or  a  cooling 
wave  to  those  of  us  “confused  about  the  choices  await¬ 
ing  us  in  the  bars,  baths,  discos,  and  resorts”  —  is  that 
“manyof  usmay  have  more  freedom  than  we  know  what 
to  do  with.”  The  essay  concludes  by  warning  us  against 
what  William  Blake  refers  to  as  “single-vision”  —  in  our 
case,  the  proposition  that  the  solution  to  a  problem 
must  be  political  when  the  problem  may  be  existential, 
nothing  less  or  smaller  than  life  itself.  The  essay  con¬ 
firms,  that  is,  what  even  Hall’s  tenure  as  Advocate 
Books  Editor  confirms  (even  working  for  a  mainstream 
gay  publication,  if  there  ever  was  one,  he  has  been 
painstakingly  sensitive  to  an  often  overlooked  gay  small 
press):  his  feeling  for  two  sides.  Or  as  he  says  of  himself 
in  the  Introduction  to  this  collection  of  his  wonderful 
short  stories:  “Doubleness  is  central  to  my  vision.” 

Hall  explains,  "At  the  root  of  each  story  is  a  pair, 
male  or  female,  struggling  with,  for  or  against  their 
bond.  I  am  concerned  with  the  suffering  that  arrives  on 
our  doorstep  in  the  shape  of  a  friend,  a  lover,  an  ex¬ 
lover.”  And  these  stories  are  about  equally  divided 
between  those  in  which  people  separate,  realizing  that 
on  some  level  they  have  never  been  together,  and  those 
in  which  people  come  together  again,  realizing  that  on 
some  level  they  have  never  been  far  apart.  Each  story 
involves  bringing  profound  perceptions  to  the  mental 
surface,  and  turning  insight  into  act.  But  doubleness  is 
pervasive  in  this  book;  the  fiction  is  informed  in  deep 
ways  by  Hall’s  second  thoughts;  and  he  is  fully  justified 
in  thinking  aloud  "that  none  of  these  stories  is  as  simple 
as  I  have  described  it  and  that  .  .  .  each  rises  from  needs 
deeper  than  mere  ideology.” 

Many  of  the  stories  come  equipped  with  an  added 
dimension  —  that  of  myth  —  provided  them  by 
analogy  with  legends  (of  King  Midas,  Pinocchio,  Zeus 
the  Thunderer)  or  by  on-going  idiom,  of  the  “bad 
penny”  in  “The  Bad  Penny.”  In  “The  Taste  of  Spring,' 
the  only  story  concerned  directly  with  lesbian  experi¬ 
ence,  watercress  leaves  (“calling,  notifying  me  it  has  sur¬ 
vived  the  winter”)  become  a  poetic  symbol  of  a 
heroine’s  powers  of  endurance  as  an  older  woman). 

Hall  writes  three  pastiches  in  which  selected  premises 
from  Mann’s  Death  in  Venice,  James'  The  Aspern 


Papers,  and  Conrad’s  Heart  of  Darkness  (those  great 
masters’  flawed  or  incompleted  first  thoughts!)  have 
been  corrected  or  reversed.  In  the  most  powerful  of 
these,  “Colors,”  the  Manhattan  dockstrip  leather  scene 
is  envisioned  as  cold,  mechanical,  deadly,  and  even 
Satanic  — a  heart  of  darkness,  indeed,  pervaded  by  the 
mores  and  manners  of  white,  male,  mainland  America. 
We  can  always  discount  the  vision,  however  —  for  the 
narrator  of  Hall’s  story-within-a-story  is  Jose  Antonio, 
an  aging,  alcoholic  resident  of  a  "grubby  little  coastal 
village”  in  Puerto  Rico,  who  purports  to  have  lost  his 
lover  years  ago  to  New  York  night  life.  “Perhaps  he 
fabricated  the  whole  tale,  or  perhaps  I  dreamed  it  in 
that  bamboo  grove  in  a  dark  and  forgotten  corner  of  the 
world,”  we  are  told  by  the  man  to  whom  Jose,  like  Con¬ 
rad's  Marlow,  tells  the  tale.  This  is  after  all  a  Conrad 
pastiche;  first  thoughts  are  allowed  to  coexist,  even  at 
our  peril,  with  second  ones.  We  are  asked  to  judge  for 
ourselves  “how  much,  if  any”  of  what  we  hear  “is  true.” 

In  a  sense,  each  of  us  is  double:  each  of  us  is  sepa¬ 
rated  from  possibilities  just  beyond  a  pale.  It  may  be 
the  ultimate  paradigm  of  gay  existence  —  Richard  Hall 
would  remind  me,  I  suppose,  that  it  is  the  ultimate 
paradigm  of  all  existence  —  for  us  to  have  separated 
parts  of  our  selves  form  other  parts  in  the  interest  of 
survival.  “The  Boy  Who  Would  Be  Real”  is  a  fable 
about  separated  parts.  Its  main  character  has  been  told 
by  his  father:  “For  Christ's  sake,  why  can’t  you  be  a  real 
boy?”  We  follow  Warren  as  he  passes  through  school 
and  into  New  York  City  gay  life  and  psychotheapy  in 
the  pursuit  of  his  “reality.”  Only  in  discovering  “that  he 
had  always  been  real,’  is  he  finally  able  to  make  a  home 
for  the  self  from  which  he  has  had  to  suffer  alienation. 

“The  Boy  Who  Would  Be  Real”  may  be  the  model 
for  all  the  stories  here  —  stories  in  which  selfhood  or 
self  advancement  is  deferred.  And  often  deferred  possi¬ 
bilities  present  themselves  as  persons  close  to  oneself.  In 
"The  Household  God,”  destined  to  be  a  small  gay 
classic,  Albert,  the  narrator,  and  his  lover  Scott,  Hall 
tells  us  had  taken  a  trip  to  Athens  in  the  hope  of 
perhaps  altering  the  conditions  of  a  life  mired  in 
domesticity  and  material  comfort.  The  trip  was  unsuc- 
cesful,  thinks  Albert.  To  us,  as  readers,  it  seems  to  have 
been  very  successful  —  in  suggesting  to  him  a  vigorous 
if  violent  new  stage,  under  the  aegis  of  classic  mythol¬ 
ogy,  onto  which  the  lovers  might  have  lifted  their  rela¬ 
tionship.  Instead  of  claiming,  as  the  therapists  say,  their 
new  feelings,  the  lovers  return  to  America,  and  Albert 
secretly  contacts  a  dating  service  he  hopes  will  put  him 
in  touch  with  a  friend  who  can  share  his  just  unearthed 
"special  tastes,"  which  he  seems  embarrassed  to  speak 
of: 

I  want  a  partner  who  will  be  my  opponent.  I  want  to 
struggle  with  him  until  we  arrive  someplace  we’ve 
never  been  before.  1  think  a  certain  kind  of  anger  can 
turn  you  into  a  god. 


MINORITY  STRESS  AND  LESBIAN 
WOMEN 

By  Virginia  R.  Brooks 
D.  C.  Heath  &  Company 
Lexington,  MA,  1981 
240  pp.,  $ 22.95 

Reviewed  by  Signe  Dayhoff 

Lesbian  women  are  a  double  minority.”  That  is, 
they  represent  two  categorical  ascriptions  of  infer¬ 
ior  status  in  our  society:  one  on  the  basis  of  sex; 
and  one  on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation /preference. 
As  a  result  of  this  double  whammy,  lesbian  women 
tend  to  be  excluded  from  the  world  of  the  majority  or 
"in-group"  both  economically  and  socially:  economic¬ 
ally  because  they  are  women;  socially  because  they  are 
non-heterosexual. 

This  means  exclusion  from  or  unequal  access  to  the 
social  and  economic  rewards  in  the  society,  enforced  by 
negative  sanctions  which  create  stress  and  conflict.  The 
premise  of  Minority  Stress  and  Lesbian  Women  is  that 
the  stress  exists  but  can  be  mastered;  and  further  that  it 
needs  to  be  mastered  for  the  lesbian  woman  to  see  her¬ 
self  and  be  seen  as  a  positive  psychological,  social,  cul¬ 
tural,  and  political  entity. 

The  text  begins  with  a  review  of  the  various  explana¬ 
tions  of  lesbianism  (biological,  psycholanalytic,  sociali- 
zational,  and  sociocultural)  and  research  findings  to 
support  the  assertion  of  their  inadequacy  or  fallacious¬ 
ness.  The  theory  of  stress  is  discussed  with  the  area  of 
minority  stress  explored  in  detail.  This  exploration  cov¬ 
ers  the  possible  situational  and  individual  characteristics 
which  appear  to  be  key  factors. 

To  test  the  conditions  under  which  lesbian  women 
perceive  stress.  Brooks  analyzed  questionnaires  from 
675  lesbian  female  respondents.  Her  sample  can  best  be 
described  as:  30  years  of  age  or  younger,  white,  never 
married,  no  children,  highly  educated,  middle  class, 
self-supported,  not  a  member  of  a  homophile  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  not  indigenous  to  California.  This  was  the 
modal  pattern. 

Stress  was  measured  by  three  components:  1)  hospi¬ 
talization  for  “mental  illness”;  2)  drug  usage,  past  and 
present;  and  3)  having  felt  suicidal  or  having  attempted 
suicide.  Other  possible  consequences  of  minority  stress 
were  measured  by  “deviance”  behavior:  1)  having  ille¬ 
gal  sources  of  income;  and/or  2)  having  provided  sex¬ 
ual  services  for  monetary  gain  (“prostitution”).  Changes 
in  stress  level  were  measured  by  decrease  in  drug  usage. 

The  purpose  of  this  correlational  study  was  to  assess 
the  relation  of  selected  variables  (socioeconomic  status, 
public  visibility,  disclosure,  age,  feminist  exposure,  and 
minority  reference  group)  to  perceived  stress  and 
deviant  activity.  There  was  no  control  group  of  non-les¬ 
bian  women  with  which  to  compare  the  lesbian  find¬ 
ings. 

The  results  indicated  that  lower  socioeconomic  status 
tended  to  have  high  stress  and  deviance  scores.  Here  so¬ 
cioeconomic  status  was  defined  as  one’s  educational 
level  and  occupation.  Unfortunately,  the  study  was 
“not  able  to  identify  components  of  status"  which  pro¬ 
duced  the  most  stress.  It  would  have  been  informative 
to  compare  the  stress  patterns  lesbian  and  non-lesbian 
—  if  there  had  been  no  significant  statistical  difference 
between  them,  it  might  have  suggested  that  femaleness 
rather  than  socio-sexual  preference  is  the  basic  stress 
producer.  If  a  significant  difference  were  seen  between 
the  two  groups,  with  higher  stress  and  deviance  scores 
for  lesbians,  then  the  hypothesis  that  double  minority 
status  increases  negative  impact  would  tend  to  be 
supported. 

It  was  found  that  self-assessed  higher  public  visibility 
of  lesbian  women  is  a  stress-producing  component  of 
lower-class  status,  though  not  exclusively.  That  is,  two 
and  one-half  times  as  many  lower-class  respondents  per¬ 
ceived  themselves  as  "high  visibility"  as  compared  with 
upper-  and  upper-middle  class  respondents.  Self-per¬ 
ceived  visibility  was  not  found  to  be  related  to  deviance; 
however,  high  disclosure  was.  This  suggests  that  where 
there  is  limited  access  to  success  by  legitimate  means  (as 
a  result  of  disclosing  their  lesbianism)  the  deviant  re¬ 
sponse  tends  to  appear,  varying  according  to  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  the  illegitimate  means. 

Stress  scores  were  not  found  to  increase  with  age.  It 
had  been  assumed  that  older  lesbian  women  would 


Throughout  his  book  Hall  is  not  squeamish  about 
subjects  like  hustling,  boy  love,  or  S/M  —  indeed,  any 
passion  that  assists  in  the  makeing  up  of  the  self  —  not 
as  sqeamish  as  some  of  his  characters  are  until  they 
learn  that  “Love  was  simply  another  gift  you  gave  your¬ 
self."  But  he  wants  us  and  them,  as  Walter  Pater  says, 
“to  be  sure  it  is  passion  —  that  it  does  yield  you  this 
fruit  of  a  quickened,  multiplied  consciousness”  — 
second  thoughts,  that  is,  not  just  first  obsessions. 

Finally,  in  the  two  stories  which  are  my  favorites, 
duplicity,  informs  structure:  the  double  take  is  our 
appropriate  response.  “The  Prisoner  of  Love”  would 
seem  to  appeal  by  means  of  its  striking,  satirical  portrait 
of  Martin,  the  gay  radical  who  “lived,  breathed,  defa- 
cated  the  Movement."  Why  has  the  narrator,  who  has  a 
small  income  that  permits  him  to  indulge  a  "natural 
laziness,"  invited  the  righteous  and  penurious  Martin  to 


have  accrued  greater  hostile  social  experience  over  their 
lives  and  would,  as  a  result,  feel  more  stressed.  How¬ 
ever,  with  increased  age  may  come  higher  socioeconom¬ 
ic  status  and  higher  income  level  which  tend  to  reduce 
stress  scores.  (These  correlations  of  increased  age  with 
higher  status  and  income  were  found  in  this  study.)  An¬ 
other  factor  which  may  have  influenced  the  negative 
finding  is  that  only  nine  percent  of  the  sample  were 
over  40  years  of  age.  There  may  not  have  been  sufficient 
data  for  comparison.  Moreover,  there  is  an  alternative 
explanation.  It  may  be  that  younger  women  coming  to 
grips  with  their  sociosexual  identity  are  doing  so  at  a 
time  of  considerable  stress,  when  they  are  establishing 
their  peer  group,  going  to  school,  looking  for  their  first 
job,  seeing  themselves  as  individuals  and  adults,  per¬ 
haps  rebelling  against  the  “establishment.” 

Viewing  women  in  general  and  lesbian  women  in 
particular  as  a  reference  group  was  seen  to  be  correlated 
with  decreased  stress  scores;  while  exposure  to  feminism 
was  not.  The  feminist  exposure  finding  only  ap¬ 
proached  statistical  significance.  Brooks  suggests  that 
this  could  "reflect  the  fact  that  the  measure  represents 
the  effects  of  feminst  exposure  on  women  in  various 
phases  of  resocialization  into  the  feminist  identity.” 
That  is,  developing  a  feminist  consciousness  may  in¬ 
volve  recognizing  the  basis  of  the  "personal  problem”  as 
being  the  result  of  the  sociocultural  phenomenon  and 
coming  to  grips  with  it  in  stages.  It  may  also  be  that 
since  a  definition  of  "feminism”  was  not  presented  in 
the  questionnaire,  there  was  no  common  frame  of  refer¬ 
ence  for  the  question.  Respondents  were  free  to  inter¬ 
pret  the  term  and  this  may  have  biased  the  results. 

Following  the  discussion  of  the  study's  findings,  the 
text  looks  at  stress  in  greater  detail.  It  addresses  areas  of: 
1)  coping  resources  (effective  coping  depends  on  a  com¬ 
bination  of  self-esteem,  intrinsic  reward  system,  and  ex¬ 
ternal  resources,  such  as  economic  support);  2)  identity 


conflicts  (individual  vs.  stereotype);  3)  intragroup  dif¬ 
ferences  (class  as  a  variable  in  behavioral  norms);  and 
4)  social  disclosure  (anxiety  and  fear  of  non-disclosure 
vs.  potential  negative  consequences  of  disclosure).  The 
book’s  orientation  tends  to  be  clinical.  It  seeks  to  iden¬ 
tify  problems  and  suggest  a  therapeutic  regimen  for 
them. 

Brooks  emphasizes  that  mastering  minority  stress 
(presupposing  that  it  can  indeed  be  mastered)  requires 
progression  through  a  number  of  stages,  first,  at  the 
psychological  level,  the  lesbian  woman  creates  a  self¬ 
redefinition  and  self-acceptance.  Next,  at  the  social  lev¬ 
el,  she  identifies  positively  with  her  reference  minority 
group.  At  the  sociocultural  level,  she  joins  collective  ef¬ 
forts  toward  equality.  And  finally,  at  the  cultural  level, 
she  expands  her  striving  for  equality  to  all  minorities. 
This  self-actualization  and  political-reality  approach 
suggests  that  social  reform  can  only  occur  for  any  mi- 

Continued  on  Page  6 


Puerto  Rico,  where  he  introduces  him  to  a  hustler, 
whose  way  of  life  Martin  can  little  approve?  The  answers 
that  suggest  themselves  are  dark  ones.  But  the  narrator’s 
real  reason  surprises  even  himself  —  and  will  delight 
Hall's  readers. 

Again,  in  a  “Touch  of  Fat,”  every  ironic  indication  is 
that  Frady  has  misjudged  himself,  his  ex-lover  Tom, 
whom  he  meets  in  Puerto  Rico  for  a  vacation  together, 
and  the  possibilities  of  ever  piquing  Tom’s  interest  in 
reviving  their  now  dead  sexual  friendship.  The  story’s 
climax  takes  place  in  bed  —  in  a  scene  that  is  a  model  of 
accurate  telling  and  delicate  feeling  —  or,  rather,  it  fails 
to  take  place  there.  But  Hall  snatches  victory  from  the 
jaws  of  defeat,  in  an  emotional  denouement  I  won’t 
disclose.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  where  there  had  seemed 
to  be  singularity  only  —  people  apart  —  once  more 
there  were  two  who  were  one. 
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Breaking  the  Wall  of  Silence 


BLACK  LESBIANS, 
an  Annotated  Bibliography 

Compiled  by  J.  R.  Roberts 
Foreword  by  Barbara  Smith 
The  Naiad  Press,  Inc.,  1981 
P.O.  Box  10543 
Tallahassee,  FL  32302 
Photographs,  indexed 
93  pp.,  $ 5.95 

Reviewed  by  Catherine  Joseph 

Well,  Black  Lesbians,  we've  finally  arrived.  In 
the  past  we’ve  had  to  depend  upon  an  in¬ 
formal  network  of  sometimes  mind-boggling 
proportions  to  get  the  word  out  about  us,  to  receive 
news  about  Black  lesbian  happenings  and  goings-on, 
and  to  spread  the  word  about  us.  It  was  a  curious 
collage  of  pick  n  choose;  hither,  thither  n  yon  (yawn) 
that  left  much  to  be  desired.  Now,  at  last,  we  have  our 
own  concise  and  comprehensive  annotated  bibliog¬ 
raphy.  This  landmark  book  is  a  compendium  of  sources 
of  information  that  validates  and  records  our  experi¬ 
ences,  our  lifestyles,  our  controversies  and  our  past. 

Split  up  into  seven  alphabetized  and  numbered  sec¬ 
tions  this  book  is  a  self-affirmation  of  who  we  are, 
where  we  came  from  and  where  we  are  headed. 
Browsing  through  the  more  than  300  entries  one  is 
struck  by  the  fact  that  we  can  now  hold  in  our  hands 
conclusive  and  incontrovertible  evidence  that  we  do 
exist  and  that  we  are  busily  defining  ourselves  in  our 
own  voices.  Reference  data  from  across  the  United 
States  gives  us  a  sense  of  the  socio-economic,  political, 
and  cultural  forces  that  bind  us  together.  Because  this 
book  is  a  compilation  of  all  available  data  about  Black 
lesbians  I  was  greatly  appreciative  of  the  annotations 
that  followed  each  entry.  Each  source  gives  a  brief 
description  and  explanation  of  the  article  and  sends  out 
little  flashes  when  the  images  of  ourselves  are  less  than 
positive  or  are  not  fully  realized  or  were  set  down  by 
those  of  us  who  would  deny  us  access  to  our  full  identi¬ 
ties.  This  book  also  nudges  us  to  uncover  and  detail  the 
countless  number  of  women’s  lives  that  have  yet  to  be 
documented.  In  an  historical  sense,  one  gets  an  idea  of 
the  main  issues  affecting  Black  lesbians  throughout  the 
U.S.  and  what  tools  and  devices  we  might  use  in  order 
to  effectively  maintain  an  open  dialogue  with  other 
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Black  lesbians  and  within  the  Black  community  as  a 
whole.  Specific  references  to  the  Bay  State  Banner  (and 
other  community  newspapers  nationwide)  and  its  con¬ 
tinuous  diatribes  against  homosexuality,  for  example, 
show  us  that  we  need  to  do  much  to  inform  the  com¬ 
munity  of  our  omnipresence  and  demand  to  be  viewed 
in  a  positive  and  non-threatening  way.  That  cataloging 
of  reference  data  also  shows  us  where  we  can  go  to  get  a 
consistendy  balanced  and  self-affirming  view  of  our¬ 
selves.  The  seven  sections  of  this  book,  including  the 
addendum  make  it  an  invaluable  tool  for  students, 
researchers  and  lesbians  everywhere.  Were  I  a  newcomer 
or  teenager,  insecure,  cautious  or  playing  it  safe,  I 
would  find  boundless  information  that  validates  the 
experience  of  Black  lesbians,  or  were  1  a  seasoned  vet¬ 
eran  of  the  Black  lesbian  struggle  within  America,  this 
compilation  would  give  ample  reference  materials  to 
raise  my  consciousness  further  or  to  propel  my  efforts 
toward  self-realization .  The  ending  pages  of  this  book 
give  an  alphabetized  listing  of  gay  and/or  lesbian 
organizations  that  can  further  affirm  our  existence  and 
is  a  network  through  which  we  can  work,  in  order  to  get 
things  done. 


.  .  .  Come  Out  Smiling 

continued  from  page‘4 

homosexuality  because  they  exhibit  the  “tell-tale” 
signs. 

Since  the  book  is  written  for  young  readers,  it  is 
important  that  it  reflect  the  teenager’s  point  of  view. 
Levy  is  mostly  good  at  this.  She  doesn’t  tend  to  trivialize 
or  sentimentalize,  although  her  dialogue  is  a  bit 
unbelievable  at  times.  The  story  is  choppy  in  places  — 
the  summer  just  doesn’t  seem  to  flow.  But  overall  we  do 
get  the  essence  of  the  book  —  for  Jenny,  it  is  a  summer 
of  growth,  as  manifested  by  moments  of  joy  and  con¬ 
fusion  and  fear. 

Levy,  who  the  book  jacket  reports  “lives  in  New  York 
City  with  her  husband,”  portrays  the  lesbian  characters 
well.  She  is  careful  not  to  offend.  Miss  Tess  is  wonderful 
(a  real  “type,”  but  not  a  stereotype).  She  believes  in  her 
formula  of  freedom  through  competition  and  does  not 
waiver.  Yet  she  is  not  without  compassion,  not  hard¬ 
ened.  Her  methodology  is  accepted  by  almost  everyone, 
including  Peggy,  the  riding  instructor  who  has  been 
working  at  Sacajawea  for  years.  Peggy  is  Jenny’s  favorite 
counselor,  her  “crush,”  as  Jenny  readily  admits 
throughout  the  book. 

I  always  took  it  for  granted  that  campers  would  have 
crushes  on  counselors.  In  fact,  kids  who  didn’t  have 
crushes  were  almost  out  of  it.  Peggy  was  my  crush,  and 
I  always  felt  as  if  I  had  exclusive  rights  to  her.  (89) 

Peggy,  herself,  is  portrayed  as  very  calm  and  together. 

She  is  secure  and  well-adjusted,  but  is  discreet  and 
accepting  of  the  status  quo.  Her  lover,  Anne,  who  is  at 
Sacajawea  for  the  first  time,  is  more  daring.  Her  voice  is 
the  only  one  that  questions  the  healthiness  of  “healthy 
competition.”  She  talks  to  the  girls  about  their  fears 
and  insecurities.  Near  the  end  of  the  book,  she  tells 
Jenny,  “Just  don’t  let  [your  parents]  pressure  you  into 
doing  anything  you  don’t  want  to  do  .  .  .  And  I  don’t 
just  mean  about  a  career.”  (184-185) 

The  book’s  title,  Come  Out  Smiling,  does  not  refer 
to  the  obvious.  Instead,  Levy  tells  us  that  it  is  the 
admonishment  given  to  Jenny  by  her  parents  when  she 
is  upset  and  gets  sent  to  her  room.  But  the  double 
entendre  hangs  over  the  plot  line  like  an  omen,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  final  scene  when  Jenny  abruptly  decides  that 
her  most  important  wish  is  not  to  avoid  the  prospect  of 
lesbianism  in  her  future,  but  to  courageously  face  what¬ 
ever  comes  her  way. 

I  only  wish  I  had  learned  as  much  at  TSP. 

.  .  .S.W.P. 
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on  the  Gay  Liberation  Movement”:  “The  reactionary 
institution  of  the  patriarchal  family,  and  the  ideology 
and  morality  that  buttress  it,  will  wither  away  only  in 
the  process  of  the  construction  of  socialism,  as  the  social 
and  economic  functions  it  now  performs  are  progres¬ 
sively  taken  on  by  society  as  a  whole.” 

According  to  orthodox  Marxism,  the  Family,  Private 
Property,  and  the  State  will  all  “wither  away”  only  dur¬ 
ing  the  construction  of  socialism,  and  socialism  itself 
can’t  be  constructed  until  After  The  Revolution.  Here  I 
must  lay  my  anarchist  cards  on  the  table:  why  wait  until 
after  “the  final  conflict”  to  break  our  chains  and  build  a 
new  world?  There  is  no  final  conflict:  Trotsky  may  have 
talked  about  Permanent  Revolution,  but  only  anarch¬ 
ists  are  serious  about  it.  Hear  what  Stalin  said  about  the 
State:  “To  keep  on  developing  State  power  in  order  to 
prepare  the  conditions  for  the  withering  away  of  State 
power  —  that  is  the  Marxist  formula.”  This  is  double- 
talk  under  the  guise  of  “dialectics”  and  Marxist-Lenin- 
ists  of  all  stripes  speak  it.  Now  hear  what  an  anarchist 
socialist,  Gustav  Landauer,  said  about  the  State:  “The 
State  is  a  condition,  a  certain  relationship  between 
human  beings,  a  mode  of  human  behavior;  we  destroy 
it  by  contracting  other  relationships,  by  behaving  dif¬ 
ferently.” 

Gay  liberation  is  anarchist  in  spirit  to  the  extent  that 
it  insists  on  undermining  patriarchal  capitalism  now , 
and  that  is  why  gays  like  Thorstad,  Forgione,  Hill,  and 
many  others  left  the  SWP.  What  Landauer  wrote  years 
ago  is  still  true  today:  “One  road  is  open,  more  open 
than  ever,  to  help  bring  about  revolution  and  the  col¬ 
lapse  of  the  present  system:  to  begin  on  a  small  scale, 
and  voluntarily,  immediately,  on  all  sides,  you  are 
called,  you  and  your  friends!” 

Dozens  of  Marxist-Leninist  groups  exist  and  compete 
for  recruits  —  Trotskyists,  Maoists,  and  Stalinists  all 
claim  to  be  the  rightful  heirs  to  Lenin,  “leader”  of  the 
Russian  Revolution.  Anarchists  believe  that  all  57  varie¬ 
ties  of  Marxism-Leninism  are  unfit  for  human  con¬ 
sumption,  and  the  SWP’s  variety  has  left  a  particularly 
bad  taste  in  gay  mouths.  If  the  SWP  leadership  ever 
pursues“interventions”  into  the  gay  movement  again,  it 
will  no  doubt  believe  it  is  transfusing  fresh  blood  into 
an  ailing  body.  The  truth  is  that  the  SWP  is  an  ailing 
parasite  which  can  only  thrive  by  sucking  the  blood  of 
live  and  kicking  liberation  movements.  Gay  blood 
proved  too  rich  for  the  SWP!  SWP  partisans  may  claim 
that  this  charge  of  parasitism  is  a  form  of  red-baiting. 
Don’t  flatter  yourselves,  comrades!  Socialism  must  be 
.  measured  by  higher  standards  than  yours,  and  few  red- 
baiters  have  done  as  much  damage  to  the  cause  of 
socialism  as  you  "revolutionaries”  have  done  yourselves. 

The  SWP  turned  away  from  gay  liberation  in  favor  of 
“scientific”  obscurantism;  as  John  Lauritsen,  a  gay 
former  party  member,  wrote,  “Every  struggle  for  reason 
is  now  a  struggle  for  socialism.” 
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The  NOW  statement  defines  les- 
biansim  as  a  civil  rights  issue  and 
specifically  disavows  support  for 
pederasty  (intergenerational  sex), 
pornogrphy,  sadomasochism,  and 
public  sex.  Like  the  rhetoric  of  the 
anti-porn  movement  NOW’s  state¬ 
ment  equates  these  practices  with 
violence  against  women.  This 
equation  is  false  and  dangerously 
simplistic,  emerging  in  a  time  of 
increasing  sexual  repression.  S&M 
bars  are  being  raided.  NAM  LA 
activities  are  being  monitored  by 
the  FBI  and  its  members  arrested. 
Two  lesbians  in  Colorado  were 
arrested  for  holding  hands  (public 
sex).  Even  the  most  conventional 
lesbian  or  gay  male  is  subject  to 
harassment  through  sex  laws. 
NOW’s  position  capitulates  to  this 
reactionary  climate,  isolating  the 
victims  of  sexual  repression  and 
creating  further  victimization 
within  the  movement. 

In  addition  to  articles  on  sexual 
variation  and  sexual  subcultures 
there  were  a  number  of  articles  on 
racism  and  sex.  The  only  black 
woman  in  the  collective  says  of 
these  works: 

Our  backgrounds  —  political  and 
sexual  —  shaped  our  views  of  the 
contents  of  this  magazine.  The 
Third  World  pieces  are  all  political, 
tied  to  an  international  perspective 
of  Third  World  women’s  struggles. 
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nority  if  the  constituency  renders  itself  visible.  To  do 
this  each  minority  member  must  acknowledge  and  ac¬ 
cept  her/his  individuality  and  worth. 

Minority  Stress  and  Lesbian  Women  is  a  well -re¬ 
searched,  technical  treatment  of  a  subject  in  need  of 
scholarly  attention.  Unfortunately,  it  is  written  pri¬ 
marily  for  the  social  scientist,  which  limits  the  lay  com¬ 
munity’s  access  to  this  information.  However,  since  the 
text  presents  both  old  findings  and  theories  as  well  as 
new,  it  paves  the  way  for  further  research  in  this  area. 
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ADVERTISEMENT  PAID  FOR  BY  THE 
MARIPOSA  EDUCATION  AND 
RESEARCH  FOUNDATION 


The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  food  and  water  pollution 
and  public  sanitation  is  well  recognized,  whereas  — 

The  signficance  of  bodily  germs  and  secretions  to 
disease  transmission  through  sex  contact  unfortunately 
has  not  been  taught  to  the  public. 

Almost  100  years  after  universal  acceptance  of  the 
germ  theory  of  disease,  it  is  appalling  that  every  male  and 
female  is  still  not  being  taught  the  responsibility  to  wash 
genital  and  rectal  areas  before  and  after  sex  contact, 
eliminating  those  acquired  and  one’s  own  germs  and 
secretions,  in  protection  of  one’s  own  health  and  that  of 
one’s  sex  partner. 

An  important  health  factor  is  remembering  the  lower 
digestive  tract  as  a  source  of  infectious  germs  including 
those  which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis 
jn  the  female.  Here  are  some  highlights  from  our  widely  ac¬ 
claimed  booklet  (Available  in  English, (Frenchjand.Spanisfi.) 

THE  NEW 

VENEREAL  DISEASE  PREVENTION 
FOR  EVERYONE 

Personal  Hygiene  is  Significant 
to  VD  PREVENTION  and  Good  Health 
Not  to  teach  washing  before  and  after  sex  contact  is  to  en¬ 
courage  the  spread  of  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

PAGE  2:  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  •  WASHING 
THE  SEXUALLY  ACTIVE  MALE 

Careful  washing  after  sex  contact  will  reduce  the 
possibility  of  catching  VD.  The  germs  that  cause  syphilis 
and  gonorrhea,  as  well  as  some  other  sexually  transmitted 
diseases,  are  sensitive  to  soap  and  water. 

WASH  BEFORE  SEX  CONTACT 
FOR  HYGIENIC  PURPOSES 

IMMEDIATELY  AFTER  INTERCOURSE: 

Soap  genitals  working  a  bit  of  soft  mushy  soap  into 
urinary  opening. 

Rinse. 

Repeat  procedure. 

Then  urinate  (which  may  sting). 

Extended  exposure  or  delay  before  washing 
diminishes  the  effectiveness  of  this  preventive  measure. 
Washing  is  doubly  important  since  even  in  the  absence  of 
syphilis  and  gonorrhea,  other  sexually  transmitted  germs 
can  cause  infections  such  as  NGU  (non-gonococcal 
urethritis)  or  NSU  (non-specific  urethritis). 

If  lubricants  are  involved  in  the  sex  act,  use  watersolu- 
ble  preparations  that  will  wash  away.  Do  not  use  an  oil 
base  that  will  leave  a  film  to  trap  the  germs. 

NOTE:  The  foreskin  that  covers  the  head  of  the  penis 
may  trap  germs  which  can  cause  infections.  Therefore, 
special  attention  should  be  given  to  washing  the  uncir¬ 
cumcised  penis. 

When  vaccines  against  gonorrhea  and  syphilis  will 
have  been  developed,  personal  hygiene  will  remain 
necessary  to  prevent  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 
For  example:  A  gonorrhea  vaccine  will  not  prevent  approx¬ 
imately  half  of  the  reported  cases  of  male  urethritis  which 
are  not  gonorrhea. 

PAGE  3:  SOME  ASPECTS  OF  PERSONAL  HYGIENE  AND 
DISEASE  PREVENTION  FOR  MALE  AND  FEMALE 

Infectious  germs  which  are  always  found  in  the  lower 
digestive  tract  may  be  transmitted  from  the  rectum  during 
sex  activities.  Among  the  dangerous  germs  present  may 
be  the  virus  which  causes  hepatitis,  and  parasites  which 
cause  gastro-intesfinal  disorders  if  they  enter  the  mouth 
(anal-oral  route). 

The  male  and  female  mucous  membranes  (especially 
those  of  the  genito-urinary  system)  are  highly  susceptible 
to  infection  by  some  of  these  germs  from  the  rectum, 
which  may  cause  urethritis  in  the  male  and  vaginitis  in  the 
female.  For  example:  as  a  result  of  careless  wiping  from 
rectum  toward  vagina  by  the  female  after  toilet,  germs  are 
easily  spread  to  the  vagina  where  they  may  cause  infec¬ 
tions,  and  from  which  they  may  be  transmitted  during 
vaginal  as  well  as  rectal  intercourse.  Therefore,  females 
must  not  wipe  in  the  direction  of  rectum  to  vagina  .... 

Personal  hygiene  before  and  after  sex  contact  can  be 
greatly  aided  by  the  bidet,  a  low  bathroom  fixture,  design¬ 
ed  to  facilitate  washing  for  disease  prevention  and  proper 
cleansing  after  toilet.  Not  everyone,  unfortunately,  has 
been  adequately  informed  as  to  the  advantages  of  the 
bidet.  It  is  not  found,  for  instance,  in  homes  or  hotels  in  the 
United  States,  whereas  in  many  parts  of  the  world  it  is 
widely  use,  and  significant  to  personal  hygiene.  Good 
hygiene  requires  careful  washing  of  genital  and  rectal 
areas  before  and  after  sex  activities. 

Men  and  Women:  Learn  also  about — 

The  significance  during  treatment  of  no  sex  contact 
which  may  spread  the  disease,  and  particularly  during 
treatment  for  urethritis,  no  alcohol  which  may  irritate  the 
GU  system,  delaying  cure.  The  importance  of  a  follow-up 
visit  to  the  physician  to  see  if  further  treatment  is  required. 

For  the  sexually  active  male  only  —  the  germicidal 
preparation  (Sanitube^  )  for  use  after  intercourse  to  pre¬ 
vent  gonorrhea  and  syphilis,  available  in  U.S.A.  from  cer¬ 
tain  pharmacists  or  Sanitube  Co.,  Mt.  Kisco,  N.Y.  10549. 

For  the  sexually  active  female  —  certain  commercial¬ 
ly  available  vaginal  contraceptive  foams,  creams,  sup¬ 
positories  and  jellies,  which  also  have  germicidal  proper¬ 
ties  that  may  prevent  VD. 

Send  your  tax-deductible  contribution  for  a  copy  (quan¬ 
tities  available.)  Help  us  educate  the  public. 

AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE 
PREVENTION  OF  VD,  INC. 

335  BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK,  NY  10013 


CWATERSHIP 
INN 

Relaxed  atmosphere  ~ — 

Central  location 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

P.O.  Box  918 
7  Wint hrop  Street 

Innkeepers:  Jim  Foss  Prbvincctown.  Mass.  02657 

Vince  Tlitela  (617)  487-0094 


LESBIANS  &  GAY  MEN:  IF  YOU’RE  LOOKING  FOR 

an  accountant  *  bar  *  bath  *  bookstore  *  dentist  *  doctor  *  dog  groomer  *  hotel  *  law¬ 
yer  *  publication  *  rap  group  *  social  group  *  switchboard  *  synagogue  *  travel  agent 
*  therapist  *  youth  group  *  or  any  other  business  or  organization  that  specializes  in 
serving  gay  people,  you  need 

GAYELLOW  PAGES 


The  NATIONAL  EDITION,  USA  & 

CANADA:  $6.95  at  your  bookstore;  $8.75 
by  mail;  outside  N.  America  $10. 

The  NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  EDITION 

includes  Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's 
section.  $2.95  at  your  bookstore;  $3.50 
by  mail;  outside  N.  America  $4.50. 

Want  to  list  your  business  or  organization?  Send  a  stamped  envelope  to  Renaissance  House,  Box 
Z92GC  Village  Station,  New  York,  NY  10014.  Owing  to  very  high  bank  charges  for  loreign  collections, 
ail  payments  from  outside  the  USA  must  be  in  US  funds,  by  Post  Office  Money  Order.  In  Canada, 
GAYELLOW  PAGES  is  available  from  Glad  Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St.,  Toronto.  Ontario  MAY  2A6 


The  NORTHEAST  EDITION  covers  Con¬ 
necticut,  Delaware,  District  of  Columbia, 
Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  New 
Hampshire,  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode 
Island,  Vermont,  West  Virginia.  $2.95  at 
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SPRINGWOOD 

by 

Larry  Parr 


From  the  red  clay  hills  grew  cotton,  nurtured  by  the  black 
hands  of  Negro  slaves,  in  a  climate  of  dangerous  racial  and 
sexual  bigotry.  Yet  out  of  the  clay  dust  and  the  hatred  grew  a 
love. .  .a  forbidden  love  between  two  men  of  the  Old  South. 


Wallace  Hamilton,  author  of  COMING  OUT  and  KEVIN  -  "Springwood  is  a 
vivid  evocation  of  a  neglected  part  of  gay  American  history  -  the 
antebellum  south.” 


PLANTAGENET  HOUSE,  INC.  CCN 

P.O.  Box  271 
Blackshear,  GA  31516 

Send  me  _ copies  of  SPRINGWOOD,  by  Larry  Parr,  postpaid. 

I  enclose  $  1 1 .95  each. 
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LARRY  PARR 

will  appear  at 

UNCLE  CHARLIE'S  RUSTLERS 
77  Berkley  Street 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

to  autograph  his  book, 

SPRINGWOOD 

Sunday,  September  13th,  1981 
from  5:00  to  8:00 
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This  international  perspective  was 
unique  to  contributions  by  Third 
World  women  and  vital  to  the 
magazine.  Setting  our  feelings  and 
experiences  in  the  context  of  politi¬ 
cal  struggles  and  the  oppression  of 
groups  of  people  is  an  essential 
step  in  building  a  political  move¬ 
ment  that  embraces  the  concerns 
of  all  people. 

Hattie  Gossett’s  “Intro  and  Ten 
Takes,  A  Satire,”  is  a  good  exam¬ 
ple  of  a  work  that  illuminates 
broad  political  connections.  It 
satirizes  an  HEW  report  that  notes 
rising  impotence  among  black 
men.  The  .  .Ten  Takes.  .  are 
ten  responses  to  the  report  as  given 
by  a  black  man,  a  black  woman,  a 
group  of  white  women  who  have 
had  relationships  with  black  men, 
a  good  ole  boy,  a  spokesman  for 
the  government,  and  several 
others.  Through  these  responses 
Hattie  exposes  the  effects  of  white 
racism  on  black  sexuality,  sexism 
within  the  black  liberation  move¬ 
ment,  and  connections  between 
militarism  and  racism,  also  sug¬ 
gesting  how  these  political  situa¬ 
tions  are  experienced  by  indi¬ 
viduals. 

Other  pieces  about  racism  and 
sex  include:  “I  Hear  Voices  But  See 
No  Faces,”  by  Vickie  M.  Mays, 
which  explores  the  effects  of 
racism  on  woman-identified 
relationships  between  Afro- 
American  women;  “Sexual  Imper¬ 
ialism,”  by  Rekha  Basu,  which 
describes  how  Indian  women  are 
harassed  when  trying  to  enter  Bri¬ 
tain;  and  “A  Herstorical  Look  at 
Some  Aspects  of  Black  Sexuality,” 
which  traces  the  e  ects  of  racism 
on  black  sexuality  from  a  time 
before  enslavement  to  the  present. 

Editorials,  like  the  one  quoted 
above,  were  distributed  through¬ 
out  the  magazine.  Their  purpose 
was  to  air  individual  collective 
members’  satisfy  ‘ions  and  dissat¬ 
isfactions  with  .  ,e  product  and  its 
making.  A  few  editorials  cited 
concrete  issues  whether  to  include 
articles  on  reproduction  and 
teenage  sexuality  as  points  of  dis¬ 
agreement,  but  in  no  case  was  the 
nature  of  the  conflict  clarified  or 
elaborated.  In  general,  the  editor¬ 
ials  were  vague  and  polite.  This  is 
unfortunate  since  explicit,  con¬ 
structively  critical  editorials  could 
have  facilitated  the  heated  discus¬ 
sions  that  the  SEX  ISSUE  is  likely 
to  stir.  The  editorials  fall  short  of 
their  potential,  but  the  collective 
made  another  decision  that  should 
aid  thoughtful  debate.  Beginning 
with  the  next  issue  there  will  be  a 
letters  column.  People  with  strong 
feelings  and  opinions  about  the 
issues  raised  should  be  sure  to 
write  in. 

The  articles  I’ve  discussed  repre¬ 
sent  only  a  small  portion  of  SEX 
ISSUE.  There  are  many  other 
interesting  articles,  among  them; 
Helle  Thorning’s  “The  Mother- 
Daughter  Relationship  and  Sexual 
Ambivalence,”  which  discusses  the 
fear  many  women  experience  in 
taking  responsibility  for  their 
sexual  pleasure,  and  traces  the 
fears  origin  tothemother -daughter 
relationship;  Mary  Winston’s  per¬ 
sonal  account  of  “A  Father’s 
Influence  on  the  Sexuality  of  a 
Young  Woman,”  which  describes 
how  being  sexually  harassed  by  her 
father  effected  her  sexuality;  Sandi 
Fellman’s  photo  essay  about  the 
prostitutes  at  Mustang  Ranch;  and 
another  personal  account  by  Seph 
Weene,  describing  her  jobs  as  a 
stripper. 

The  overall  message  of  Heresies’ 
SEX  ISSUE  is  that  there  is  great 
variation  in  sexual  experience  and 
practice  within  the  women’s  com¬ 
munities.  The  emphasis  is  not  on 
right  or  wrong  sex,  but  on  explor¬ 
ing  and  accepting  our  sexual 
desires  and  understanding  the 
social  conditions  that  created 
them.  Politically,  Heresies  12 
marks  a  giant  step  forward  for  the 
women’s  movement.  If  we  develop 
the  progressive  sentiments  put 
forth  in  SEX  ISSUE  and  incorpo¬ 
rate  them  into  our  political  move¬ 
ments,  we  just  might  shake  loose 
the  foundations  of  sexism.  And 
wouldn’t  that  be  a  turn  on! 
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w  THE  BOSTON  BALLET 

E.  Virginia  Williams  &  Violctte  Verdy,  Artistic 

Presents 


Single  Ticket  Sales: 

Si  1  Orchestra  and  Balcony 
$14  Orchestra  and  Balcony 
$17  Orchestra  and  Balcony 
$19  Orchestra  and  Balcony 
$30  Loge 

Includes  a  tax  deductible 
contribution 


Performance  Dates: 
Sept.  24-26  at  8:00pm 
Sept.  26-27  at  2:00pm 
Oct.  7-10  at  8:00pm 
Oct.  10-11  at  2:00pm 


In  Person: 

Beginning  September  14 
At  the  Boston  Ballet  Ticket  Office 
553  Tremont  Street 
All  Sales  Final. 


By  Phone 


Monday-Friday  10-4  and 
Saturday  10-2.  All  Sales  Final, 


Laura  Young 


com©  celebrate 


& 


an  old  friend's  birthday! 


i\> 


a  buffet  brunch  and  raffle 
at/i  buddies  to  celebrate 
the  1  Oth  anniversary 
of  the  fenway  community 
health  center  between 
1  and  4  pm  Sunday, 
September  20, 1 981 
tickets  $10  ($12  at  the  door) 
free  food 
entertainment 
free  bloody  mary 
raffle  (1  st  prize:  wknd  for  two 
in  provincetown) 


I 


raffle  tickets  and  tickets  to  the  benefit 
are  available  at: 

fchc— 16  haviland  street  267-7573 
a  to  zoo— prudential  center,  536-4995 
janet  t.  cormier— 52  hereford  street,  266-0300 
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